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Advantage 
Adelaide 


Tensions flared between both Matthew McKay (left) and Freddy Agius (right) during the 
Adelaide United v Brisbane Strikers clash last Sunday evening. 4 


he 2003-04 NSL 

Finals kicked off at 

Marconi Stadium on 
Sunday afternoon, with the 
Marconi Stallions and South 
Melbourne grounding out a 
scoreless draw. 

In the evening clash, 
Adelaide United all but 
secured their passage to the 
minor semi-final with a 3-0 


Hindmarsh Stadium, 

The two elimination finals 
varied tremendously, 

‘The first match was a tacti- 
cal battle between two teams 
and two coaches that know-a 
great deal about playing in 
pressure situations. Neither 
side could forge a clear advan- 
tage, and this week's match in 
Melbourne will decide the tie. 

By contrast, Adelaide con- 
tinued their charge towards the 


netting for the team coached 
by John Kosmina. 

Stuart Munro's South 
Melbourne will be happier 
with the 0-0 result than the 
Sydneysiders, who could not 
work its way around a stacked 
defence and score at least one 
goal, critical in tight finals cir- 
cumstances. 

Despite scoring only once 
in their last six matches, South 
Melbourne amazingly stand a 


second leg confident that they 
can win the match, by whatey- 
er margin, considering their 
impressive home form 
throughout the regular season. 

Defence was certainly on 
top in this clash between the 
two remaining founding mem- 
bers of the national league. 
While the home side dominat- 
ed possession and territory, the 
likes of Nick Carle, Alex 
Brosque and Joseph Spiteri 


down the centre, with Carle in 
particular’ orchestrating the 
play with his skilful touches 
and short passing, but a num- 
ber of his shots ended up wide. 
of the target. 

South Melbourne's game 
plan was to frustrate the cre~ 
ative players in the Marconi 
line-up and they succeeded, 
suffocating their opponents in 
their own half and using the 
flanks on the break. 

Veteran playmaker, Con 
Boutsianis, was brought on for 
the injured Marcus 
Stergiopoulos, and he conduct- 
ed South's forays upfield, but 
he too could not find the range 
with his deliveries. 

Onto Melbourne for the sec- 
ond Jeg, and Jean Paul de 
Marigny will be hoping that 
captain Brad Maloney will 
recover from his hamstring 
strain and lead Marconi into 
the next stage. 


at Bob Jane Stadium, we are 
likely to see a more attacking 
South Melbourne outfit keen 
fo break their current barren. 
spéll. 

Brisbane's poor form con- 
tinued on a night when nothing 
went right for them. After an 
uncertain opening to the 
match, Veart opened the scor- 
ing with a header past goal- 
keeper Scott Higgins 
following a comer from David 
Terminello. 

‘The second half was an end- 
to-end affair, as Brisbane dom- 
inated the opening proceedings 
before Adelaide failed to score 
in the 55th minute after miss- 
ing three shots at goal. 

Goalkeeper David Scarsella 
denied Brisbane an equaliser, 
and a crucial away goal, when 
he sayed a ferocious drive 
from midfielder David 
Pilic.This was clearly the tum- 
ing point, and with the crowd 


ball from distance, Agius 
curled the ball into the back of 
the net in what was one of the 
strikes of the season. 

Brisbane's hopes of staying 
alive in the competition nose- 
dived when Young Socceroo 
defender Wayne Heath was 
sent off for bringing Veart 
dowtron the edge of the penal- 
ty area with twenty minutes 
remaining. 

And Adelaide made them 
pay for their numerical disad- 
vantage, Michael Brooks 
heading home a Richard 
Alagich cross to make the final 
score 3-0, 

This week's fixtures see 
Brisbane Strikers attempting to 
claw back the deficit at Perry 
Park on Saturday evening. On 
Sunday afternoon, Parramatta 
Power host minor premiers 
Perth Glory, while South 
Melbourne take on Marconi 
Stallions in the evening match. 


win over the hapless Brisbane grand final by scoring three good chance to progress to the could not find a clear-cut An away goal may be urging them on, Fred Agius FULL MATCH 

Strikers in front of a capacity times. Carl ‘Veart, Fred Agius minor semi-final. They return ~ opening. enough for the Stallions, but doubled the advantage for REPORTS TURN TO 

attendance of 16,258 at and substitute Michael Brooks to Bob Jane Stadium for the Play was concentrated vith healthy crowd expected United. After receiving the PAGES 6&7 
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WELCOME MATILDAS JOIN OLYROOS IN ATHENS 


SYDNEY BLUES? 


Newcastle United ‘striker Joel Griffiths 
could be joining the Blues? 

With a number of traditional NSL clubs 

shutting up shop for the revamped Teague 

next year, a number of players will be on 

the transfer market, but it is believed 

that the Blues have zoned in on the 

cream of the crop in getting the 

best players available from the 

current league thanks to the 

help of a former Socceroo 


ord is getting stronger and 
stronger by the weeks that for- 
mer Olympic Sharks chair- 

man Nick Politis has grouped together a 

new ‘power-house’ side set to rival any 

new APL team in next season’s 

new reformed league. 

Playing out their home matches 

at the prestigious Sydney 

Football Stadium, already 

speculated talks between 


Smiles all round — Matildas players will be tasting the Ouzo in Athens come Olympic time in August. 


many high profile National 


League stars has said to 
have taken place in 
lighting up this new 
venture headlined by 
the current Sydney 

City Roosters 
chairman. 


It is said that Parramatta Power duo 
Clint Bolton and Ante Milicic, Marconi’s 
exciting midfielder Nick Carle and fogner 


working in the midst for the 
new side. 


It is also believed that 

Neweastle United 

coach [an Crook looks 

favourite to land the 
coach's pesition. 

Its all happening in 


the Australian game of soccer, ABSW will 
keep you updated with more developments 
on this issue and more. 


he Australian women's soccer 

team has qualified for the 

Athens Olympics after thrashing 
Fiji 7-0 in Ba last Saturday afternoon. 

Australia finished top of the three-team 
tournament after easily accounting for 
Papua New Guinea 10-0 on Thursday. 

In Fiji's game, Lana Harch scored a 
hat-trick, April Mann a double and Gillian 
Foster and Kathryn Gill both chimed in 
with goals. 


Coach Adrian Santrac said it was a con- 
trolled performance from the Matildas. 

"We had a job to do and we came here 
and achieved that," he said. 

"We're going to.Athens and that's the 
main thing. 

"We were really concentrating on our 
performance and we were in total control 
of the game and ball. 

"It was a really strong performance by 
the girls.” 


The Matildas now begin preparations in 
eamest for the 10-team-Olympic tourna- 
ment with three internationals before May. 

Santrac said he hoped to take the team 
on a pre-Olympics tour in June and July 
before heading to Athens early to get 
acclimatised with some warm-up games. 


Turn to page 8 for a full wrap on the 
Matildas passage to Athens done by 
ABSW?’s Janene Mar 
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iverpool midfielder Harry 

Kewell says it will be a 
“disaster” if the Reds fail to 
qualify for the Champions 
League next season. 

The Merseysiders need to. 
finish 4th in the Premier League 
this season and they would then 
face a tough play-off to get into 
next year’s competition which 
is a real test for Kewell and his 
team-mates. 

“I think for each of the play- 
ers who are here, it would be a 
disaster if we didn’t make it,” 
Kewell told 
www.KopTalk.com. 


aussiesabroad 


BY DANIEL KUZIOW 


Kk KK 


h ) Frese? Brett Emerton 
the words of his 
Blackbur manager Graham 
Souness by insisting he was 
denied a ‘definite penalty’ 
against Southampton at the 
weekend, 
Emerton had his heels 
clipped by Graeme Le Saux as 


Harry Kewell: Came out this week saying it would be a 
disaster if Liverpool did not qualify for the Champions 
League next season. 


“Obviously you can’t go cry- 
ing over spilled milk because 
we would have had plenty of 
chances to get there. 

“It’s still in our hands to 
teach that fourth place. We need 
it because we all want to play in 
the Champions League. I 
watched the games last week 
and it’s where we all want to 
be” 


kKeKEK 


anny Invincible was 

relieved to notch the first 
goals of the season against 
Dundee after a disastrous start 
to his Rugby Park career. 

Tnvincible has had a frustrat- 
ing time with injuries since 
signing for the Ayrshire side at 
the beginning of the season, but 
the former Swindon player has 
battled his way back into Jim 
Jefferies’ plans in recent weeks 
and at last got off the mark with 
a fine double in Kilmarnock’s 4 
2 win over the Taysiders. 

Invincible said; “I’m delight- 
ed with my goals because it's 
been an up and down season for 
me. | started off with a knee lig- 
ament injury and was out for 
two months, came back and 
then was out for a couple of 
months again. 

“When you first come to a 
club you want to do well 
straight away and that hasn't 
happened in the slightest for 
me. I'd never had bad injuries 
until I came here so it was dif- 
ferent for me and J had to cope 
with it 

“It’s been frustrating. My 
confidence has been low and it 
takes time and you’ ye just got to 
work hard at training and con- 
vince the manager to put you 
back in the team. Now my con- 
fidence is sky high and hopeful- 
ly I can take it on to the next 
games.” 


he burst into the box in the 16th_ 


minute of last Saturday’s 1-1 
draw at Ewood but referee Mike 
Dean let the incident go unpun- 
ished, 
That 


decision infuriated 


Souness and Emerton later con- 
firmed that Souness had every 
right to feel aggrieved by claim- 
ing he definitely had his legs 
faken from under him by the 
former Rovers player, 

“[ just remember being 


through and I pulled my leg 
back to side-foot it and the next 
minute I was on the ground,” 
said Emerton. 

“So I’m definite that he did 
catch me and it should have 
been a penalty.” 

Meanwhile, Emerton is con- 
fident the Ewood Park based 
club can claw their way to safe- 
ty if they replicate the same 
commitment and endeavor 
against the Saints on a weekly 
basis. 

Rovers currently have 15th, 
only four points above the rele- 
gation zone, but the former PSV 
winger told the club’s official 
website; “I think there are a lot 
of positives to take from the 
second half,” 

“That shows we've got some 
character in the team but we 
have to do that from the first 
minute. 

“We just have to stick togeth- 
er and go out there, give 100% 
and the results will come.” 


a 


ark Viduka believes the 
return of the feel-good 
factor at Leeds will prove cru- 
cial in their battle to avoid rele- 
gation from the Premiership: 
The big striker spent three 
weeks in Australia on compas- 
sionate leave in January caring 
for his seriously-ill father before 
returning for the 2-0 defeat at 
Aston Villa on 7 February. 
Viduka then scored in Leeds’ 
41 win at home to Wolves 
before being forced to sit out the 
1-1 draw at Manchester United. 
He returned, however, last 
weekend to score again as 
Leeds claimed a vital point at 
home to Liverpool. 


Brett Emerton: Confident Blackburn Rovers will move 
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clear of the relegation zone. 


Leeds are now just two points 
behind fourth —bottom 
Portsmouth and Viduka says 
hopes are high that the club can 
get out of trouble. 

He said: “I’m very opti- 
mistic. I sense a bit of a buzz 
around this place lately. 

“Eyerybody’s up for it and 
that is what we need at this club, 
Everybody is pulling together. 

“Training sessions are look- 
ing good, everybody’s sharp 
and that’s the only way we are 
going to get out of this mess.” 


kee 


mering against Celtic. 

“It's a massive month coming 
up for us because we also have 
important league games after 
the cup games and all those 
games will determine if we have 
had a successful season or a 


Mark Viduka: Has seen a marked improvement In the 


i vingston skipper Stuart 
Lovell admits another 
heavy defeat at the hands of 
tun-away leaders Celtic in the 
League could damage his side’s 
domestic Cup hopes. 

After the daunting prospect 
of a trip to play the champions 
elect, Livingston face a Scottish 
Cup quarter-final tie against 
Aberdeen before their CIS 
Tnsurance final against Hibs at 
Hampden Park. 

With Celtic in such good 
form at the moment a hard time 
at Parkhead is assured for the 
visitors but Lovell is hoping the 
‘West Lothian side do not suffer 
a confidence-sapping collapse 
like they did earlier in the sea- 
son when they lost 5-1 to the 


told 
sport.scotsman.com: “I don’t 
understand those who say that if 
you lose by one goal then you 
may as well lose five, 

“A heavy defeat damages the 
confidence and it’s hard to 
tepair quickly. 

‘We have two big games com- 
ing up so we don’t want a ham- 


atmosphere around Elland Road. 


nearly season. 

“Buta game against Celtic is 
the most difficult fixture you 
can get. I’ve never played 
against a team who come out of 
the blocks so quickly. 

“If Celtic catch you on a 
good day then it can become a 
very long afternoon and you 
have to respect a team that can 
win 24 times on the spin. 

News broke last week about a 
proposal fo bring Scottish clubs 
Hearts and Celtic to Australia to 
play a Scottish Premier League 
game in Melbourne. 

Hearts’ own Aussie defender 

Patrick Kisnorbo entered the 
argument saying it would be a 
terrific venture for the two 
teams. 
He told the Daily Record: 
“Tt’s a fantastic idea. The only 
problem is that if the game is 
played in January the players 
won't want to go home. 

“It’s summer there then and 
the average temperature is 32 
degrees,” 


PARRAMATTA’S 


FIVE-YEAR RIDE ENDS 


Mark Stavroutaki: 


stablished back in 1999 
under the then led David 
Mitchell squad, the Gold 
and Blue jersey of the Power will 
shut its doors on the 23rd of 
April ending a five-year rela- 
tionship with the National 
ie. 

After being told by Parramatta 
Chief Denis Fitzgerald that the 
Football Club will no longer fund 
the soccer side, questions marks 
were raised as to whether the club 
would survive for the new APL 
season under new ASA chairman 
Frank Lowy. 

Months flew by and so did the 
rumours of Power joining up with 
various clubs. 

One close source stated that the 
heavily backed Mt Pritchard 
Social Club along with ghe 
Blacktown City Demons were said 
to be interested in rescuing the 
Power venture. 

A Greek offer from a First 
Division club and some very rich 
Chinese businessmen supposedly 
flew past the Power offices as 
well. 

But nothing eventuated from 
that. 

These were unfortunately plain 
old rumours according to the only 
female football representative in 
the NSL, Parramatta’s General 
Manager Angela Travis. 

“Td really like to know where 


World acclaimed for boys and gifs 


that came from, but all this is news 
to me. As far as I know we 
(Power) have spoken to no-one, 
and it was inevitable that everyone 
that was associated with the Power 
would be without a job”. 

Travis made it clear that she 
would be looking towards show- 
casing her talents elsewhere stress- 
ing the fact that the grim reality of 
not having Parramatta in next 
year’s NSL was all to come true, 

Having pencilled in her diary, 
‘LAST DAY AT THE POWER’, 
on the 23rd of April, Travis will be 
hoping to land a job in the same 
department after overcoming a 
wonderful run at the club. 

The players however will be 
contracted until the 30th June giv- 
ing them ample time to stay fit. 

“T’ve really enjoyed myself at 
the Power. I’ve made many new 
friends and contacts and it was 
good to see that everyone at the 
club got along fine. Having run a 
professional club for the past few 
seasons, it was a hard act to follow 
after we heard the news that we 
were to be no more in the new sea- 
son”. 

Tt was no secret that Parramatta 
did have the chance to crack a spot 
in next year’s APL, however, 
according to Travis, the League’s 
club weren't interested, 

“New ASA chairman Frank 
Lowy did approach Denis 
(Fitzgerald), during one of the 
Olyroo matches for the Olympic 


Parramatta Power's GM Angela Travis 


venture thus wanting their end 
from the round ball game. 

Season 2003-2004 was to be a 
different year for the Power squad. 

Under coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos, a ‘Super- 
Team’, generated from the midst 
of the NSL with many big name 
players making the trek to 
Parramatta Stadium, in the club’s 
final attempt to gain both results 
and win a decent crowd, 

Wooing players like’ current 
Socceroo midfielder Simon 
Colosimo from the Glory along 
with German import Andre 
Gumprecht, the NSL’s top scorer 
this year Ante Milicic, ex-NSL 
Player of the Year winner 
Femando Rech and top goalkeeper 
Clint Bolton, the Power’s den was 
packed full of talent and class and 
this showed in the past season. 

Managing second spot on the 
NSL ladder was by no means an 
achievement to many soccer 
pundits. 

Having pulled together a side 
full of class, the club was expected 
to hit number one, but had the 
Perth Glory to thank for that. 


Qualifiers and asked that they be 
considered in the new APL, but 
Denis’ words were firm from 
November "02, that the plug was 
to be pulled”. 

Too much money was lost in 
this venture to turn the Parramatta 
Power into an Australian soccer 
giant, 


In any case, money was needed 
in the plight to start up a club from 
scratch, but after the first two sea- 
sons, results and the crowd were 
hard to be seen at Parramatta 
Stadium. 

Some insiders suggested that 
the Leagues club lost over an 
excess of $8 million during its 


Nevertheless, good football 
flowed from the Power, but the 
crowds again failed to turn up. 

The Power GM believed it was 
all to do with the running of the 
game, 

“Frank Lowy asked us the same 
thing as to why we were unable to 
pull together a decent crowd. What 


he then explained was the way 
Soccer Australia were running the 
game. Frank gave us the example 
of the NRL, you don’t see individ- 
ual clubs like the Parramatta Eels, 
Sydney-City Roosters promoting 
themselves on television do you? 
You see the NRL promoting their 
game being Rugby League. When 
haye we seen this done in promot- 
ing the National League? Never. 
Like many people know in the 
Parramatta area, the Power did its 
part in promoting the soccer side, 
targeting all the clubs, especially 
the youth sides in Parramatta”. 

Under Lowy, Angela believes 
that he has what it takes along with 
new CEO John O’Neill to change 
the face of the game for the better, 

“You look at the history of what 
both these men have done in terms 
of their achievements and you will 
see that in business and sport, 
they’ve excelled. Frank is an 
incredibly successful businessman 
while O'Neill proved his worth by 
promoting the Union at the recent 
World Cup that so many people 
ventured to.” 

With a suggested 10-team com- 
petition set to start in November 
next year, Travis hopes that she 
will be amongst one of these clubs 
in what will be a new beginning 
and hopefully for the better of the 
Australian soccer game — fingers 
crossed, 


‘RaiseE THE Roor For CANCER 


‘by FIFA he Australian Soccer National League President) personalities and high profile porate tables at $1500.00 
Highly recomsnansed : Referees Federation Giuliano Milesi (FLG.C. — com * which will i : 
ALG.C. — pany leaders. which will include a corpo- 
One of the worid's top Skills coaches Dusan Purac and (N.S.W. Division) is Professional National League The ASRF (NSW rate display sign on the table. 
_ excellent coachings the premier referee bodyin -— Regional President) Division) is hoping to raise It would be great to see the 
2 Australia, continually sup- Antonio Salzano (A.A. $100,000.00 through ticket — number of soccer clubs repre- 
3 SUN 10AM-12NOON : plying elite referees to the National Executive). purchases and donations _ sented on the night. 
Sydneywide Phone; 9949 5247 @ Mobile 6418 263, 46 NSW Premier League, Dignitaries will also from the evening. For further details please 
www.readysetgoal.com.au National Soccer League include Ministerial The ASRF (NSW contact Brian Seymour on 
and to FIFA. Representatives, Sporting Division) are also selling cor- 0411 542 430 
NSW referees are now set- 
ting a new boundary to fur- 
ther drive the 
professionalism of referees. Give a Red Card to Cancer 
An exchange program with 
the Italian referees has been Help Johnny Warren ‘Raise the Roof’ for | 
Secured together with stats of cancer and support the development of 
the art training facilities and a 


professional trainer. referees in New South Wales. 


Funding of these initia- 
tives is essential to ensure the 
ongoing recruitment and 
development of referees. 

The NSW soccer referees 
are pleased to announce a 
Sydney Cancer Centre spon- 
sored project to assist Cancer 
Research in the ‘Raise the 
Roof Campaign’ for patron 
Mr Johnny Warren and the 
deyelopment of NSW refer- 


Coming to Wollongong 12 to 24 April 04 
Easter School Holidays 


WIN IT LIKE BECKHAM! 


Wouldn’t you like to join the team that helped 

Train DAVID BECKHAM ! & a chance to win the 

Skills test as BECKHAM did in the UK!! 

Unique soccer theme park equipment 

UEFA / FA Qualified BCSS coaching staff from the UK 
Venue: Berkeley Sports Club, Wilkinson Street 

(off Northcliff Drive) Berkeley 2 mins off freeway 
Registration date Saturday 13, 20, 27 March 9am to 1pm 
FEES: $60, $80, $120 

At the club sports field, (limited numbers) 

Clinics to be held: 9am to lpm & 2pm to 6pm 

Each group 4 hrs per day x 3 days = 12 hrs 

Age 4 — 16 plus Goalkeepers, each pupll will 

Receive a: BCSS certificate, cap, t-shirt, boot bag 
Drinks bottle. Cost $120 per pupil payable at 
Registration day. 


Contact Chris on 0419 483 970 or web site at 
www.bobbycharltonsoccerschool.com 
A English Premier League scout present at all clinics !! 


The NSW Soccer Referees in conjunction 
with the Sydney Cancer Centre are holding 
a Black Tie Dinner Ball at Le Montage, 
Lilyfield on the 30th April 2004 at 7.00pm. 


Special guest for 
the night will be 
Johnny Warren ex 
Australian Captain 
and patron of the Sydney Cancer Centre. 


ees. 

A Gala Ball will be held at 
the Le Montage, Lilyfield on 
the 30th April 2004 at 
7.00pm for a splendid black 
tie evening. 

Intemational Guests on the 
night include 5 Italian refer- 
ees, Tullio Lanese (ALA. 
Tialian Referees Association 
President) Carlo Tavecchio 
(RLG.C. — Professional 


We invite you to enjoy this special night with 
us. 


Please contact Brian Seymour on 0411 542 430 
for further det 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 9, 2004 3 


N.S.W. DIVISION 


@) ABSw: 


ROOKIES ST. 


T= year 2003-2004 will 
long be remembered for 
being the final National 
League competition ever to take 
place in Australian soccer, 

Under the new leadership run 
by Westfield’s king-pin Frank 
Lowy, a more conservative league 
is set to crack its shell in a matter 
of months which will hopefully 
put soccer back on the sporting 
calendar in Australia, 

One aspect that was evident 
during this season’s competition 
was the amount of youngsters used 
in their respective NSL sides. 

Debuts of young players were 
broken, with a number of these 
future stars playing their first 
games in their hopeful careers. 

Most will probably be lost to 
the European wilderness, but 
hopes are pinned that Lowy can 
woo these youngsters away from 
the European market in the plight 
to keep our young talent at bay. 

Below are some of the names 
that made an impact in their 
squads this season from the 13 
NSL sides. 

Adelaide United led by John 
Kosmina had one jewel that was 
unearthed late towards the end of 
the season. 

Former U17 Joeys player 


Kristian Sarkies: At the age 

of 17 - the South Melbourne 

ace certainly was a star for 
the Blues 


Freddy Agius was one youngster 
that surely left an impression on 
the always hard to please 
Kosmina. 

Having not properly kicked a 
soccer ball for almost a year, 
Agius parted company with the 
round-ball game deciding to play 
Aussie Rules for Central Districts. 

Many South Australians real- 
ized the lost potential that Agius 


suaded to play the round ball 
game, 

‘To Kosmina’s success, the 20- 
year-old was snapped up mid-year, 
and since then has made an enor- 
mous impact on the squad. 

The Strikers have also had a 
jewel that only broke into the 
league: this year after spending 
most of his soccer life in QLD’s 
Premier League. 

Luke Morely certainly aston- 
ished most soccer pundits when he 
was leading the NSL goal-scorer’s 
charts after 3 rounds. 

The former Taringa Rovers 
striker was a “find and a half”, by 
McLaren who believes the 21- 
year-old has what it takes to be 
part of the Olyroos squad in 
Athens later this year, 

Even though the Kingz finished 
in bottom place, again, Australian 
Tallan Martin surely kept his head 
high after making the move from 
Sydney to Auckland this year. 

The ex-ATS striker, renowned a 
few years back as one the best tal- 
ents from Oz, suffered career 
threatening injuries that cut short 
his ride to the top. 

Alas, the 20-year-old was given 
a run by the Kingz entourage and 
out come the result - a complete 
attacker, who, under the right 
coach will surely blossom into a 
star of the future. 


-OUT 


when he put on his boots against 
the NSL's best. 

While Oksuz did not find it that 
hard to hit the target, managing a 
handful of goals to put beside his 
name, 

Tan Crook’s motto at Newcastle 
United has always been, “If your 
good enough, your old enough”, 
that was why his side had at least 
7-8 under twenty-one players 
making debuts for the squad, 

Young Socceroo stars Jobe 
Wheelhouse (18) & Mitchell 
Johnson (21), were the club’s 


~ stand-outs with the pair tipped to 


leave a good pay packet for the 
Novacastrians with a number of 
European clubs knocking on their 
doors. 

Like Crook, Spirit coach 
Lawrie McKinna also did the same 
in allowing a number of his young 
Tads to take part in the NSL this 
season. 

Also one of the clubs that fold- 
ed, but will re-start under a new 
name next year, McKinna got the 
best out of pocket rocket Jonty 
Richter, cool, calmed and collect- 
ed defender Alex Wilkinson, and 
new rocket recruit Mark Milligan 
from the AIS. 

Whatever the name will be at 
the Spirit, rest assured, McKinna 
has booked a place for a number of 
his young graduates. 


Meet the future Socceroo 
defender In Knights 
youngster Adrian Leijer 
hit with the local crowd at Edensor 
was their own version of a ‘Mini- 
like Maradona’, being Anthony 

Doumanis, 

The 22-year-old found it tough 
and frustrating having laid a num- 
ber of quality passes and through 
balls this season, only to have his 
efforts thwarted by the lack of fin- 
ishing from his strikers, 

South Melbourne probably had 
one of the most improved young- 
sters in the land, being young 


200 


Sarkies. 

Why you ask? Simple, Sarkies 
played as veteran midfielder Paul 
Trimboli’s replacement, not bad 
for a kid who came straight from 
the VIS. 

Travelling down the South 
Coast, apart from having a 
Nigerian goal-machine in Chima 
Nwaogazi who almost grabbed 
every headline in ABSW, young 
Adam Hughes was surely the pick 
of John Tumer’s bunch. 

The ex-Newcastle lad was 
instrumental in Turner’s side that 
shocked many of the high flyers in 
this years competition, 

Last but not least, this year’s 
main championship contenders the 
Perth Glory and Power both 
shared a few talents that could go 
along way in football. 

The Power only managed to 
field one young rising star in Mark 
Bridge, 

‘The 18-year-old striker made a 
few appearances but shone cut as a 
possible star in the Australian 
game, 

For the Glory it was Olyroo 
defender Jade North, who not only 
was Australia’s most consistent 
player in the recent Oceania 
Olympic Games qualifiers, but 
also played a vital role in securing 
the Glory yet another minor pre- 
miership victory. 


Sydney United's “little Maradona” - Anthony Doumanis 


illwall midfielder Tim Cahill has 
Me a major step closer to his 

Jong-held dream of representing 
Australia following FIFA’s decision to con- 
firm his availability for international selec- 
tion for the Socecroos. 

Tim Cahill who represented Samoa at youth level 
and was therefore deemed ineligible to represent 
Australia under previous FIFA rules, was cleared by 
the FIFA Players’ Status Committee to be allowed to 
represent Australia from now on, following a sub- 
mission sent to FIFA by the Australian Soccer 
Association (ASA) on behalf of Tim Cahill. 

The decision was an overdue welcome relief to 
Tim and his family, who have been championing this 
request far and wide for change for approximately 9 
years. Tim played for Samoa as a 14 year old if an 
international youth tournament, thereby making him 
ineligible for Australia under the then FIFA 


threw away and was again per- 


Marconi’s ever determined 
coach Jean-Paul de Marigny had 
his work cut out this year after he 
did his part in guiding the Stallions 
to final series berth, 

Two young stars that helped JP 
along the way were Young 
Socceroo and Olyroo team-mates 
Alex Brosque and Michael 
Thwaite. 

Brosque has already been pen- 
cilled in as the future Socceroo 

- striker while Thwaite, a late 
bloomer, is also tipped for huge 
things. 

‘Look to see the pair play a huge 
role in Marconi’s race for a cham- 
pionship. 

Tt was a rather sad year for the 
Melbourne Knights. 

‘The club played its final season 
in the NSL and in that many of its 
players. 

Two however gained the atten- 
tion of many scouts from across 
the nation. 

Young Joeys defender Adrian 
Leijer and striker Serkan Oksuz, 
are names that will surely be seen 
in next year’s competition. 

Leijer, a tall built 17-year-old 
defender did not look out of place 


Regulations. 

However in a FIFA ruling amendment last year, 
FIFA stated that under the terms of this new provi- 
sion and up to a player's 21st birthday, a player who 
‘has represented an Association team in one or more 
matches of an official competition may henceforth 
Tequest to change the Association for which he is eli- 
gible, provided that he fulfils the following criteria: 
Tim Cahill travelled to England as a 16 year old to 
achieve his dreams of being a professional footballer, 
making his debut for Millwall against Bournemouth 
on 2 May 1998. . 

Playing for NSW Soccer Federation side Belmore 
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One of the most traditional 
clubs in the NSL, Sydney Olympic 
also said it was time to go after 
being noted as one of the most 
influential sides ever to take part 
in the National League. 

One youngster that made an 
enormous impact on Peter 
Papanikitas’ squad was live-wire 
midfielder Zenon Caravella, 

The tiny attacking midfielder 
shone out in the Blues squad, but 
was helped immensely by experi- 
enced NSL campaigner Troy 
Halpin, 

Another player who made an 
impact towards the final two 
games of the season was Richie 
Cardozo, younger brother to 
Pablo. 

If ‘Paps’ gave young Richie 
more of a go, we would have seen 
possible headlines of a new 
Cardozo striker in the making. 

Rookie coach Grant Lee was 
‘one upset man after his side just 
missed out in qualifying for the 
finals this season. 

Banking on traditional defence, 
United were a side that were rock 
solid from the back row. 

One player that again proved a 


Hercules, Cahill did not know what to expect when 
he travelled to England but through sheer patience 
and the belief that he could make it the U.K., his 
determination proved to be the telling point in Tim 
gaining a comfortable contract at Millwall. 

Tim has recently been in scintillating form for 
Millwall this season, having scored 6 goals in 32 
matches across League, FA Cup and League Cup 
appearances during 2003/04. Millwall, who also has 
Soeceroo defender Kevin Muscat in their line-up, are 
in the FA Cup quarter-finals and face a tantalising tie 
against Tranmere Rovers for a very sought after 
semi-final spot, 


Bigger and better things are expected to come for Sydney 
Olympic’s young midfield gun Zenon Caravella.* 


ROO CALLING FOR CAHILL 


Having former Chelsea star Dennis Wise in 
the Millwall squad has also helped young 
Tim’s performances on the field. 

Tim Cahill was also a guest of coach 
Frank Farina and the Socceroo squad when 
Australia played the Republic of Ireland in 
Dublin in August of last year. 

Farina will now have the luxury of having yet 
another midfield star for his hopeful World Cup 
squad — with many believing that Timmy could be 
starting for the Roos in no time. 

ABSW’s own Stuart Jones gained a mentioned 
from Cahill’s father for helping Tim out in his plight 
to represent the Green and Gold. 

Look to see younger brother Chris hopefully fol- 
low in the footsteps of his older brother as the former 
Power youth star is said to be on his way to England 
for trials. 


ABSW (@) 


WHO WILL RIGN SUPREME? 


MAJOR SEMI-FINAL PREVIEW 


By Peter Damalas 


he major semi-final is 

shaping up as a contest 

between the two most 
impressive performers in the last 
season of the National Soccer 
League. 

When the pre-season predic- 
tions were made, it was widely 
expected that defending » champi- 
ons Perth Glory and Parramatta 
Power would fight it out for the 
entire season, and play each other 
on grand final day in April. 

And while South Melbourne 
were in the running for one of the 
coveted top two positions for most 
of the campaign, it was neverthe- 
less a predictable finish to the reg- 
ular season. But this has certainly 
not taken away from the excite- 
ment that the two-legged contest 
will generate, 

The top six finals series repre- 


The Pawer ai Seccer 
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PARRAMATTA POWER 
PERTH GLORY 


sents another challenge for Perth 
and Parramatta, who must stamp 
their authority in a sudden-death 
situation, 

Both teams have the experience 
and ability to deal with the pres- 
sure of finals football. 

Perhaps the most interesting 
factor of the major semi-final will 
be the psychological battle, and 
the advantage that the eventual 
winner will take into the grand 
final. 

Home ground advantage has 
been critical in the two matches 
played between the teams this sea- 
son. The results have been lop- 
sided, with the home team 
pressing forth their advantage. 

In Round 7, the Power ran riot 
over the Glory, thrashing them 6-0 
at Parramatta Stadium, with striker 
Ante Milicic inflicting the damage 
with a first half hat-trick. Roles 
were reversed, however, for the 


Members 


tetum at Equity 
Stadium, where Perth were con- 
vincing 4-1 winners. 

These fixtures indicate the 
strengths of the two sides. 
Parramatta play with an aggres- 
sive ‘in your face’ style, while 
Perth are more methodical and 
rounded in their approach. 

Parramatta have an attack mind- 
ed coach in Nick 
Theodorakopoulos, and the line 
ups he puts out each week reflects 
this. 

Milicic leads the line up front, 
alongside former championship 
winner Sasho Petrovski, 
Supporting them is talented 
Brazilian playmaker Fernando 
Rech and former Perth midfield- 
ers, Andre Gumprecht and Simon 
Colosimo in the middle of the 
park. On the flanks, 
Theodorakopoulos has utilised the 
pace and goalscoring touch of 
Socceroo Ahmad Elrich and 
Travis Dodd, leaving the back 
three to fend for themselves. 

With such talents in their squad, 
it is easy to see why Parramatta 
play with such bravado and aban- 
don- they scored 58 goals in 24 
matches at an average of nearly 
2.5 goals per game. 

Mich D’Avray’s team play a 
slightly more measured game. 
Perth Glory are known as much 
for their organisation and team- 
work as for their goalscoring, 

The pleasing aspect of their 
season has been the fact that the 
goalscoring responsibility has not 
Tested squarely on the shoulders of 
Damian Mori. In Nick Mrdja, the 
Glory have yet another match win- 
ner, while Bobby Despotovski 
continues to threaten. Between the 
three strikers, 35 goals have been 
scored, over 60% of the total of 56, 
only two behind their opponents. 

Perth have an uncanny ability 
to demoralise the opposition as 
they score decisive goals and are 


tough to break down. Their 4-4-2 
system allows them to cover the 
entire pitch, deny space to their 
opponents, and exploit the talents 
of the two strikers. 

Former Olympic player, Tom 
Pondeljak has been at his usual 
creative best, while the quick 
footed Adrian Caceres provides 
further ammunition off the bench. 

With the minor premiership 
‘wrapped up weeks before the final 
round, D’Avray rested his key 
players and gave starts to a number 
of squad players. The. regular first 
éleven should be well rested after a 
bizarre season in which they 
played most of their away matches 
in the first half, and the home 
matches in the second half. 

For the first leg in Sydney, 
Parramatta will come out with 
guns blazing, as they attempt to 
build an insurmountable lead for 
the retum in Perth next week. 
Nick Theodorakopoulos is unlike- 
ly to alter his no-holds barred 
attacking style for this match as 
achieving results in Perth is 
exceedingly difficult, but not 
impossible. 

Perth will also play to their 
strengths, Their backline, lead by 
former Socceroo Shaun Murphy, 
are capable of limiting the damage 
of the Power, and with Mori and 


"Mrdja up front, the Glory will be 


confident of scoring at least one 
goal on tHe break. 

The match may well hinge on 
how well Perth’s midfield contains 
the likes of Rech and Elrich. Both 
players are mobile and are likely to 
move around the pitch in order to 
knock the Perth defence about. 

Concentration and patience 
over the full ninety minutes is also 
tequired. 

While Parramatta have scored 
despite the best efforts of their 
‘opponents to frustrate them, they 
have also conceded regularly at 
home. The defensive trio of cap- 
tain Alvin Ceccoli, Michael 
Beauchamp and Paul O'Grady are 
tough customers, but Perth may 
be able to stretch them down the 
flanks, where the speed of 
Caceres may prove difficult to 
handle late in the match. 

For Parramatta, their progres- 
sion to the grand final will hinge 


Will the Glory be celebrating against the Power this week? 


on the result achieved in the first 
leg, while the minor premiers 
should be more confident of per- 
forming well over the two legs, 
considering that they boast the 
second best goals against record in 
the league, 

‘This is shaping up as a titanic 
struggle between two teams of 
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varying styles but similar success 
rates. 

The defending champions may 
be favourites over the two legs, but 
with so many gifted individuals in 
the Power line-up, writing them 
off would certainly be unwise. 


(®\ ABSW: 
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Advantage Adelaide - United players rejoicing the crowd after their three-nil win over the Strikers in the 


By Andrew Howe 


delaide United 
saved its 
biggest win- 


ning margin for its first 
finals match, with a 
resounding 3-0 victory 
over Brisbane Strikers 
at a sold-out 
Hindmarsh Stadium on 
Sunday evening. 

With one victory each 
in the two prior meetings 
between the teams this 
season, the Strikers were 
expected to make a closer 
game of it. 


first leg of the Elimination Finals Series. 


However the visiting 
squad suffered a triple 
whammy with a pre- 
match illness, early- 
match injury and 
mid-match red card deci- 
mating the Strikers’ play- 
ing squad. 

Adam Webber was 
forced out of the Brisbane 
team just 12 hours before 
kick-off with an illness; 
Josh McCloughlan hob- 
bled off the field injured 
early in the game after 
clashing with an 
Adelaide United player; 
and in the 58th minute, 


the visitors were down a 
player after the sending- 
off of Wayen Heath for a 
professional foul. 

But not to take any- 
thing away from 
Adelaide United. 
Following an incredulous 
lead-up to the match 
through the week, includ- 
ing unprecedented local 
media coverage - and 
boosted by a record 
Hindmarsh Stadium NSL 
crowd of 16,258 - United 
peaked half-way through 
the second half to seal the 
comprehensive win after 
starting off the match in 
nervous fashion. 

After Brisbane created 
a half-chance within the 
first minute, both teams 
appeared nervous 
throughout a tentative 
opening 15 minutes. 

A blocked shot by 
Adelaide's industrious 
Nick Budin in the 17th 
minute rebounded to 
Ross Aloisi whase shot 
On target - but straight 
into the hands «of 
Brisbane keeper Scott 
Higgins - revved up the 
crowd for the first time in 
the match. 

In the 25th minute 
David Terminello 
received a great through- 
ball from Aloisi on the 
right. Terminello took 
the ball to the byline and 
crossed over goal to 
Rudin who headed hark 


sive pressure, Alagich 
managed a decent shot, 
which went just to the 


right of goal. 
The injury to 
McCloughlan came in the 


29th minute after a clash 
with Budin - the pair 
were competing for 2 
high ball, McCloughlan 
falling awkwardly and 
damaging his right knee, 
putting him in jeopardy 
for the retum bout next 
Saturday night. 

Adelaide's slight terri- 
torial advantage through 
the first half was reward- 
ed in the 31st minute 
when an inswinging cor- 
ner by Terminello from 
the left found its way to 
the head of Carl Veart, 
who headed into goal 
from six metres. Veart's 
header was executed well 
although there was mini- 
mal pressure on, him, 
despite a crowded penal- 
ty area. 

A very busy and effec- 
tive Aloisi held the 
Adelaide midfield togeth- 
er in the first half, while 
for Brisbane, David Pilic, 
Luke Morley, Warren 
Moon and Joshua Rose 
were the best players 
through the first 45 min- 
utes. 

The Strikers came out 
firing directly after the 
half-time break, with 
raids on goal in the 46th 


and ATth minntac almact 


Three successive 
chances in one passage of 
play for United in the 
36th minute really had 
the crowd screaming. The 
movement started when 
Fred Agius laid a sublime 
pass through to Aloisi, 
whose shot from eight 
metres was blocked well 
by the Brisbane defence - 
although straight back 
into the danger zone. 
Veart then latched onto 
the ball and evaded two 
defenders nicely in a 
short run towards goal, 
before striking low and 
sweetly from 15 metres, 
only to be met with a 
magnificent parry by 
Higgins. The ball once 
again found its way back 
to the attacking team, 
where Vidmar had a clear 
shot on goal but fluffed it 
wide. 

In a frantic period of 
end-to-end action, 
Brisbane had the next 
decent shot on target in 
the 62nd minute, when 
Pilic was set free from the 
midfield. The 25 year old 
drove a low blast from 20 
metres with only the 
keeper to beat, but David 
Scarsella rose to the occa- 
sion with a brilliant save. 
Just one minute later Pilic 
led a lively and mobile 
Brisbane attacking 
squadron to 


Opportunity with a half- 
chance blocked by the 


another / 


Adelaide defence. 

In- the 66th minute, 
Agius let fly with a 
breathtaking long-range 
goal, his first for the club. 
The 20 year old had 
received the ball from 
Aloisi around 30 metres 
from goal, tumed slightly 
to face ‘goal and struck 
the magic ‘shot from a 
slight angle, the ball curl- 
ing perfectly past a diving 
Higgins and-into the top 
tight hand comer of the 
goalmouth. The goal by 
crowd favourite Agius 
was a long time coming, 
and is richly deserved 
after some impressive 
performances since effec- 
tively re-joining the code 
three months ago follow- 
ing a stint with local 
Australian Rules team 
Central Districts. 

Brisbane's chances of 
revival all but ended in 
the 68th minute when 
Wayne Heath, in the last 
line of defence, was sent- 
off by ACT referee Ben 
Williams after clipping 
Veart on the edge of the 
penalty area directly in 
front of goal. Vidmar's 
resultant free-kick went 
agonisingly close but 
away to the left. 

The former Young 
Socceroo dealt a massive 
blow for his Strikers 
squad as the 
Queenslanders had their 
backs against the wall for 
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By Joe Russo 


espite having the 
De of posses- 

sion and by far the 
better chances, Marconi 
were left with only a goal- 
less draw to show for 
their efforts against South 
Melbourne in the first leg 
of the elimination semi 
final played at Marconi 
Stadium on a rather good 
pitch given Sydney’s tor- 
rential downpour over the 
weekend. 
Marconi coach Jean Paul de 
Marigny appeared to be 
nonchalant as he left the 
field at the end of the game 
but there was no doubt that 
he would have been disap- 
pointed inside with his 
team’s finishing. 
Chance after chance went 
begging for the Stallions 
throughout the encounter 
whereas for South 
Melbourne, the scoreless 
draw, would certainly be 
seen as @ positive result 
going into Sunday’s retum 
leg at Bob Jane Stadium in 
Melbourne where the home 
side always receives an 
extra boost from a 
parochial home crowd. 
They may start this game as 
favourites, 
Stuart Munro, coach of 
South Melbourne, who jus- 
tifiably could be pleased 
with the result, may still rue 
the fact that his side did not 
score a goal because a 
score-draw on Sunday 


‘ 
‘Air Thwaite’ - Stallions Olyroo defender 
Michael Thwaite out-jumping Scott Tunbridge 
for the ball. 


Shane Webb (Left) sticking a leg out 
against South midfielder Michael! 
Panopoulos. ‘ 


would see Marconi advance 
on the away-goals rule, 
Marconi, who have had a 
torrid schedule of matches 
at the end of the regular 
season, appeared to be tir- 
ing at the end of the first 
half and at various other 
stages throughout the game, 
De Marigny and his team 
could well curse lady luck 
given that the Australian 
Formula 1 Grand Prix may 
well play a significant part 
in the eventual outcome of 
this home and way semi 
final encounter. 

Clearly the Stallions would 
have wanted to play the 
first match in Melbourne 
but the Albert Park home 
ground of South Melbourne 
was unavailable thus grant- 
ing South Melboume the 
benefit of an away game 
when Marconi, who fin- 
ished higher on the ladder 
at the end of the- regular 
season, would have had this 
option under normal cir- 


cumstances, 

South Melboume coach 
Munro is still experiment- 
ing even at this late stage of 
the season with his lineup. 
A stacked midfield in a 3-5- 
2 formation was preferred 
for this encounter and 
Vince Lia was only left on 
the starting bench at the last 
minute, as Sam Poutakidis 
was preferred. 

Marconi were without cap- 
tain and midfield general 
Brad Maloney because of 
injury and his organisation- 
al play was clearly missing. 
Marconi dominated but it is 
‘on the scoreboard that it 
really counts and South 
Melbourne were just not 
going to be beaten. There is 
no doubt that the Stallions 
would have been frustrated 
at their finishing. 

‘The best early chance fell 
to the visitors when Marcus 
Stergiopoulos, against the 
tun of play, fired not too far 
over the crossbar in the 
17th minute. 

On the half hour mark Eric 
Anabalon, who had won the 
ball on a rugby-style charge 
down, reached the byline 
but Joe Spiteri who was in 
an excellent position near 
goal narrowly missed his. 
cut back pass. 

In the 39th minute Storey 
could have done a lot better 
for South Melbourne after 
some excellent lead-up 
work on the left hand side 
of the field where he beat 
Luke Casserly but it wasn’t 


ativity was lacking and 
there were no real chances 
for him to show his free 
kick expertise from set 
pieces. 

It was a great and typical 
Brendan Renaud challenge 
that ended Stergiopoulos’ 
tun in the game, a scene 
that typified the importance. 
of the match. 

Just prior to the break Alex 
Brosque, Marconi’s highly 
rated young striker, from 
outside the penalty box 
fired too straight and 
Eugene Galekovic, his 
Olyroo teammate, saved 
rather easily in the end, 

In the second half South 
Melbourne started off with 
a brief flurry but it was just 
that. Vaughan Coveny’s 


_ early shot was well saved 


by Michael Turnbull. 
Marconi tried relentlessly 
to score and had a series of 
near misses. In the 60th 
minute Nick Carle was 
provider for Spiteri and the 
former Saccetoo striker 
narrowly shot wide. 

A few mimutes later it was 


and Michael Panopoulos 
almost immediately replied 
for the visitors but his shot 
sailed over the crossbar. 

If Marconi were not con- 
vinced that it was not going 
to be their day then they 
need not have looked any 
further than the 81st and 


Siallions skipper Angelo Costanzo shown get- 


ting to the ball first against his South 
_ Melbourne opponent. 


Spiteri who tumed provider 
for Brosque and, one on 
one with a South 
Melbourne defender, the 
young striker too shot nar- 
rowly wide. Perhaps with 
experience these chances 
will converted to goals by 
Brosque. 

It was Brosque’s turn to set 
up Carle in the 68th minute 
but he too was off target 


$2nd minutes. Carle had 
two almost identical 
chances but could not capi- 
talise with either. 

The first chance was with 
his usual left foot and the 
shot went narrowly wide 
and a minute later, Angelo 
Costanzo, set him up with 
another good ball but this 
time Galekovic did well to 
hold onto possession to 


deny the creative playmak- 
ct. 

Tt was a rather fitting game 
for both Galekovic and 
Tumbull. 

Both keepers were- team- 
mates during the recent 
Olyroos campaign that 
made the Olympic Games 
in Athens in August this 
year but both were on 
opposite ends of the field 
defending their keep. 

It could come down to the 
pair when Frank Farina 
selects his final Olyroo 
squad. 

Towards the end replace- 
ment Boutsianis tried to 
find Coveny in the area and 
he narrowly failed to latch 
onto the ball with Turnbull 
well off his line. It would 
have been rough justice for 
Marconi if = South 
Melbourne had have 
scored. 

This Sunday’s return match 
in Melbourne will decide 
the finals fate for this sea- 
son for these two founda- 
tion clubs of the NSL. 
There is no guarantee that 
both or even either will be 


| back in the new revamped 


league next season. This 
could mean that this is the 
last game at the highest 
level of Australian soccer 
between two of the greatest 
clubs to have ever graced 


cer. A big crowd will be on 
hand irrespective of any 
sentimentality. 

‘The always Parochial South 
Melbourne supporters will 
be on hand in cheering their 
beloved squad on and it is 
expected that a full house 
will drain Bob Jane 
Stadium this Sunday after- 


noon. 

Many rival clubs know that 
gaining a win at South’s 
home-ground is always a 
tough task but if Carle, 
Spiteri and Brosque hit fine 
form, we could see the 
Stallions roar into next 
week’s final stages of the 
NSL Finals Series. 


TANA DELIGHTED WITH 
O’NEILL APPOINTMENT 


erth Glory owner 

Nick Tana is 

delighted that 
John O'Neill has been 
appointed CEO of the 
Australian Soccer 
Association. 

Tana told the West 
Australian, "He is the one 
who is going to make the dif- 
ference. The Glory chairman 
is pleased that O'Neill will 
be involved in the forming 
of a new Premier League 
competition and consider 
new franchise applications. 
"I would like to think he 


would deliberate on it very 
quickly and hand it down 
with or without any modifi- 
cations," Tana said. 
"Hopefully it will be handed 
down with a number of 
things, including the issue of 
sponsorship and television 
rights, having been resolved 
or yery firmly addressed." 

O'Neill kick-started his 
career at the ASA offices on 
Monday and from reports 
has already stepped up the 
gear at the one-time Soccer 
Australia desks. 

The huge item that will 
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surface itself in the next few 
weeks will be the issue of the 
APL next season. 

It is known that O’Neil! 
will make the decision on 
the clubs and that a General 
Meeting will take place for 
the clubs’ appointments. 

In respect to the Glory, 
Tana has shown a keen inter- 
est in kicking on with the 
Western Australian Minor 
Premiers however there has 
been some stern talk of a pri- 
vate group that have shown a 
keen interest in buying out 
the Glory. 


(&) ABSw: 


MATILDAS SECURE THEIR 
OLYMPIC GAMES BERTH 


he Matildas have qualified for the Athens - 


j 2004 Olympic Games after soundly defeat- 

ing hosts Fiji 7-0 today in the last match of 
the Oceania Women’s Olympic Qualifying 
Tournament at Govind Park in Ba. 

Australia finished in first position. three points 
ahead of Papua New Gitinea, and therefore cement 
their place in the ten-team Athens 2004 Olympic 
women’s football event. 

‘The Matildas were never in doubt of claiming the 
victory, clearly the dominant team from the opening 
minutes. Youngster Lana Harch was top scorer for the 
day with a hattrick, whilst fellow striker April Mann 
snared a double, 

Australia fielded a new lineup and also took the 
‘opportunity to work on their attacking game, concen- 
trating on building effective attacks rather than taking 
Perhaps a more direct route to goal. The focus was on 
good passing combinations and smart movement off 
the ball. Via this route, the Matildas scored five first 
half goals against a Fiji who got numbers behind the 
ball and remained disciplined and determined 


Matildas’ hot shot Amy Taylor in action 


throughout the match, whilst also looking to push for- 
ward whenever possible. 

Despite the sapping heat and extreme humidity, the 
Matildas posted a quick pair on the scoreboard within 
five minutes, Harch the scorer on both occasions with 
two sharp finishes, her first ever senior international 
gouls, In the 3rd minute, a sweet sweeping move 
resulted in a Rhian Davies cross from the right which 
was flicked on in the box, allowing Harch in for the 
first-time drive low past the goalkeeper from 16 
metres. Two minutes later, a Leah Blayney hall found 
Harch with time to control the ball before thumping it 
into the roof of the net from the edge of the box. 

On the quarter-hour mark, Harch was close to com- 
pleting a triple from a chip over the defence by Karla 
Reuter on the left. From an acute angle on the left, 
Harch attempted to place the ball just inside the far 
post, but keeper Paulini Ragani dived well to parry the 
tall, leaving Mana to rise to the high bouncing ball 
and head home at close range, Mann scored again four 
minutes later, picked: out with a long tall from deep 
tight by Davies, and successful on the half-volley 
from 16 metres, 

Australia stretched the lead to 5-0 in the 33rd 
minute when Gill Foster, today pushed forward into 
the attacking trio, scored her first ever international 
goal. Foster cut inside from the left and cracked her 
drive from the edge of the box into the top right cor- 
ner of goal. 

Harch recorded her hattrick four minutes after the 
interval from a Foster ball which she sent on target 
from 14 metres on the left. 

The home crowd cheered loudly as Fiji recorded 
their best period of the game midway through the sec- 
ond half, bustling their way forward in attack on four 
occasions but never got within sight df goal as the 
Australian defence cleaned up any danger. 

Substitute Selin Kuralay was unlucky not to claim 
a goal in the 71st minute, her long range strike crash- 
ing against the crossbar, A goal six minutes later put 
away by sub Katie Gill after a parried Davies shot was 
disallowed for offside. 

The tiring Matildas got a litte bogged down in the 
final ten minutes against a still spirited Fiji defence, 
until goal number seven was scored in the last minute 
of play. A well-floated ball by Blayney deep on the 
tight found Gill lurking at the far post for a clean fin- 
ish from 6 metres. 

National Coach Adrian Santrac was happy with the 


OFC (OCEANIA) WOMEN’S OLYMPIC 


QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT 
2-6 March 2004 
Govind Park, Ba, Fiji 


MATCH DAY THREE 

Saturday 6 March 2004 

Result; AUSTRALIA 7 (Lana Harch 3', 5', 49', 
April Mann15', 19’, Gillian Foster 33', Kathryn Gill 
90) 

HO 

Halftime score: 5-0 


Kickoff: 3.00pm 

Weather: Hot, very humid, 34°C 

Pitch condition: Good flat grassy surface 

Crowd: 600 approx 

Match Officials: 

Referee - Zhang Dongging (CHN); Assistant 
Referees - Liu Hongjuan (CHN), Ayukai Shiho 
(JPN), Fourth Official - Hong Eun Ah (KOR). 


AUSTRALIA Lineup: Melissa Barbieri (GK), 
Gillian Foster (Kathryn Gill. 75’), Karla Reuter, 
Dianne Alagich, Rhian Davies, Kate McShea 


(Pamela Grant 46'), April Mann (Selin Kuralay 46'), 
Joanne Peters (capt), Amy Taylor, Leah Blayney, 
Lana Harch. 

‘Unused Substitutes: Cassandra Kell (GK), Tal 
Karp, Sarah Walsh, Lisa De Vanna. 

Cautions: nil 

Expulsions: nil 


FIJI Lineup: Paulini Ragani (GK), Sera 
Talanavula (Kini Wilson Ratoto 65°), Asena Reba 
Ratu, Kasaya Lovodua (Miriama Nawagalevu 81'), 
Kinisimere Vanua, Katarine Sanmarie (Kinisimere 
Selau 57}, Mereilisoni Adireki (capt), Naomi Regu, 
Lavenia Yalovi, Alisi Meredani, Unaisi Moce. 

Unused Substitutes: Ro Akisi Nayasa (GK), 
Finau Vulivuli, Lusiana Rokobouta, Shirlyn Singh, 
Annabel Rao, 

Cautions:Kinisimere Vanua 81', 

Expulsions:nil 
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Striker of the future for the Matlidas, 
Victorian Lisa de Vanna 
performance and naturally delighted to now be head- 
ing to the Athens Olympic Games. “We had a job to 
do to qualify for the Olympics, and we’ve achieved 
what we wanted to achieve, and now we’te going to 
Athens.” 

“Today the conditions, especially in the first half, 
were very difficult. There were specific things we 
were looking at today, working on certain aspects of 
our game to benefit from the game today, rather than 
pumping in a lot of goals, We were looking to ensure 
our goal of performing at a level of where we want to 
be, and from that perspective, we’re generally 
pleased,” 

“As for our chances in Athens, we’ve got a lot more 
to do between now and the Olympics. We're building, 
we're developing and improving, and hopefully we'll 
do well.” 

Australia are the seventh team to confirm their 
place for August’s Olympic Games ten-nation 


By Dave Davutovic 


Je Didulica could be lost to the Socceroos 


forever with Croatia on the yerge of pulling 
off a massive coup in securing the Geelong 
goalkeeper’s services. . 
~It has been revealed that Didulica will be select- 
ed in the Croatian squad to play Turkey in a friend- 
lyon March 31 in Zagreb and has been promised 
game time in atleast one half. Any appearance will 
officially rule-him ineligible to wear the green and 
gold. 

Itis believed that Croatian officials contacted the 
Australian Soccer Association early this week 
Tequesting confirmation that Didulica has not yet 
tepresented Australia The Socceroos are scheduled 
to face South Africa a day earlier in London, but 
Frank Farina is likely to go with the usual pairing of 
Mark Schwarzer and Zeljko Kalac. 

The prospect of being Croatia’s No.1 keeper at 
June's European Championships in. Portugal as 
opposed to the Socceroos third-choice looks like 
swaying Didulica towards the country of his 
father’s birth’ 

“Croatia's becoming more and more appealing 
Td love to play in a big tournament such as the 
European Cup,” Didulica said last week from 
Vienna. 

“I don’t know who Frank Farina’s going to pick 
{against South Africa), I could be on standby again. 
T don’t want to be picked just for the sake of having 
a cap and being in the Australian team and I think 
Frank Farina won’t do that also, 

“He picks his two best keepers and for his mind 
its always been Schwarzer and Kalac. . . He’s pret- 


Australia may lose Joey Didulica 


women’s football lineup. They join European leading 
pait Germany and Sweden, Brazil as South America’s 
top team, USA and surprise team Mexico who 
emerged finalists from the CONCACAF region two 
days ago, plus hosts Greece. Africa completes its 
qualification process later this month, whilst Asia’s 
two representatives will be decided in April. 

Athens 2004 will be Australia’s second participa- 
tion in the Olympic Games women’s football event 
since the sport was first accepted into the Olympic 
family for Atlanta 1996. Australia made its Olympic 
debut as host nation at the Sydney 2000 Olympics, 
narrowly missing the semifinals and placing 7th from 
a field of eight. 

This is the first time a separate regional qualifica- 
tion process has been employed for Olympic women’s 
football, the lineup previously being the top placed 
teams from the previous year’s Women’s World Cup. 


Se, ‘Ce 


es 


Rhlan Davis did well in their seven-nil romp 
over a haples Fijian outfit. 


ty loyal to those two and that will probably mean I'd 
be on the standby list again. 

“Farina hasn’t-seen me play since Melbourne 
Knights played Brisbane Strikers, when he played 
against me, but the Croatian officials haye come to 
games and they’re live on European television so 
they see games and they base their decisions on 
that.” 

Croatia has kept an keen eye on the 26-year-old 
since his days at Ajax Amsterdam, and with most of 
their top-line keepers out of form, the nation has 
pinpointed Didulica as the man to pressure Stipe 
Pletikosa for the No.1 jersey. 

Croatian coach Otto Baric witnessed Didulica 
keep yet another clean sheet on the weekend as 
Austria Vienna played out a 0-0 draw with AK 
Graz, and the pair spoke at length after the game. 

HINS (Croatian Football Federation) president 
Vlatko Markovic flew to Vienna to meet with 
Didulica on Tueday and Croatia’s goalkeeper coach, 
1998 World Cup hero Drazen Ladic, will again be 
on hand to observe Didulica when Vienna plays this 
weekend, 

“By the sounds of things it’s all open at the 
moment. Pletikosa (Croatia’s first-choice for the 
past four years) is not in the’ best of form and they 
told me he’s not untouchable,” Didulica said, 

Didulica would be the third Australian to switch 
to Croatia in recent years, following Ante Seric and 
former Melbourne Knights defender Josip Simunic, 
the latter now a regular fixture in the national team. 

The trend of having Australian stars don rival 
national team side’s colours has mounted in the past 
few months - a trend Australian’s hope will cease to 
continue. 


The Lions — 2003 Champions of Queensland (2, 


By Glenn Davis 


jormer Socceroo great Col 

Bennett repeated his claim 

newly promoted Easts were 
top three contenders in this year’s 
premier league after an upset 4-nil 
win over Pine Rivers at Wendy 
Allison Park on Saturday night. 

Easts, who returned to premier 
league this season after winning first 
division last year, were thrashed 3-nil 
by Brisbane City in the opening round 
the previous week. 

Despite the unflattering scoreline, 
Bennett bravely predicted after the 
City loss, his team would make the 
semi-finals. 

However, Bennett, who was a for- 
mer Socceroo captain and a veteran 
national league defender for Brisbane 
Lions, went a step forward after the 
Pine Rivers’ demolition, 

"We've got a very skilful side and 
for once have got some good depth in 
our reserves,” Bennett said. 

"We'll be pushing Queensland 
Lions and Brisbane City for the top 
three for sure. 

"To come back after losing to 
Brisbane City last week and put four 
goals past Pine Rivers at their ground 
was a big turnaround. 

"We had a bit of luck and they had 
their chances but we played too well.” 

Easts opened the scoring through 
striker Matt Baldizzone in the 28th 
minute before midfielder Brad Ditton 
blasted an angled short home from 35 
metres to give Easts a shock 2-nil half 
time lead. 

Bennett brought on striker Nash 
Catchlove in the second half and his 
injection was rewarded with Easts’ 
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3rd goal on the breakaway when he 
drew the keeper and chipped him on 
the run, 

Easts put the final nail in Pine 
Rivers’ coffin five minutes from the 
end when Nick George-Coker scored 
his first goal of the season. 

Pine Rivers’ performance left play- 
er-coach Clayton Koch bemused with 
his side’s start to the seasqn. 

"Last year in the first round we con- 
ceded only two goals in the first half," 
Koch said. 

"Maybe we’re still hungover from 
making the grand final last year. 

"It’s hard to come from behind in 
any game but we’re giving away too 
many easy goals." 

Koch believed Easts’ first goal 
proved the killer blow. 

"The first goal was a debacle and 
we were on top of them until they 
scored," he said. 

"We’re playing like a team without 
confidence but the first goal sank us 
and we went from a team playing bet- 
ter than them to be 2-nil by half time." 

Meanwhile Bennett has given his 
side a target of 12 points from their 
first five games. 

"We’ve got a good start to the sea- 
son and we’re looking for 12 points 
from our next four games against- 
Taringa, Mitchelton, Toowoomba and 
North Star before we played the big 
guns — Brisbane Lions and Palm 
Beach," 

Defending champions Queensland 
Lions were given a huge fright on the 
Gold Coast before making the road 
trip home with a 2-1 win over Palm 
Beach, 

Palm Beach led 1-nil following a 
Daniel Fung yolley from 25 metres 
midway through the first period. 


However, Lions’ experience told in 
the final 30 metres when Greg Di 
Losa equalised in the 60th minute 
before Reece Tollenaere bagged the 
winner for the visitors. 

Lions’ coach Miron Bleiberg 
believed the only thing that separated 
the two teams in the first period was 
Fung’s sensational strike. 

"Palm Beach are not a bad side and 
Daniel Fung’s goal was the only dif- 
ference between the two teams in the 
first half," Bleiberg said. 

"I said at the start of the season the 
two teams mostly likely to trouble us 
this year would be Brisbane City and 
them.” 

Palm Beach coach Karl Herdle 
believed his side’s lack of experience 
told in the end. 

"We're a very young side and we 
had about seven players out there who 
were only 18," he said. 

"We were the better side in the first 
half and we had them on the run but 
got done by experience in the end. 

"They only started to get on top in 
the last 30 minutes and it was two 
lapses of concentration that let us 
down when mental fatigue set in, 

"They are a national league side but 
we created several chances and we’re 
looking forward to the replay 
already." 

A late injury time goal from striker 
Nick Maas denied Mitchelton its first 
premier league victory in its club’s 
history in a thrilling 3-all draw with 
Rochedale. 

Mitchelton, who won promotion to 
premier league for the first time this 
year, were leading 3-2 six minutes 
into injury time before Maas’ equalis- 
er. 
“We got out, of jail and thankfully 


the referee’s watch must have 
stopped," quipped Rochedale coach 
Keiran Cooper. 

"Mitchi played a good system and 
got men behind the ball and got us on 
the break," he said. 

Rochedale got off to a perfect start 
at home in the Sth minute when 
Nathan Woodbridge slotted home but 
it was soon cancelled out by Mitchi’s 
Tim Alridge, 

A 35-metre strike from Greg 
Thomas, which snuck under the 
Mitchi keeper, gave Rochedale a 2-1 
lead at the break before Daniel Ham 
levelled the game again for the home 
side, 

Mitchelton then got their noses in 
front through Etrenne Mermer and 
looked set for the three points until 
Maas stunned the visitors with his late 
equaliser in injury time. 

Mitchelton coach Greg Brown said 
trying to defend a lead in the latter 
stages cost his side victory. 

"It was disappointing. We tried to 
defend our lead instead of playing 
normally,” Brown said. 

"That gave Rochedale too much 
ball but I don’t know how there could 
have been so much stoppage time.” 

North Star suffered its second 
straight loss of the new season when 
thrashed 3-nil by Souths at Wavetly 
Park. 

Souths led 2-nil at the break after 
goals from Brett Richardson and 
Mark Cruze before Joel Drewek put 
the game beyond doubt after the inter- 
val. 


Souths coach Peter Bannon 
believed the sharp turnaround from 
their first round draw with Taringa 
stemmed from a marked training 
improvement. 


QurERSiAND 
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"Hopefully the penny has dropped 
with some players that what we do on 
the training pitch carries through to 
match day," Bannon said. 

"T couldn’t fault my players espe- 
cially Ryan Bridge and our keeper 
Chris Hogg." 

In contrast North Star coach Ken 
Swan labelled his side’s effort as 
"pathetic". 

"The game was transferred to their 
second pitch because of the rain but 
that should not have affected us," 
Swan said, 

"We were pathetic and they were 
more committed. 

"We’ve got to learn to muscle up 
more and show some commitment 
and passion. 

"We lost 2-1 last week to Wynnum. 
but that game could have gone either 
way. "This time we were atrocious 
right across the pitch and we didn’t 
have one good player." 

In other second round matches, 
Brisbane City maintained its perfect 
start to the season downing Taringa 
3-1 at Spencer Park while the 
Toowoomba-Wynnum Wolves clash 
was postponed. 


Greg Di Losa was on the 
Score-sheet for the QLD Lions 
in their two-one win over 
Rochedale. 


Premier League 

Rochedale Rovers 3 (Woodbridge, Thomas, Maas) v Mitchelton 3 
(Aldridge, Ham, Mermer) 

Half-time 2-1 

Souths Utd 3 (Cruse, Drewek 2) v North Star 0 

Half-time 2-0 

Palm Beach 1 (Fung) v Qld Lions 2 (Di Losa, Tollenaere) 

Half-time 1-0 

Pine Rivers © y Easts 4 (Ditton, Baldizonne, George-Coker, 
Catchlove) 

Half-time 0-2 

Toowoomba v Brisbane Wolves (Match Postponed) 

Brisbane City 3 (Battistin, Stevenson, Halliwell) v Taringa Rovers 
1 (Davani) 

Half-time 1-1 


Qld Lions 
Brisbane City 
Souths 
Rochedale 
Easts 

Palm Beach 
Brisbane Wolves 
Mitchelton 
Taringa 
‘Toowoomba 
North Star 
Pine Rivers 
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Premier Reserves 
Rochedale Rovers 4 Mitchelton 2, Souths Utd 3 North Star 0, Palm 
Beach 2 Qld Lions 1, Pine Rivers 2 Easts 2, Toowoomba v Brisbane 
Wolves (Match postponed), Brisbane City 4 Taringa 0 


Premier Youth 
Rochedale Rovers 4 Mitchelton 1, Souths Utd 0 North Star 2, Palm 
Beach 2 Qld Lions 6, Pine Rivers 1 Easts 3, Toowoomba v Brisbane 
Wolves (Match postponed), Brisbane City 2 Taringa 2 


Div 1 
Beenleigh 4 Rocklea 0, Ipswich Knights 2 Mt Gravatt 1, Redlands 0 
Olympic 2, $’side Eagles 1 Capalaba 2, Albany Ck 2 Peninsula 4, Uni 
of Qld 1 Gap 1 


Olympic 
Beenleigh 
Peninsula 
Redlands Utd 
Capalaba 
S'side Eagles 
Ipswich Knights 
The Gap 
Uni-of QLD 
Albany Creek 
Mt Gravatt 
Rocklea Utd 


VY RNP RRA 
cocootr + EDs 
eooonnoooorro’ 
CeRYLANRKLENO® 


Div 1 Res 
Beenleigh 1 Rocklea 2, Ipswich Knights 1 Mt Gravatt 7, Redlands 3 
Olympic 2, S’side Eagles 2 Capalaba 0, Albany Ck 2 Peninsula 2, Uni 
of Qid 3 Gap 0 


Div 1 Yth 
Beenleigh 2 Rocklea 0, Ipswich Knights 0 Mt Gravatt 3, Redlands 


1 Olympic 2, S’side Eagles 0 Capalaba 12, Albany Ck 1 Peninsula 1, 
Uni 3 Gap 2 


Div 2 
Moggill 1 Slacks Ck 4, Goodna v Grange (postponed), Annerley 0 
Bethania 3, North Pine 2 Samford 1, Brisbane Force 1 Newmarket 2, 
Oxley 1 Ipswich City 3. 


Div 2 Res 
Moggill 1 Slacks Ck 4, Goodna v Grange (postponed), Annerley 2 
Bethania 2, North Pine 6 Samford 0, Brisbane Force 1 Newmarket 1, 
Oxley 1 Ipswich City 3 


Metro 1 
Pineapple Rovers 4 Acacia Ridge 1, Darra Lions 5 Mitchelton 0, 
Clairvaux 0 Taringa 1, Bayside 0 Souths 3, Uni of Qld 3 Wilston 4, Park 
Ridge 0 Brisbane Wolves 3 


Metro 3 
Pineapple Rovers 6 Acacia Ridge 1, Easts v Pine Hills (postponed), 
Darra Lions 3 North Pine 1, Clairvaux 4 Newmarket 0, Bayside 1 
Souths 0, Uni of Qld 0 Grange 0 


Metro 4 
Regents Park 14 Gap 0, Newmarket v Brisbane Force (postponed), 
S'side Eagles v Acacia Ridge (postponed), Old Bridge 6 Beenleigh 2, 
Brisbane City v Taringa (not available), Slacks Ck v Mt Gravatt (post- 
poned) 
Metro 5 
Brighton 3 Ipswich City 0, Ridge Hills y Annerley (postponed), 
Newmarket v Albany Ck (postponed), Easts v Olympic (postponed), 
Clairvaux 0 North Star 5, Slacks Ck v Redlands (postponed) 


Metro 6 
Regents Park 3 Goodna 9, Camira 0 Albany Ck 1, Mt Gravatt v 
Brisbane Wolves (postponed), Park Ridge v Mooroondu (postponed) 
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SOCCER SKILLS 
GIVE-A-WAY 


ormer Yugoslav superstar Dusan Parac has 
recently released an instructional video titled 
ready, set, goal. 

To celebrate the release of Dusan’s second video 
Australian & British Soccer Weekly will be offering 
readers a chance to win Dusan’s first video Soccer 
Skills. 

Dusan has been a skills coach for over twenty years 
and strives to teach youngsters to get a feel for the ball 
so they can perform the breathtaking maneuvers that 
Zidane so regularly thrills his fans with. 

The video also emphasizes Dusan’s other philoso- 
phies; that soccer skills must be developed in child- 
hood and hard work and perseverance are essential in 
developing skills and becoming a more proficient 
soccer player. 

For 40 mins Dusan and several boys take us 


ERIKSSON FOR 
CHELSEA COACH! 


Dear Sir, 

While most of the attention has been focused on 
Arsenal, Manchester United and Chelsea at the top of 
the English ladder, this season has seen the real emer- 
gence of two coaches who may take England into the 
World Cup in 2006. 

Speculation is growing that current coach Sven- 
Goran Eriksson will take up the coaching position at 
big spending Chelsea. Whether he sticks with England 
isa contentious point, but if he does go for the money, 
either 

Steve McLaren or Alan Curbishley would certainly 
be able to fill the void. 

Both coaches have worked hard to gradually build 
a culture of success at their respective clubs. They 
have the respect of the players, and they tactical 
knowledge is excellent, Middlesborough have won 
their first trophy in their history, while Charlton have 
done exceedingly well to compete for a Champions 
League spot with a limited squad and with so many 
London derbies to contend with. 

All is not lost for England post-Eriksson. 

Engene Marickson, 
Pyrmont, NSW. 


VERY STRANGE 


Dear Sir, 

It’s been a strange old NSL season, hasn't it? 

A few things: Perth played most of their away fix- 
tures in the first half of the season, meaning endless 
travel; Marconi played eight matches in four weeks 
and played on a weekend when they were scheduled 
for a bye; Sydney United and Perth met twice in the 
space of four days; and the teams that finish third and 
fourth do not get the home ground advantage in the 
second leg, for the finals. 

While all of these have explanations, it does high- 
light the need for the APL to be a more streamlined 
competition. In Italy, there are never any teams that 
haye games in hand, and the governing body should 
work hard to ensure that nothing disturbs the fixture 
list for next season. 

The soccer community should know in advance 
what is happening with the fixtures, instead of waiting 
until the last minute for the finals to be sorted out, for 
example. 

Craig Jameson. 
St Albans, VIC. 


NSL FINALS A RIPPER 


Dear Sit, 

The final season of the NSL is set to go out with a 
bang, and not a whimper. 

There are six teams of contrasting styles, and this 


‘White Pele’ Dusan Purac shown with a 
young AC Milan star Zvonimir Boban. 


makes for an interesting and entertaining finals series. 
‘The differing styles of the top two is one point in par- 
ticular. While Parramatta are gung-ho right from the 
word go, Perth are more measured in their approach, 
striking at the right moment and making it impossible 
for the opposition to get back into the match, This 
should be a cracker of a major semi final. 

And it is great to see two traditional clubs taking 
each other on to stay alive, while Adelaide and 
Brisbane are two teams who have prospered from 
being the sole NSL club in their respective states, 

Expect fireworks throughout March and on April 4. 
Let's just hope that this feast of football gives the fans 
and those involved in the game, some hope that there 
is plenty of life yet in the national league, 

Lisa Kneightley (email). 


SELECTION CRISIS 


Dear Sir, w 

The upcoming international fixtures involving 
Australia has brought about yet another selection 
conundrum. 

Which players will be selected for the Olyroos, and 
which players for the Socceroos? 

It is moments like these that strong leadership is 
required from ASA, who failed to make the right deci- 
sion in regard to the Viduka/Chipperfield affair, in my 
opinion, 

Sure, a hard line has to be drawn, but what will hap- 
pen now that these two fixtures occur between the 
preliminary final and the grand final of the NSL?. 

Now that locally based players have played them- 
selves into contention for the national teams, will the 
ASA force players still involved in the finals to travel 
across the world to Europe to play in these friendly 
matches? 

This is why the ASA should be careful not to make 
loud statements about taking the hard line with regard 
to the national teams. 

Roberto Portelli. 
Sutherland, NSW. 


IF ONLY 


Dear Sir, 

Soccer supporters around the country should reflect 
on what the NSL has achieved over the last 27 years. 
Soccer in this country has never received the coverage 
or attention it deserves, 

As a sport, is ranks higher than any other sport in 
terms of participants, skill levels, athleticism and 
excitement. 

It hits failed to make a deep impact on the sporting 
public in Australia for a variety of reasons, but apart 
from feelings of nostalgia, we should be considering 
what the future of the game will be like. 

Jim Skarsety. 
Brisbane, QLD. 


10 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY —MARCH 9, 2004 


through basic skills such as dribbling, as well as cross- 
ing, and step-overs. The video originally released in 
1988 features a young Zvonimir Boban and Dejan 
Savicevic dazzling us with the ball control skills that 
saw them both become key members of the AC 
Milan’s legendary European Cup winning team of the 
early 90's. 

Also Inter’s Darko Dancey, former European top 
junior of the year also features in the Soccer Skills 
video. For your chance to win one of four of these 
great videos simply answer the question, who did AC 
Milan defeat in last season's Champions League final, 

Send your answers to ABSW’'s email address on 
absw007@hotmail.com titled ‘Dusan Purac 
Competition’. 

Good Luck 

This weeks winner Victor Calleja- Ryde - NSW. 


Pelé names 
top 125 


fimes World Cup winners Brazil beat old 
rivals France and Italy again by having more 
players than any other country on a FIFA list of 

the greatest living players published last week, 

The FIFA 100 list, drawn up by Brazilian legend Pele 
as part of FIFA’s centenary celebrations, finally num- 
bered 125 players. 

Pelé had been asked to choose 100 from a list of 300 
nominees but admitted the task had proved impossible, 
He finally settled for 50 current players and 75 who are 
now retired, 

“Only in Brazil I could have named 100 players,” said 
Pelé. “When FIFA completes a 1000 years, if I’m still 
here, I will happily pick a 1000 players.” 

Fifteen of the players on the list are from Brazil, 
including Pelé himself, with Italy and France tied for sec- 
ond place with 14 representatives each. 

Next came Holland (13), Argentina and Germany (10 
each) and England (7). 

Inevitably, Pelé was pressed to name the individuals 
he regarded as the best and the man regarded as the 
world’s greatest, was quick to produce the name of 
Zinedine Zidane at the start of his list of the best players 
still plying their trade. 

“At the moment, there is Zidane, no doubt. I won’t say 
Thierry Henry because he is sitting here beside me, but 
you also bave (David) Trezeguet, Roberto Carlos and 
Ronaldo — for me he is still a great player. 

“(Alessandro) Nesta has been one of the best in the 
last five or 10 years. I could say more and players 20 up 
and down. Two years ago Luis Figo was fantastic.” 

Henry said he had been shocked to be included on the 
list. “When I see all the good players there have been in 
the past and playing now, it is unbelievable for me.” 

Most of the 125 players have been specially photo- 
graphed for inclusion in a book to mark the FIFA cente- 
nary. 

Not everyone was happy to be- included however, 
Marco van Basten and Uwe Seeler both refused to take 
part while five other players, including Diego Maradona, 
could not be tracked down. 


FIF€l LIST 

Argentina (10) 

Gabriel Omar Batistuta, Hernan Crespo, Mario 
Kempes, Diego Armando Maradona, Daniel Passarella, 
Javier Saviola, Omar Sivori, Alfredo Di Stefano, Juan 
Sebastien Veron, Javier Zanetti 

Belgium (3) 

Jan Ceulemans, Franky Van der Elst, Jean-Marie Pfaff 

Brazil (15) 

Carlos Alberto, Cafu, Roberto Carlos, Faicao, Junior, 
Pele, Rivaldo, Rivelino, Romario, Ronaldinho, Ronaldo, 
Djatma Santos, Newton Santos, Socrates, Zico 

Bulgaria (1) 

Hiristo Stoichkov 


Chile (2) 
Pablo Figueroa, Ivan Zamorano. 


LE COQ SPORTIF 
BOOTS GIVE-A-WAY 


BSW in association with French soccer brand Le 
‘Coq Sportif are giving you the chance to win soc- 
cer boots that will revolutionize the sport as we 
know it today. 


Having started the company back 
im 1920, Le Cog Sportif has been a 
major brand in Europe and has kit- 
ted the likes of France, Senegal and 
Greece to name a few along side a 
string of other European clabs. 
Currently kick-starting its promotions in Australia, 
the brand famous for its Rooster 


With fs orientable and PAen eet 
adjustable studs, the TRIATOM 

TRI MOTION soccer shoe is probably the best soccer 
shoe im the world and the first shoe, which adapts to the 
soccer players field position and the pitch. 

Question: Name one club (National or Domestic) that 
is sponsored by Le Coq Sportif and send your answers to 
our email address on absw@foreignlanguage.coman 

Hurry, you only have two weeks to do so, get your 
emails in nice and early for a chance! 


Colombia (1) 

Carlos Valderrama 

Croatia (1) 

Davor Suker 

Czech Republic (2) 

Josef Masopust, Pavel Nedved 

Denmark (3) 

Brian Laudrup, Michael Laudrup, Peter Schmeichel 

England (7) 

Gordon Banks, David Beckham, Bobby Chariton, 
Kevin Keegan, Gary Lineker, Michael Owen, Alan Shearer 

France (14) 

Eric Cantona, Marcel Desailly, Didier Deschamps, Just 
Fontaine, Thierry Henry, Raymond Kopa, Jean-Pierre 
Papin, Robert Pires, Michael Platini, Lilian Thuram, 
Marius Tresor, David Trezequet, Patrick Viera, Zinedine 
Zidane 

Germany (10) 

Michael Ballack, Franz Beckenbauer, Paul Breitner, 
fiver Kahn, Juergen Klinsmann, Sepp Maier, Lothar 
Matthaeus, Gerd Muller, Karl Heinz Rummenigge, Uwe 
Seeler 

Ghana (1) 

‘Abedi Pele 

Hungary (1) 

Ference Puskas 

Republic of Ireland (1) 

Roy Keane 

Italy (14) 

Roberto Bagglo, Franco Baresi, Giuseppe Bergomi, 
Glampiero Boniperti, Gianluca Buffon, Giancinto 
Facchettl, Paolo Maldini, Alessandro Del Piero, 
Alessandro Nesta, Gianni Rivera, Paolo Rossi, Francesco 
Totti, Christian Vieri, Dino Zoff 

Japan (1) 


Marco Van Basten, Denis Bergkamp, Johann Cruyff, 
Edgar Davids, Ruud Gullit, Willy van de Kerkhof, Rene 
van de Kerkhof, Patrick Kluivert, Johannes Jacobus 
Neeskens, Ruud Van Nistelrooy, Rob Rensenbrink, Frank 
Rikaard, Clarence Seedorf 


Nigeria (1) Northem Iretand (1) 

Jay-Jay Okocha George Best 

Paraguay (1) Peru (1) 

Romerito Teofilo Cubillas 

Poland (1) Portugal (3) 

Zbigniew Boniek Manuel Rui Costa, 

Eusebio, Luls Figo 

Romania (1) Russia (1) 

Gheorghe Hagl Rinat Disaev 

Scotland (1) Senegal (1) 

Kenny Dalglish El Had] Diouf 

South Korea (1) 

Hong Myung-bo 

Spain (3) 

Emitio Butragueno, Luis Enrique, Raul 
rurkey (2) 

Emwe, Recber Rustu 

Unraine (1) 

Andriy Shevchenko 

Uruguay (1) 

Enzo Francescoul 

USA (2) 

Michelle Akers, Mia Hamm, 


UNDAY will see 

South Melbourne 

clash with Marconi in 
the 2nd leg of the NSL’s 
Elimination Final.at the 
Bob Jane Stadium with 
both managers declaring 
contrasting predictions of 
what promises to be anoth- 
er Battle Royale. 

Following the tense score- 
less draw last Sunday at the 
Marconi Stadium, Stuart 
Munro’s South Melbourne 
theoretically holds a slight 
advantage going into this 
second clash with the loser 
automatically dropping out 
of the “Top Six Series’. 

Unquestionably, Marconi 
last Sunday almost totally 
dominated the first half as 
the coy Victorians elected to 
cautiously ‘sit back’, 

However the second ses- 
sion, (with Marconi’s mobile 
centre-back Simon Bell off 
the pitch with a suspected 
serious injury to his left 
knee), saw Munro’s men 
gradually come forward with 
repeated dangerous forays. 

After the match the 
injured Bell told ABSW: “T 


felt a crack in my knee, but 
there’s been no immediate 
swelling. However when I 
put weight on it, I can feel a 
strong twinge in that area.” 

South Melbourne, guided 
by the highly experienced 
and battle-hardened Munro, 
@ former longserving and 
outstanding defender with 
Scotland giants Glasgow 
Rangers, stated to ABSW: 
“The second match will be 
played entirely differently. 
We still have experienced 
players such as Michael 
Curcija and Paul Trimboli 
available for selection. 

“People speak about expe- 
rienced players being great. 
But I also like hungry play- 
ers. 1 will always prefer to 
select hungry players over 
non-hungry experienced 
players. 

“Tt will be a different 
game next Sunday,"wamed 
the non-nonsense Scot, 

Meanwhile — Marconi’s 
manager and former 
Australian international, Jean 
Paul de Marigny, was most 
emphatic about Marconi’s 
intentions, stating:”"We will 
play no differently to what 
we played today, (last 
Sunday). 

“Having said this, we have 
coming back from injuries, 
and available for selection, 
Dominic Longo, Jeromy 
Harris as well as Brad 
Maloney.” 

Some Historical stats 
between these two great 
teams. 


a) In the Season 1992/3, 
Marconi in the Finals 
scored it’s biggest win over 
South, defeating the 
Melburnians 7-0 at the 
Parramatta Stadium. 


Simon Bell — in doubt 


Jean-Paul de Marigny- 
Marconi’s manager. 

b) South’s heaviest victo- 
ry inflicted on Marconi was 
in Season 2000/1 when the 
Victorians caned the 
Sydney side 6-1 at the Bob 
Jane Stadium. 


c) Marconi showing out- 
standing late-season form, 
in its last 12 games, gal- 
Joped into fourth spot on 
the League ladder having 
lost just once. 

d) South and Marconi 
have each won the NSL 
Championship four times. 


e) Marconi finished 
fourth on the League lad- 
der with 38 points, just one 
solitary point ahead of 
South. 


f) However in 24 League 
matches South have con- 
ceded a most miserly 21 
goals, four less than their 
Sydney counterpart. 


g) In the scoring depart- 
ment the Victorians have 
again been superior, nailing 
the target 39 times, 10 more 
than Marconi. 


h) More than 50% of 
South’s entire goals have 
been accumulated by dead- 
ly strike-dao and 
Internationals, Vaughan 


Coveny and Michael 
Corcija. 
i) Marconi has not won a 


Finals match in the past 
five years. 


j) Both these great teams 
were Foundation League 
Members since 1977. 


(Studman 19, 


Cem 


‘Waleoe 01" 75, MeFreeon 67) 


PRELIMINARY SEMI FINAL - SATURDAY 6 


(Martino 67 pen, Asian 84) 


Gee ercaaeier: 


(Barisic 20", Menser 45) 


.EMTERSHIP 


It’s Nige and Derek here 
from BananaTV's 
Premiership Bizarrio. Each 
week we give you the news 
and our views from around 
he grounds of the English 
Premier League. 


We're back this week 
after being gagged by our 
favourite football paper 
regarding our comments on 
ASA and Frank Lowey. It 
seems that we can be too 
controversial for our own 
good. However, what was 
Brett Emerton doing playing 
a full game for 
Blackpudding Rovers??? 
Arry Kewell must be breath- 
ing a sigh of relief that he 
was suspended from the 
Liverpuddle Sweet FA Cup 
Pompey: disaster, And what 
a disaster it was! How much 
humiliation. do the Red 
Scousers have to suffer 
before Houllier gets the axe? 
He has said that he will 
never quit Liverpuddle. 

‘There is only so much a 
bunch of Scousers can take 
before steeling a motor and 
going on a ram raid. A few 
of them thought they would 
change the habits of a life- 
time and try some graffiti 
instead, 

‘They went to the training 
ground and went wild and 
crazy with a spray can to 
display their disgust at the 
travesty that is now a week- 
ly event. The football being 
played by the Anfield outfit 
is such a shambles, It even 


makes the hardiest football 
fan groan when any 
Liverpuddle game is tele- 
vised. They even look awful 
in the highlights show, so 
how shocking must it be to 
hand over you're hard 
eamed to watch it live?! 
This destruction of a once. 
proud team must be laid 
firmly at the feet of Houllier. 
This club is like a car wreck 
right now, and you could 
take Brian Clough in his 
prime, Bill Shankley and 
Bob Paisley, and we doubt 


even they could fix this 


mess up. Now all they have 
left to play for is the 
European Loser’s Cup anda 
4th place qualification for 
the Champs League next 
season. This will see them 
go out in the qualifying 
rounds if they don’t get their 
hands on some of Bill 
Shankley’s DNA, clone him 
and feed him plenty of 
steroids in the off-season so 
he will be ready to go for 
next year. Houllier should 
step down right now before 
he has to go into witness 
protection and change his 


The incident that got Roy Keane sent off against 
Porto - You be the judge. 


Segre to ty pec 


IZARRIO 


identity because the fans 
have had enough and we 
don’t rate his chances of get- 
ting out of town alive if he 
hangs around much longer. 

All this must be like 
music to the blue Scousers, 
not that they have much to 
crow about. They are set to 
lose Royston Keano prodigy 
madman, Roonalinho, in the 
off-season to either Chelski 
or ManU for a cool 25 mil- 
lion squids. Derek thinks 
that he will end up in SWI, 
but Nige reckons he will 
stay in the North with all his 
mates and make Royston his 
mentor. Let’s see what hap- 
pens after Euro 2004, 

Alan DIY Shearer had an 
interesting talk with a cou- 
ple of brave Norwegians 
doing an interview for Euro 
Losers Cup opponents, 
Valerenga. Brothers 
Kristopher and Aleksander 
Schau risked the wrath of 
Shearer by asking him two 
very odd questions. Firstly, 
the Geordie DIY nut was 
asked what he did after 
going to the loo. The answer 
‘was, 10 comment (we hope. 
he washes his hands). 
Secondly, and quite dis- 
turbingly, he was asked 
what music he listened to 
when he cleaned a homeless 
man’s blood from his car. 
WHAT KINDA . QUES- 
TION IS THAT! Big Al’s 
Tesponse was, pass. So he 
doesn’t listen to music when 
cleaning up the claret or he 
didn’t understand the ques- 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 9, 2004 


tion. Maybe these two wise 
guys should be questioned 
regarding any unsolved 
crimes involving homeless 
men, 

Boro players rocked the 
world of fashion by wearing 
nice pale blue shirts with 
pink ties and winning the 
Carling Milkman’s cup. We 
expect the fashion police 
will arrest them as soon as 
they get off the team coach. 

A quick look at the state 
of football on the sub-conti- 
nent. Yes football is played 
there without elephants! 
And there are plenty of 
goals scored if you go to the 
tight games. Get these 
tesults - Curtorim Gym beat 
Sangolda Lightning 61-1, 
while Wilfred Leisure 
scored a 55-1 win over Dona 
Paula, and the Goa Football 
Association have taken 
dim view of such free-scor- 
ing antics and banned all 
four teams involved. Savio 
Messias, a spokesman for 
the association, said he 
thought there was some 
match fixing involved. NO 
$**T SHERLOCK! 

There endith another 
week of Bizarrio in the 
Premier League and from 
around the globe, You can 
tune your computer in each 
week to www.bananatv.com 
for all the latest bollocks. 

See you here next week! 


Nige & Derek 
Premiership Bisa 


un] 


@ ABsw: 


Green and Gold Army Series Sre*".&.Gots Sumy 


nario be amass ight Loo, : 


(0) 8 
Hours: Mon-Fri 9.30-4.45/Sat 9.30-NOON 


ianefoto mae mina aneurin spot he ets mak ure 
eyo token te Stee a 


Dehn. 

bboiiesdecoronseas if you aren't in London but have family or frends who might be 
interested in coming along, by all mean pass this €-mail on, 

We will be working on the night with “TheGroupies' (a young, mainly Aussie social group of 


rt 
a 


IF YOU HAVE FRIENDS OR FAMILY IN THE UK OR EUROPE LOOKING TO HEAD TO 


THE GAME-MAKE SURE YOU LET THEM KNOW ALL ABOUT THIS MATCH AND GET 
THEM srt bce ala! nga cca BE HUGE! 


Fh panna dch be ce? Ne ah drimbscnacioe- acid 
=Austraia-eanourced soon 90 keep checking gganmycom 


oe 
their Australia Cup which was interrupted by the 


‘need to deal with similar steamy 
in the Pacific: Good tuck gitis!! 


Lee The Green and Gold Army: Australie's national soccer 


Farina exposes an embarrassment 
of midfield riches 


By Mark van Aken 


ome thought it a master- 

stroke, others were 

scratching their heads in 
puzzlement, however Frank 
Farina’s selection of Parramatta 
duo Simon Colosimo and 
Ahmad Elrich for Australia’s 
recent Venezuela friendly 
proved a winner; and there in 
lies the problem, 

You can’t help but feel for poor 
old Vince Grella. The former 
Carlton dynamo that now plies his 
trade for Empoli in one of the 
world’s premier football leagues 
has been busting a gut to get into 
the green and gold. 

While he has played for the 
Socceroos previously, Paul Okon’s 
non-selection seemed to open the 
door for Grella'to finally show the 
national coach what he’s got.only 
to be robbed of his opportunity. 

In reality reports suggest Grella 
was never really a chance of play- 
ing. He had not managed to get on 
the pitch for his Italian club on the 
weekend prior, however his pas- 
sion for his country saw him make 
the trip to South America in the 


hope of a miracle recovery and 
thus a starting spot for the 
Socceroos. 

It never happened, however 
Colosimo was waiting in the 
wings. The still relatively young 
defensive midfielder had his career 
cruelly curtailed while represent- 
ing the national team in an exhibi- 
tion match against Manchester 
United. 

Stints of varying success that 
took him all over Australia and the 
UK with South Melbourne, 
Manchester City then back to 
Perth and now Parramatta seemed 
to have crossed him off the nation- 
al duty register. 

His performance in Caracas was 
one of poise and precision, more 
than vindicating Farina’s left field 
selection. 

As Grella watched from the side 
lines he must have been both 
chuffed for an old mate and utterly 
frustrated that his one chance had 
‘been snapped up by the same per- 
son. For so long Okon was that 
kind of anchor in the mid field and 
Colosimo appears to be the one 
who will most easily continue to 
play this role. 


Vince Grella shown with his family Jn Empoli - The Oz star 
is hoping to get a starting spot in Farina’s Roo squad. 


On paper it’s a no brainer. 
Grella is an important player for a 
Serie A club. 

‘Vincenzo’, as he is known to 
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his Ttalian peers has set himself as 
one of Empoli’s most important 
players alongside the likes of 
Ttalian ace International Antonio 


Di Natale. 

Colosimo plays for a team that 
draws barely a man and its dog to 
is games in a league so far beyond 
surgical help that its administrators 
are calling for euthanasia, 

The problem for Grella is that 
what doesn’t make any sense on 
paper makes perfect sense in reali- 


Just to make the selection 
headaches even bigger for the 
Socceroos coaching staff, this 
match unearthed another star in the 
form of Colsimo’s Power team- 
mate Ahmad Elrich, 

Elrich who came from relative- 
ly obscurity to dominate the 
Olyroos Athens Qualifiers against 
our Pacific neighbors showed us 
no reason why he shouldn't be 
selected as a handy bench weapon 
for future ties. 

Tf this wasn’t already a burden 
coupled with a headache consider 
this. 

The former captain Paul Okon 
says he isn’t finished with the 
Socceroos and Farina agrees. 
Should Okon find form at his new 
club then who knows, he might be 
back in the Socceroos spotlight as 


quickly as he was out of it. 

Add to this that Harry Kewell 
was missing from this match as 
well as Brett Emerton, Scott 
Chipperfield and Josip Skoko and 
you have a whole team in itself 
vying for the precious few mid- 
field spots. 

Good luck prying one from 
Marc Bresciano, he has been ‘sub- 
lime since regularly pulling on the 
green and gold. That Kewell plays 
the bulk of Socceroos football up 
front, when he’s playing that is, 
alleviated some of the pressure 
building in Farina’s forehead, 

This pundit whose claim to 
fame is a couple of mediocre 
efforts in the Larchmont (NY) 
Underl2's wont profess to tell 
Farina how to his job (I know, ‘you 
do it every other week’ I hear you 
say). 

All we can do is wish him all 
the best in making his selections 
for the South Africa match coming 
up ina few weeks, It will be anoth- 
er important step towards building 
our team for that lil’ old tourna- 
ment in Europe mid °06. 

Until Next Week, 


South Melbourne coach Stuart Munro (left) & Strikers 
player/manager Stuart McLaren (right) will be pushing their sides to the 
limit for a Championship crack at the title. 


By Peter Damalas 


ccording to most players, coach- 

es and officials of clubs partici- 

pating in this reformed finals 
series, it does not really matter where a 
team finishes in the 3 to 6 bracket. 

While Perth Glory and Parramatta 
Power were favourites to claim the top 
two slots, the remaining four positions in 
the top six were up for grabs, with eight 
teams capable of playing a part in the 
finals. 

‘The final season of the National Soccer 
League is set to conclude with the most 
interesting play-off series in three seasons. 

While the major semi final will be a 
titanic struggle between the most consis- 
tent team and the most attacking team in 

. the country, the interest in the lower part 


of the equation centres around how South 
Melboume and Brisbane Strikers will per- 
form against teams who are on the rise. 

Both teams have undergone a period of 
soul searching as recent results do not 
point towards impressive showings 
against the fast finishing Marconi 
Stallions and Adelaide United respective- 
ly. 

Stuart Munro inherited a team who 
crumbled at a similar stage last season to 
finish out of the six. Failure is not tolerated 
at a club of South Melbourne’s stature and 
tradition, and the former Scottish champi- 
onship winner has turned things around in 
the Victorian capital, introducing a number 
of young, talented players in the first team- 
players he has come to rely upon over the 
course of this campaign. 

“Our goal at the start of the season was 


to finish as high as possible. I made some 


personnel changes as we needed to 
tebuild. Some of the important players of 
the last few years were changed over for 
the younger guys. I was confident of 
bringing finals football back to the club 
and I think we have made some big strides 
forward,” Munro said. 

Indeed, Souths challenged for a coveted 
top two finish for most of the season 
before an alarming run of four consecutive 
losses in February meant they dropped out 
of contention and into the elimination 
rounds, 

‘Two factors contributed to the fall. 

On the park, the coach was forced into 
reconfiguring his defence due to the loss 
of four defenders to injury. 

On top of this, the finals may have been 
playing on the minds of the players in the 
last weeks of the regular season. Since 
qualification was assured some time 
before, the players may have lost their 
concentration and appetite, especially 
against the Football Kingz and Northem 
Spirit. 

When asked about the effect the loss of 
form has had on the squad, Munro warned 
that this has only been a ‘slip up’, and that 
the players remain in good spirits. 

He did concede, however, that he will 
be worried if the players “don’t snap out of 
it” 

Munro has seen how much his chargers 
can achieve at the best of times, and now 
he has seen the worst. For the finals, 
Munro will settle for a team that is tight at 
the back and effective up front. Defensive 
solidity has been a highlight for the 
Victorian club, whose goals against record 
is second only to Perth. Attacking mid- 
fielders Vaughan Coveny and Con 
Boutsianis are two players whose experi- 
ence may prove telling in the finals series. 

“The fact that {South Melboume] were 
competing at the top proves that the play- 
ers are capable. We have been very even 
with the other finalists during the regular 


,” he said. 

"Fellow Scotsman, Stuart McLaren, has 
been a major success story in his first sea- 
son as player-coach of the Brisbane 
Strikers. The board of directors made a 
huge leap of faith when they installed the 
28 year old into the hot seat, but results 
have proved them correct in their judge- 
ment. 

The similarities between South 
Melbourne and Brisbane do not end with 
the background of their first season coach- 
es, 

The Strikers were in solid form 
throughout the middle of the season, los- 
ing just once in nine matches. A glance at 
their results indicates that they are difficult 
to break down. There has been only one 
blow out score- a 6-1 hammering away to 
Perth- and to their credit, the sixth placed 
team have been competitive with every 
opponent. 

While McLaren did state that finishing 
in the top six was the objective, despite the 
coaching overhaul and the loss of star 
player Fernando Rech, the fact that 
Brisbane achieved this with one match to 
spare has been quite surprising, 

“We thought that 36 points would safe- 
ly qualify us for the finals. We’ve fallen 
one short, and although we are disappoint- 
ed with our results of late, we are very 
happy and the performances have been 
good enough,” McLaren said. 

He pointed out the unity within the 
squad and the workmanlike nature of the 
players as the qualities that have taken the 
club so far this season. The support from 
the board, the assistance of former 
Melboume Knights assistant coach 
Luciano Trani and the leadership of cap- 
tain Peter Grierson have taken the pressure 
off the youngest coach in the NSL. 

Following the unlucky loss to 
Parramatta Power, the team had the oppor- 
tunity. to ease their minds by defeating 
either the Melbourne Knights or the 
Wollongong Wolves in fixtures that they 


were expected to win, and they conspired 
to lose to wooden spooners, the Football 
Kingz in the final round. 

McLaren stated that there was “possibly 
a bit of extra pressure” as a win would 
have confirmed their participation in the 
finals, “It has played on their minds. But 
the players are excited, there is not a great 
expectation for us, but we will do every- 
thing possible to win, . 

“T believe they can lift. It is up to the 
individuals,” McLaren said. 

Looking forward to the finals against 
Adelaide United in the first elimination 
semi-final, McLaren predicted a couple of 
tight contests. 

“Neither side is fantastic in their con- 
version rates, and both teams do not give a 
lot away. Mistakes will be costly, and 
while we’ve had a fairly good run defen- 
sively [this season], we have to be on 
guard.” 

McLaren’s optimism and confidence is 
sure to rub off on his fellow players, win- 
less since early February. 

“If everything goes right we can win 
[the championship]. We’ ve proven we can 
compete with everyone, we have as good a 
chance as everyone else,” he said. 

According to the form book, both South 
Melbourne and Brisbane Strikers will 

find themselves knocked out at the first 
stage, However, both coaches are in agree- 
ment that finals represent a whole new ball 
game. Whether the likes of Marconi and 
Adelaide have peaked too soon remains to 
be seen. Stuarts Munro and McLaren will 
be hoping this is the case, 

“Tf one looks at the other teams that are 
in there, they have all won four or five 
games leading up to the finals. This may 
go in our favour,” Munro said. 

The fact that most clubs and players are 
unclear about their futures in the game 
after this season has added to the interest. 
Desperation and inspiration will determine 
who progresses beyond the first stage. 


WORLD CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP BLUES FOR NSL 


Knights 


revamped FIFA 
Club World 
Championship will 


startin December 2005 and 
be held annually although 
the venue for the first com- 
petition has yet to be 
finalised, FIFA president 
Sepp Blatter said last week. 

Despite some opposition 
to an enlarged Club World 
Championship from the 
South American confedera- 
tion (CONMEBOL) last 
week, Blatter announced that 
FIFA’s executive committee 
had unanimously approved 
its inauguration during a 
London meeting on Sunday. 

“J am a very happy man,” 
said Blatter. 

“As the new competition 
will go ahead in a spirit of 
solidarity with the champi- 
ons of all six FIFA confeder- 
ations involved.” 

One problem though that 
surfaced itself last week was 
the fact that the champion of 
this year’s NSL will not be 
able to compete in the WCC 


however the champion of 
next year’s revamped APL 


to mid-May according to 
NSL General Manager 


Brazil with eight teams 
involved, was not staged in 


The final team that entered the WCC for Oceania, our very own 
Wollangong Wolves. 


league will. 
The Oceania qualfiers 


Stefan Kamasz. 
The championship, held 


could be moyed from April once in January 2000 in 


either 2001 or 2003 because 
of financial and then logisti- 
cal difficulties, 


Academy 


The first round will con- 
sist of knockout matches 
between the champions of 
Africa, Asia, the North 
American and Caribbean 
federations (CONCACAF). 

The two winners of those 
matches will play the South 
American and European 
champions in a knockout 

The losers of the first- 
round matches will play off 
for fifth and sixth places, 
while the semi-final losers 
will play off for the third and 
fourth places which means 
that every team will play two 
matches during the eight-day 
competition. 

‘The tournament is likely 
to put an end to the 
Intercontinental Club Cup 
played between. the 
European and South 
American champions almost 
every year since 1960. 
Blatter said discussions 
would be held among organ- 
isers to see what the future of 
the competition might be. 


Embark On 
Euro Tour 
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unday, 29 February 2004 
will be a sad anniversary 
for the Melbourne Knights, 
the Croatian representative club 
in the National Soccer League 
since 1984 and the direct descen- 
dent of the Croatia Soccer Club 
which took part in the first sea- 
son of the Victorian Provisional 
League in 1954. 

Tt was on Mayday in 1954 that 
Croatia took the field for its first 
competitive match against a team 
from the British Wire Ropes com- 
pany and the result was a three-all 
draw 

In February 2004, Sydney 
United, appropriately the Knights’ 
sister club from New South Wales, 
provided the opposition and the 
Tesult was a scoreless draw, satis- 
fying the honour of both teams, 
neither of which will také part in 
the reconstructed National League 
next season. 

The Knights have had a che- 
quered history to match the pattern 
on the Croatia grab which adoms 
the flags its supporters brandish. 
Founded by a tiny Croatian com- 
munity in Melbourne in 1953, the 


club moved to Geelong in 1957” 


where many immigrants had found 
employment at the Ford Motor 
Works and International Harvester. 
Between 1957 and 1959 Croatia 
fought its way through the leagues 
winning Division One North on 
goal difference in 1959 and being 
presented with the pennant, which 
still hangs in the clubrooms. 


But as a result of a protest 
Preston was awarded an extra 
point and leapt over Croatia into 
the State League. The 
resourceful secretary of the 
“Croatia club Joe Radojeyic ae 
was then asked by Preston if 

Croatia would take its place as [iy 


it had not the players or the f* 


fesources to compete. 

Radojevic accepted, but not 
all of the community agreed 
and as a result there was a split 
with Preston taking part in the 
State League, with a nucleus of 
Croatian players, and Croatia 
Geelong continuing in 
Division One. A series of rele- 
gations and promotions fol- 
lowed and the replacement of 
the Victorian Amateur Soccer 
Football Association by the 
Victorian Soccer Federation in 
1962. The two 

parts of the community came 
together finally in Melbourne in 
1964, and after attracting some 
star players including Duncan 
McKay from Celtic and Hammy 
McMeechan from Slavia the club 
began the rise which led it to the 
State League title, the Ampol Cup 
and the Dockerty Cup in the extra- 
-ordinary 1968 season. In those 
years star players included the leg- 
endary Billy Vojtek and the late 
Jimmy Mackay. 

Four years later Croatia was 
expelled from the VSF after crowd 
trouble during a match with 
Hakoah at Olympic Park. 


The last ever Melbourne Knights team lining up against Sydney 


United in their final match in the National League. 


Coincidentally the two Geelong club joined the National Soccer 
Croatian teams were also turfed League in 1984, when the compe- 
out of their respective compe- tition was expanded into two con- 
titions that year. ferences. 

In 1974 however By the early 1990s 
Tony Vrzina took over 4 ”~ oN Melbourne Croatia 
as coach of the ‘oe \ } was becoming the 


Ukrainian club = dominant team in the 
Essendon Lions league, culminating in 
and in 1975 a back to back 
Croatian take-over Premierships in 
of the Lions was 1994-95 and 1995- 
completed. 96 led by the young 


Tn subsequent years the name Mark Viduka, Andrew Marth, 
was changed to Essendon Croatia and Steve Horvat and coached by 
and then Melbourne Croatia and it Mirko Bazic and then Ian Dobson, 
Was under the last of these that the who was in charge once again in 


February 2004. 

From that peak, the Knights 
gradually fell away, for reasons 
which have to do with the club’s 
success in something which it 
never intended. 

Since its inception the club 
has been an important means by 
which young Croatian migrants 
have come’ to terms with 
Australian society, 

At a time when there were 
very few institutions catering 
for migrants to Australia and 
when the Catholic church was 
much more attuned to the needs 
of Irish migrants, the Croatian 
soccer club became a vital 
Tesource for young people, 
many of whom had few, if 
any, family connections in 
this strange land, 

Later the club also acted as 
a neutral territory when polit- 
ical divisions occurred within 
the community. The drive for 
Croatian independence from |p 
Yugoslavia impinged on the 
club drawing on its resources. 

Now. with independence 
achieved and a sharp fall in 
inward migration to Australia, 
the Croatian community is 
dominated numerically by peo- 
ple bor in Australia, who are 
quite at home here, even though 
they have very strong feelings 


club in same way that older gener- 
ation did. Hence while they turned 
out in thousands for the final 
game, they do not see their cxis- 
tence bound up in the club and as a 
consequence its survival in its pre- 
sent form is quite problematic, 

At lower levels the Croatian 
community clubs continue to sur- 
vive at St Albans, Chelsea, North 
Geelong and Glenroy. 

Subject to the same pressures 

~ they too will have to adapt, but itis 
too soon to write the obituaries, 
even if the Knights will no longer 
grace the National Soccer League. 


for the country from which their - 
parents came, One of the longest and best 
They are Australian S€rving players for the Knights, 


i Andrew Marth shown farewelling 
Croatians and do not need the the fans in his final game. 


Victorian Premier League takes 
shape after four rounds 


By Roy Hay 


‘ith four rounds completed the 

2004 La Ionica Victorian 

Premier League is beginning 
to take shape, 

Notoriously slow starters the Bulleen 
Zebras have come racing out of the blocks 
this season with four wins on the trot, 
though they had to fight hard to overcome 
a very determined Bentleigh Greens on 
Sunday. 

A single goal ‘was enough to see them 
through. Peter Kakos is equal top scorer 
with Leon Buhic of St Albans Saints, each 
with three and the pair could fight out that 
honour to the end of the campaign. 

Hot on the Zebras heels on eight points 
come heavyweights Preston Lions and 
defending champion Green Gully 
Cavaliers. The Cavaliers will be rein- 
forced this week by the return of the 
Vargas brothers, Andy and Rodrigo fol- 
lowing the demise of the Melbourne 
Knights. Andy and the prolific Peter 
Hader will give the Cavaliers a yery sharp 
Cutting edge. Preston, driven on by ever- 
green yeteran Chris Emsovski, could 
probably do with a focal point in attack. 
So far it has only scored five times, each 
by a different player. 

The quality of the league is likely to be 
significantly boosted by the recruitment of 
national league players and crowds this 
season have already been excellent. 
Nearly sixty goals have been scored in 24 
games, so the fans have had plenty of 


excitement. 
Close behind on seven points are four 
teams all bent on a realistic challenge for 
the title, St Albans Saints, Altona Magic, 
Frankston Pines and newly promoted 
Oakleigh Cannons are each capable of 
beating any team in the league. 
Consistency will be the key to success, 
The Cannons started well, then gota rough 
awakening from Bulleen, but rebounded 
quickly after that defeat in Round Three. 
Essendon Royals; Whittlesea Stallions, 


the other newly promoted side Knox City 
and a young Bentleigh Greens team make 
up the next group. Knox and the Greens 
look to be facing a long season of struggle, 
though they will cause the odd-upset. The 
Royals have gone for a very close-knit for- 
mation with four of the Catalano family 
figuring in the line-up in recent games. 
The Stallions got the first win on Sunday 
with former Altona Magic and Preston 
striker Zoran Petrevski grabbing a brace. 
The well-travelled veteran Kris 


Trajanovski and young and yery promis- 
ing striker Peter Koutsoupias were also on 
target. 

After recruiting heavily in the off-sea- 
son and with Fab Incantalupo replacing 
Josip Biskic as coach, Fawkner was look- 
ing toa much better year in-2004, but finds 
itself pointless after four games. 

Why? Reason being Incantalupo has 
been sacked only after four rounds. 

Eyen so it came within a whisker of get- 
ting one from the Cavaliers in Round 4, 


Green Gully will have the services of ex-Knights stars Andy (Left) Rodrigo Vargas for this week’s match against 


the Oakleigh Cannons, 
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with former Knights midfielder Ljubo 
Lapsansky opening his account in a two- 
one loss. Former South Melboume 
defender Fausto de Amicis is also in the 
Blues line-up and with that experience it 
should not be long before the team drags 
itself off the bottom. But President Santo 
Rizza’s hopes of a top five finish look out 
of reach this early in the season. 

This week-end there are no matches as 
a result of the Labour Day holiday, and 
Round Five kicks off on Saturday 13 
March with Altona Magic hosting 
Frankston Pines at Paisley Reserve. 


‘Adelaide United 3 (C Veart 31’, F Agius 67’, M Brooks 92’) v Brisbane Strikers 0 

Referee: Ben Williams. Crowd: 16,258 . Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium. 

‘Teams: Adelaide United: Scarsella, Alagich, Rees (Thompson 66"), Goulding, Valkanis, Aloisi, 
Terminello (Brooks 74”), Veart, Vidmar, Agius, Budin. 

Subs Not Used: Westervelt, Pellegrino, Bajic (gk). 

Brisbane Strikers: Higgins, McCloughan (Morley 29’), McLaren, Grierson, Fitzsimmons, 
Brain, Pilic, Heath, McKay, Moon (Scuderi 74”), Rose. 

© ° ° e Subs Not Used: Evans, Kearton (gk). 

Adelaide United 3 vs Brisbane Strikers 0 Cautions: N Budin (AU) 9 
Red Cards: W Heath (BS) 69”. 


ELIMINATION ] ST LEG Referee: Eddie Lennie. Crowd:2,127.Venue: Marconi Stadium, 


Teams: Marconi Stallions: Turnbull, Bell (Brodie 41’), Costanzo, Casserly, Gibson, 
Spiteri, Brosque, Thwaite, Carle, Renaud, Anabalon (Webb 46’). 
Subs Not Used: Last, Cotte, Alogdellis (gk). 


f 
s 
ARCO p) South Melbourne: Galekovic, Osman, Storey, Panopoulos, Kovacevic, Coveny, 
> MARCON f 4 ) Stergiopoulos (Boutsianis 41’), Laurie, Murdocca, Poutakidis, Tunbridge (Lia 75’). 


Subs Not Used: Curcija, Sarkies, Theoklitos (gk). 
Marconi Stallions 0 vs South Melbourne 0 


Cautions: NIL 


Final Table 


PERTH GLORY 
PARRAMATTA POWER 
ADELAIDE UNITED 
MARCONI STALLIONS 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC. 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
SYDNEY UNITED 
NEWCASTLE UTD 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS. 
KINGZ 


72111 0 33 6 
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from the 


dressing sheds 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


SYDNEY BLUES TO 
COME 


Yet again the rumour mill is running high that a 
new club called the “Sydney Blues’, will unearth itself 
in the next few weeks for the new APL competition 
set to commence next November. 

Although having told press that he was not inter- 
ested in pushing for a club next season, Sydney-City 
chief Nick Politis is expected to be the man for the 
Blues in their bid to claim status as the number one 
club in Sydney. 

Playing out their matches at the SES, its believed 
that three high profile coaches have already been con- 
tacted for the job, and that one has supposedly accept- 
ed? 

Also, an influx of ‘high quality’ stars have also 
‘been snapped up — some former Socceroos, some cur- 
rent, that will bring together a ‘Super Sydney Side’, 

Names such as Ante Milicic, Clint Bolton, Simon 
Colosimo and even former Newcastle United striker 
Joel Griffiths have all been approached by officials of 
the new club, 

Joel is said to be retuming from his Swiss club 
Neuchatel Xamax after his initial move this year due 
to the upgrade of our league next season. 

Look to see a number of our quality players, both 
experienced and our youth stars return to our shores 
under the Lowy regime. 


WOLVES PUSH FOR APL 
ENTRY 


A united Wollongong Wolves board will ask club 
shareholders to back a bid for entry into the new 
national league at an upcoming extraordinary general 
meeting. 

The Wolves board voted unanimously on Monday 
to request that shareholders back the move for entry 
into the revamped league cither as a stand-alone bid or 
one made in conjunction with others.” 

Wolves chairman Doug Symes said that while a 
fall-back position of playing in the proposed eastern 
seaboard competition was there, remaining in the top 
flight was the club’s preferred option. 

“The board has passed a motion which will recom- 
mend to the next shareholders meeting that the 
Wollongong Wolves will present an expression of 
interest to be included in the national league. That is 
what the board will be recommending to them, 

“But if they don’t want to do that then they have to 
determine if there is some other way that it should be 
done. Whichever way it goes, the new EOI (expres- 
sion of interest) will have to show a much bigger sup- 
port base than currently attending the games,” he said, 

Wolves board members Walter Boscoscuro, John 
Carson, Bruce Cunningham, Mario Mastroianni, John 
McEwan, Mirko Milic, Peter Scioscia, John 
Simonoyski, Jennifer Symes, Phil Torpy and- Hans 
van De Haar joined Doug Symes in agreeing that 
chasing a berth in the national league should be the 
club’s number one priority. 

The news will dispel fears that the board was not 
united when it came to planning for the future. 

The meeting, on March 11, may end up being 
moved back, due to the Australian Soccer 
Association’s delay in announcing the formal criteria 
for entry into the new league. 

The development of the Lysaght’s site, for which 
the club has almost A$2 million in funding, is still part 
of the plans. 

‘Symes said integrating the Illawarra football com- 
munity remained a priority irrespective of the out- 
come of the expression of interest. 

(Thanks to AAP) 


HEARTS TO PLAY IN OZ? 


Close sources in the soccer media last week sug- 
gested that Scottish Premier League side Hearts are 
set to play one of their home league matches in AUS- 
TRALIA next season — that’s right Australia. 


“The Scotsman’ newspaper reported that, with the 
preferred opponents being Giant-Killers Celtic, the 
Scottish FA is considering the move which could 
spring the Federation on up to $1.2 million for the 
game. 

The MCG has been’singled out as a possible venue 
for the possible match after talks between the Scottish 
club and Melbourne-based Tribal Sports Management 
commenced after its initial two-year plan. 

Tribal, led by one of Australia’s leading Player 
Agents Lou Sticca stated that they proposed a plan to 
play a Scottish top flight match two years ago that 
gained the support of the then Chief Executive Roger 
Mitchell. 

“Hearts approached Tribal Sports Management 
about holding a game in Australia for championship 
points and I have been working for a long time to try 
to put it together. 

“Tt would take place near the start of the season, 
probably in August. We would very much like Celtic 
to be the opposition, as they have a massive global 
supporter base and are one of the best-known football 
‘brands’ in the world. 

“Tf this does come off, it would be a huge break- 
through for soccer, both in Scotland and in this coun- 
try. People in Australia are sick of exhibition matches. 

“Imagine the passion and commitment, the atmos- 
phere, in a match being played for real points where 
success or failure could determine a team’s champi- 
onship challenge”, Sticca stated. 

‘The verdict is still to be announced with chances 
looking slim, however the pot of gold that awaits the 
Scottish FA would be something its side’s will be 
looking towards in giving them the green light. 

“There is a proposal before the SPL for Hearts to 
play a home fixture next season in Australia”, Hearts 
coach Craig Levein stataed. 

“Tf the plan does come about then it could help take 
Hearts to a new level. I think that there are lot of expa- 
triates in Australia. I would see it as a life experience 
and it could help the club. 

“We are looking at either August or possibly 
January, which would also allow the clubs involyed to 
have a mid-season break, The proposed opposition at 
this early stage is Celtic.” 

One player who will surely hope that this deal does 
become a reality is Melbourne-born defender Patrick 
Kisnorbo. 

The hopeful Olyroo youngster is currently starring 
for Hearts’ first grade squad and has made a good 
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impact since his move from NSL side South 
Melbourne. 


ADELAIDE RAKE IN THE 
DOLLARS 


What a week it was for new NSL side Adelaide 
United after their first semi-final home match at 
Hindmarsh Stadium was sold out against the Brisbane 
Strikers. 

United General Manager Sam Ciccarello was 
laughing all the way to the bank after he stated that a 
tuassive boost in cash for the club was evident after 
the sell-out crowd last week. 

$200,000 was reached from that game in a season 
that has brought over $1.2 million from the game, an 
amazing achievement by the South Australian club in 
its debut season. 


KNIGHTS AND THEIR 
PLAYERS 


It was a teary farewell to the Knights and Sydney 
United players when they clashed in the final outing 
of their NSL careers two weeks ago. 

“DEATH TO THE NSL” , was one main banner 
sported by a Knights fan who clearly spoke for many 
of the followers at the Knights Stadium that day. 

Few weeks on and many of the Knights players and 
officials have moved on. 

The Knights brightest prospect, 17-year-old U17 
Joeys representative Adrian Leijer has decided against 
playing in the Victorian Premier League like his fel- 
low team-mates. 

Leijer will embark on a European tour with the 
Knights’ youth squad in May when they travel to Italy 
to play in the Trofeo Nero Rocoo youth tournament. 

The VIS will be his home until the new season 
starts in Australia at the end of next season, but who 
knows, a European club could lure Leijer during that 
time frame, 

Brothers Andy and Rod Vargas have already signed 
for last year’s VPL champions Green Gully along 
with Nick Marinos. 

Steve Pantelidis and Billy Natsioulas have agreed 
to terms with the Oakleigh Cannons. 

Keeper Tommi Tomich has returned back in WA 


and is on the cards of signing with the Westen 
Knights. 

Steve Zilic and Antun Kovacic have transferred to 
St Albans while Andrew Marth and Henry Fa’ Arodo 
will call Fawkner Blues their new home ending a list 
of Knights players and their whereabouts. 


GLORY SUPPORTERS 
CAN MAKE ALL THE 
DIFFERENCE 


Perth Glory’s supporters can make the difference in 
the major semi-final clash with Parramatta Power, 
according to Perth Glory coach Mich d’ Avray. 

“T think a full house at Members Equity Stadium 
would have a major impact on the game. The close- 
ness of the fans to the action would mean a very intim- 
idating atmosphere. 

“We almost lost a three goal lead when we visited 
Newcastle a couple of seasons back,” said d’ Avray. 

“There was no doubt the hostile crowd played its 
Part and it will be great to have the same backing at 
Members Equity Stadium. 


— capt Taka) rood 
Mich d’Avray shown holding the Minor 
Premiership trophy with skipper Shaun 
Murphy 

“Subiaco has been good for us, but there is no 
doubt the crowd noise does get lost a tittle because the 
ground is so open. 

“At Members Equity Stadium the noise stays in and 
there is a real buzz around the place. The game against 
Marconi was a good example of that, with the crowd 
really helping to lift us back into the game when we 
were 2-0 down. 

“That is the sort of atmosphere we will need for the 
second leg of the major semi-final against Parramatta 
and we are hoping WA soccer fans will turn out in 
force.” 


KEWELL’S NOT 
COMING: MANAGER 


Don't expect Harry Kewell to tum up with 
his boots for any non World Cup games out- 
side Europe, his manager said last week. 

Talking to SBS World Sports, Kewell’s 
manager Bernie Mandic said the Liverpool 
star had a chronic ankle condition which 
would permanently effect his ability to take 
fong-haul flights. 

“You'll find you'll hardly ever see Harry 
get on to a plane and go for more than a cou- 
ple of hours,” he said. 

When asked if that would only be the case 
until Kewell’s ankle recovered Mandic 
teplied: “No permanently, that’s his condi- 
tion, point blank.” 

‘The unspecified ankle condition forced 
Kewell to withdraw from Australia’s recent 
friendly against Caracas in Venezuela under 
a barrage of speculation about his commit- 
ment to his country. 

‘Ten days after the 1-1 draw in Caracas 
Kewell played 90 minutes for Liverpool 
against Leeds. 

Mandic said Kewell’s condition had been 
Verified by Liverpool's club doctor and an 
independent medical specialist. 

“Why people imply that medical evidence 
is not enough to satisfy the criteria of 
whether someone can travel or not I have no 
idea,” Mandic said. 


Changing of the Guard 


need to tighten up that area of our 
game.” 


he past and the future of the 

Premier League changed hands 

on Saturday night, amid dri- 
ying rain and with little fanfare. 

In front of a small but yocal crowd the 
corpse of last season’s champions 
APIA.-Leichhardt seemed all but 
buried in the mud and slush of St George 
Stadium by the team of the future, St 
George. 

A mere shadow of their former selves, 
ABLA. slumped to their fifth straight 
defeat at the hands of the Saints - whose 
3-1 win was solid but not outstanding - 
with the A.PI.A. capitulation seemingly 
too easy. 

“| was a little surprised at the way 
APLA. played to be honest,” Saints 
coach Manny Spanondakis said, “they 
seemed a little flat at times but having 
said that I felt we did a good job defen- 
siyely to keep them tied down.” 

Leading the competition by five 
points, the Saints did enough in the key 
exchanges to keep that record intact, 


al 


No worries: Manny Spanoudakis 
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Bruno Beddoni sealed the win 
with a 71st minute header 
scoring three goals to set up an otherwise 
easy victory. In the wet conditions the 
home side used both flanks effectively to 


stretch A.PI.A, as midfield generals . 


Raphael Bove and Gabriel Mendez 
teased and taunted their opponents at 
will. 

While the way in which their goals 
were scored may have been a touch 
lucky, their domination over their oppo- 
nents Was not, 

Defender Adrian Webster scored their 
first in the 34th minute when he hit a 
drive from the point of the penalty box 
that skimmed along the ground and beat 
Brad Swancott at the near post. Vince 
Savoca scored number two in the 58th 
minute when he put the ball into an 
empty net after the ball fell free from 
Swnacott as he attempted a stop on a 
Daniel Watkins shot, Bruno Beddoni 
sealing the win when he put away a free 
header in the 71st minute from Watkins 
free-kick on the edge of the area. 

Given the experience of the A.P.LA. 
playing roster what was more disturbing 
for the visitors was the lack of fight 
shown when they were under pressure. 
Apart from a brief resurgence midway 
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through the second half, which netted 
them an own goal after a Zlatko 
Arambasic strike ricochet off Bove, they 
looked like a side just going through the 
motions. Their drive and creativity of 
Jast season was nowhere to be seen. 

Only Robbie Hooker and Jeremy 
Brown showed any real fight, the later 
taken from the field on the hour with an 
ankle injury. =~ 

“I was very happy with the way we 
played, especially given the wet pitch” 
Spanoudakis said, “we did enough to 
win; my only concern was that I thought 
we let ourselves down in our front third. 
We seemed to waste some good chances 
and if we are to stay competitive we'll 


By Paul Goodwin 


T: local derby at Melita 
Stadium on Sunday night had 
it all. 

Visitors Bankstown City Lions may 
have emerged the 4-3 winners but the 
big winners were the spectators who 
tured up in big numbers to see a 
thrilling contest where the result was in 
doubt for most of the ninety minutes. 

Tt took a superb goal from league top 
scorer Matt Borg to settle the issue in 
the Lions' favour, but not before both 
sides had nearly scored several more 
and with controversial incidents as 
much a highlight as the quality of the 
strikes. 

Borg, for one, was at his brilliant 
best but even he blotted his copybook 
by missing a penalty which could have 
given his side the lead earlier. 

Once they had hit the lead, however, 
the Eagles came storming back with 


Not that scoring goals seems a prob- 
Jem to the Saints who gave new signing 
Stuart Young some game time, coming 
on in the 70th minute to replace Daniel 
Watkins. Young lacked a little combina- 
tion with Bruno Beddoni but showed 
glimpses of the form that have made him 
‘one of the most feared attackers in the 


two fine goals of their own to make it a 
teal contest. 

Tt was an attacking game of true 
enterprise and both sides should be 
commended for making this a local 
derby of the highest order. 

The game was only five-minutes old 
when Nathan Rivera gave his 
Parramatta side the lead, slotting the 
ball in from an impossible angle and 
catching two defenders on the goal line 
out and ensuring that all they could do 
was help his effort over the line. 

Bankstown lad been looking good 
themselves before this setback and 
managed to take the game to the Eagles 
with a great deal of imagination and 
flair, 

By the 34th minute they had their 
reward. 

A comer awarded on the left saw the 
ball contested high in the box with 
Doumanis kicking it high into the air, 
When it came down, it was laid off to 
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National league. 
“Picking up Stuart was a tremendous 
boost to our squad,” Spanoudakis said. 
“He gives us an extra dimension in 
attack and once he finds his niche with 
the boys I think he'll be a very exciting 
player to watch.” 


George Nohra whose shot from the 
edge of the box was blocked. Sean 
Babic then got on to the loose ball to set 
it up Borg, who finished nicely from 
close range. 

Babic then gave his side the lead in 
the 44th when he got onto a through 
ball from Doumanis to face keeper 
Peter Munsie, beating him with a chip 
over his head into an unguarded net 

Five minutes earlier Babic had been 
brought down by Munsie as the keeper 
raced to the edge of his box and referee 
Ray Isaac pointed directly to the spot. 

Borg then made a mess of the penal- 
ty attempt, firing it softly to Munsie's 
left and the save was made easily to 
deny the visitors the lead. 

Bankstown coach Andy Papoutias 
warned his side against complacency at 
half time, reminding them of the game 
at Central Coast when they had conced- 
ed two quick goals after the break (con- 
tinued page 21) 
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lacktown were probably cursed 
Be to travel to Pluim Park on a 

miserable, wet March night. But 
their return journey would have been far 
more pleasant, after they exacted full 
meyenge for an early season loss at The 
Gabbie, when the Coast side sprang a one- 
nil surprise on them. 

Here, with the Demons leading 5-0 at half 
lime, the game seemed all but over. 

But to their credit Central Coast came 
back and made a game of it in the second 
half, pulling it back to 5-2 by the end of the 
match. The Demons tore United to shreds in 
the first-half with Tony Faria and new boys 
Adam Kwasnik and Mark Milligan the main 
destroyers. 

Faria was mesmerising, wide out on the 
left, whilst Kwasnik and Milligan made 
merry in the middle of the attack. 

From the kick-off Blacktown attacked and 
after only six minutes Faria went on one of 
his dazzling runs and put a beautiful pass 
inside to Milligan, who scored with a low 
shot past United goalie Matthew Trott. 

Central Coast had a short period of offen- 
sive play, with Nathan Byrn, Peter Haynes 
and Daniel Surridge all giving John Crawley 
in the Blacktown goal some exercise, 

However it was only a short reprieve and 
Blacktown soon went back on the rampage. 

After twenty-three minutes Faria again 
produced a run down the left and his inch- 
perfect pass found Kwasnik, who made no 
mistake with a first-time volley. 

Ten minutes later it was Faria, again, who 
ran into the penalty area, drew Trott off his 
line, then passed to Milligan who had an easy 
task to make the score three-nil. 

Six minutes later Faria found Josh 
Maguire, who put a quick pass through to 
Milligan who then volleyed past Trott for his 
hat-trick, 

Three minutes before the break Faria 
eamed a reward for his good work when he 
latched onto a Kwasnik pass and had an easy 
task'to give the Demons a five-nil lead at the 
break 

Blacktown coach Brian Brown was forced 
to make three changes at half time due to nig- 
gling injuries, Young Brodie Crane made his 
first grade debut when he replaced Crawley 
in goal, and Luke Roodenburg and Dominic 
Magill replaced Kwasnik and Marcus 
Phillips respectively, 

Central Coast had a different attitude after 
the interval and within two minutes they had 
scored their first goal, 

Crane failed to hold a Haynes shot and 
Byrm was on hand to put the spilled ball in 
the net, 

Another five minutes later and Haynes 
lotbed Crane, who had come well off his 
line, and it looked like United might make a 
game of it 

Twice in the next ten minutes they hit the 
post, with efforts from Mare Falzon and 
Haynes, but luck was against them. 

Matt Mitchell and Aaron Binskin replaced 
Falzon and Mitch Daley and the United 
defence was noticeably stronger, 

Milligan, who had enjoyed a free rein in 
the first half, found Matt Mitchell impossible 
to get away from and they had a running bat- 
tle for the remainder of the match which 
ended with referee Greg Leverton speaking 
harshly to both of them. 

The last twenty minutes was quite even 
but Blacktown never really appeared to be in 
‘trouble and as the rain became heavier both 
teams appeared satisfied with the result. 
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United coach Jim Foley was surprisingly 
upbeat after the game. 

“Blacktown are always going to be hard 
to play against and some of their work in the 
first-half was dynamic, but I am more than 
pleased with the way we came back and 
Tefused to surrender in the second half. 

“It showed, once again, that our very 
young team has the makings of a good side, 
The result was disappointing but we can go 
‘home with our heads held high.” 

“L said to my wife before I left home,” 
Brown said after the match, “that if we come 
home with six points I will be very pleased, 
and as you see, I am just that.” 


elconnen completed yet another 

smash and grab run to Sydney, 

Snaring three points and dishing 
out a second dose of reality to Penrith in 
as many weeks, 

A poor first forty-five minutes from the 
home side handed the game to the Blue 
Devils - who took the gift with both 
hands, laying on two first half goals - in 
atrocious conditions at Cook Park, 

With a fine sleet covering Cook Park 
for the entire match, the only warmth in 
the abysmal conditions was being generat- 
ed by the Belconnen forwards who cut a 
swathe through a disappointing Panthers 
defence in the opening half. 

Eleven minutes in Alex Castro struck, 
putting away an Adam Williams cross 
after he broke down the left-hand side. 
The visitors again capitalised on some 
sloppy defending in the 32nd minute 
when Ilija Prenzoski again broke down 


Coach Smoach, we'll just 
kick goals: Canterbury 


anterbury striker Steve Karavatakis 

put a year of disappointments well 

behind him to score a hat trick and 
lead his side to a hard fought three-all draw 
with Rockdale City Suns at Henson Park. 


A Happy Berry: Steve Karavatakis 
celebrating his hat-trick against 
the Rockdale City Suns 


the left to successfully beat Chad Taylor, 
and take an impressive two-nil score-line 
to the break. 

“Our first half was exceptionally poor,” 
Penrith coach Tony Rasmussen said, “I 
really thought we were switched on for a 
big performance, but we weren’t and we 
played without any passion and it cost us.” 

Rasmussen stang his troops into action 
during the half-time adjournment, and 
with his words ringing in their ears they 
came storming back into the contest, 
Substitute Roger Galayini Jead the charge 
with a well-taken goal in the 65th minute. 
The speedy striker beat Belconnen goal- 
keeper Tony Giannasca to a loose ball 
after a Danny Hinton shot cannoned into 
the bar and fell away in the six-yard box. 

Despite laying siege to the Blue Devils 
back third the Panthers could not produce 
another definitive effort, missing a succes- 
sion of chances that had Rasmussen tear- 
ing his hair out. 

Twice they had shots cleared off the 
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‘The goal sneak was at his enigmatic best as 
he dismantled the experienced Suns’ defence 
with three goals - including a spectacular 
equaliser with just seconds of the game 
remaining. 

After an unsuccessful stint at Rockdale ear- 
lier this year, many. pundits were predicting 
the best years of Karavatakis were over. But 
after scoring four goals against Second 
Division side Hakoah in the cup game during 
the week, his confidence has returned, typified 
by a spectacular overhead scissor-kick that 
just happened to be the equalizer. 

“It was one of those shots that you try at 
training here and there but hardly ever come 
off in a real game,” said Karavatakis, “Ben 
Price took a Jong throw, Alan Picken nodded it 
on and the ball was just there so I threw my 
right foot over my shoulder and connected and 
it stuck.” 

His three goals capped off a tremendous 
individual performance which saw the Berries 
snap a three game losing streak and give their 
new coaching hierarchy of Bob Catlin and 
Spiro Hantzis a much needed boost. 

With new signings George Souris plugging 


the gaping defensive wounds that had seen the 
club leak goals like the proverbial sieve, the 
midfield was free to concentrate on what it 
does best — creating goals. David Harding, 
Paul Bourke and John Kyriazopoulos had their 
best outings in weeks, giving their strikers 
plenty of work and laying a platform from 
which Keravatakis could operate. 

By contrast, the Suns fooked a little slug- 
gish and disinterested, allowing themselves to 
fall behind 2-1 before they slipped into gear, 
with Tony Ju scoring their first goal in the 35th 
minute when he was able to scramble a ball 
over the line in heavy traffic, He then netted 
number two in the 60th minute after Souris 
and Bob Catlin had blundered in not attempt- 
ing to clear a cross, 

Richard Plesa took their lead to 3-1 when 
he hit a shot from distance to see it deflected 
twice in a sea of legs and sneak inside the left- 
hand upright. Rockdale’s purple patch came 
during the ten minutes in which they scored || 
both goals but apart from Zenon Caravella and 
Harry James who tried hard they were lucky 
they were not made to pay for a lacklustre per- 
formance. 


S Keravatkis 6,41) 90) 
at Henson 


‘(TU 35; 80, Richardt Pasa 82) 


Tony Ju, Ante Moric, Joe Moric. Nick: Orlic, 
Conch: Ivan Pethoic, 


Relesee: Sretre Delovsié 


line with Giannasca well beaten as the 
Belconnen defenders did enough when it 
counted to see out the remaining time, 

Penrith’s night was summed up best 
when Peter Bennett slammed a shot in the 
80th minute into the upright only for the 
ball to richochet to the feet of 
Zwangobani, who bustled it over the line 
when surrounded by three unmarked 
Panthers. 

“Tn the overall scheme of tiings we 


probably didn’t deserve to win it, but we 
did deserve at least a point,” Rasmussen 
said, “our second half was as good as any 
half we have played this year but 
Belconnen toughed it out. 

“Full credit to them, they took their 
opportunities nicely and defended well in 
the second half.” 

In particular Rasmussen felt disap- 
pointed with his teams inability to match it 
with their opponents down the left-hand 
side, “we missed Allan Wawi tonight and 
both Belconnen goals came down that 
flank. 

“It’s a disappointing result for us and 
means we really have to pull up our socks 
if we are to hold our position in the top 
five.” 
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Mait Borg’s superb goal decided 
the game 
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(from page 19) 


He was therefore disappointed to see 
them pegged back a goal two minutes 
after the restart, 

A free kick given against the Lions 
presented new Parramatta signing, Richie 
Cardozo, with the chance to score the 
equaliser with a wonderful free kick, left- 
footed from the right-hand edge of the 
box, which saw the ball finding its way 
into the top-left comer of the net. 

Andy Kane was beginning to look 
menacing for the Eagles and it took a 
superb save from Zlatko Josevski to deny 
Kane a goal in the 50th minute. 

According to Papoulias this was the 
worst period of Bankstown's game. 

“We went to sleep for ten minutes or so 
and we let in two goals," he said, 

"It was only their experience that got 
them home after that, when they came 
from behind to win the game.” 

Papoulias was not pleased when 
Parramatta hit the lead for the second 
time in the game in the 60th minute, 

A comer on the right saw the ball 
arrive at the far post and Kane was able to 
score with an easy stooping header, He 
appeared to have been left completely 
unmarked, 

The game hung in the balance for a 
while after that and it looked for a long 


time as if the Lions might do well to even 
snare.a point. 

‘They won a free kick around the edge 
of the box in the 73rd thanks to Babic, 
who was too quick for the Parramatta 
defence. 

‘Then the dead ball specialist George 
Nohra completely fooled Munsie who 
Stood flat-footed guarding the right of his 
goal when Nohra's placement was direct- 
ly into the top left corner of the net. 

Then came the moment that most at the 
stadium saw except the referee. 

Kane wriggled his way into the penal- 
ty atea and was going past defender after 
defender before having his heels tripped 
as he made his shot, 

The lights in the comer of the pitch had 
gone out and the referee may have missed 
the incident, but it did look blatant 
enough from the gallery. 

With that let-off Bankstown made 
merry. 

In a fast and well-executed move Borg 
set off on a run that led to a diagonal, pre- 
cision pass to the right for Babic to run on 
to. 
Babic did his part and cut the ball back 
to the centre for Borg to slam home. 

Borg had certainly atoned for his 
penalty iiss with this strike. 

It could so easily have been 4-4, 
though, as right at the end substitute Rod 


Eagles no star as they 


ydney Crescent Star may haye 

started underdogs at The Serbian 

Centre on a very damp night, but 
they went into the game believing they 
could win. 

They did just that, coming from an 
early goal down to win 2-1 and outsmart- 
ing a home side that probably was not so 
well served by opening the scoring inside 
three minutes and then having to defend 
the lead. 

Bonnyrigg coach Gordon Brown was 
not in town and once again the luckless 
Sam D'Alessandro was in charge on the 
bench, with Greg Woodhouse alongside 
him. 


Selection dilemmas did not aid their 
cause and the decision to leaye out 
Devrim Huseyin, who declared himself 
fit before the game after recovering from 
an ankle injury sustained at APIA. a 
week earlier, may also have had an unset- 
tling effect on the team. 

Crescent Star played like a team, while 
Bonnyrigg huffed and puffed their way 
through the game and found the visitors 
far better organised than they had antici- 
pated, and the White Eagles could not get 
the necessary drive to extend their recent 
run of good form. 

No doubt coach Brown, absent at a 


wedding he had arranged to attend in 
New Zealand long before he took on the 
White Eagles post, will have a lot to say 
at training this week. 

Fred Umlil and Fernando Pellegrino, 
for instance, had-been asked to play for 
Grade 20 to maintain fitness and might 
also have been considered as replace- 
ments, were they on hand. Brown will 
haye to deal with a number of team prob- 
lems before the next game at Central 
Coast, when the White Eagles will want 
to get their finals campaign back on track. 

Here it was Crescent Star who were the 
unsung heroes, just as they had been the 
season before in winning the Super 
League. 

Then they took the rest of the clubs by 
Surprise, right from the start and now they 
are looking contenders for Finals football 
again, this time one division higher. 

And who would have thought that, 
during the pre-season when the team was 
struggling to compete at this higher level 
and looking short of class against teams 
like St George, Rockdale and Bonnyrigs? 

Since then, only St George have gone 
on with the job and Crescent Star have 
been the side to threaten most, 

Much of this would be down to astute 
coach, Yasin Ozdenak, who told us before 
the game that he had come to win, not to 
get.a point. 


After the game he was even more 
expansive. 

“Ltold the players that we could win as 
Tong as they listened to me. If they played 
their own game and not one for the team 
we would not win and I'm pleased to say 
they listened to me this time.” 

It began poorly for the visitors, though, 
Only three minutes into the game they 
found themselves a goal down, after Sam 
Larocca had a low shot from just outside 
the box that deflected off the leg of a 
defender. The ball came past Jimmy 
Aschner who was able to stick out a leg 
and divert it past Crescent keeper Vanja 
Tvesa, 

Bonnyrigg looked at that early stage as 
if they might be able to score quite a few 
more, 

They almost doubled their lead in the 
16th minute when Joe Bruni, playing in a 
defensive role, allowed Aaron Burgess to 
get past him on the right. The cross was 
pinpoint accurate for Aschner whose 
header was goal-bound until Bruni raced 
back and headed off the line to make 
amends for his earlier lapse. 

This could have been the tuming point 
of the game. The moment of Bonnyrigg 
being in control had passed and Crescent 
Star began to assert their authority on the 
game. Askin Oygur also cleared off the 
Crescent Star line in the early period of 


Hutchinson was through to face Josevski 
and got in his shot only to see a Lions' 
defender clear the effort off the line, 

There was also a goal disallowed for 
Parramatta for offside in stoppage time 
and it had looked a good one at first. 

But on reflection it appeared to have 
been scored from an offside position and 
was ruled out. 

The game was an even one and could 
so easily have gone either way. 

Neither side deserved to lose and both 
can take positives out of the hard-fought 
and entertaining match, 

No doubt both teams will be looking 
improve their defensive play a little after 
this high scoring affair. 


Super save: Zlatko Josevski's 
50th minute save was ‘superb’ 


the game but the tide was already tuning. 

Angelo Petratos, so steady at the back 
for the visitors, angled a header just wide 
in the 31st and teenager Tolgay Ozbey 
Tan onto a nice through pass in the 33rd 
only for the keeper to race off bis line to 
snatch the ball away. 

The flat Bonnyrigg defence was caught 
out badly in the 36th minute when Filip 
Marzec who, like so many of the creative 
players in his side, had been asked to 
assume a more responsible, defensive 
midfield role in this well balanced 
Crescent Star side got away down the 
right and sailed past Mark D'Alessandro 
to go on and angle a shot past Cem Akilli. 

The current Super League title holders 
then continued their control of the game 
after the break and hit the front on a fast 
break up-field in the 50th minute. 

Daniel Willoughby made a fast move 
down the right and crossed first-time for 
Ozbey - the find of the season - to head 
home at the far post in convincing fash- 


fall to Crescent 


The game then became a struggle for 
the Crescent Star defence to show its true 


~capabilities as the Bonnyrigg onslaught 


began in earnest. Time and again waves 
of White Eagles came forward and 
looked to get back in the game. 

Meanwhile it was at the other end that 
the real. chances were being created on 
the break by the visitors. Aschner and co 
worked hard for openings but the defen- 
sive skills of Crescent Star frustrated 
them, 

The Star should have killed the game 
off several times. While Bonnyrige were 
busy and looking a real threat, Crescent 
Star's Volkan Kir and Ozbey both missed 
open goals that could have made the 
game safe, 

The conditions should not have 
favoured either side as the new drainage 
at The Serbian Centre made the surface 
fast and true. None of the players 
appeared ill at ease on the pitch but 
Bonnyrigg was certainly not as at home 
as they should have been, 
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St George Saints 
(A Webster 34’, V Savoca 58’, B Beddoni 71’) 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
(J Aschner 3’) 


Penrith Panthers 

(R Galayini 65’) 

Central Coast United ..........2 
(N Byrn 48", P Haynes 52’) 
Canterbury-Marrickville 

(Karavatakis 6’, 41, 93’) 


Parramatta Eagles . . 
(N Rivera 5', R Cardozo 47’, A Kane 60’) 


A.P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers .......1 
(R Bove 68’ og) 


Sydney Crescent Star .... 
(F Marzec 37’, T Ozbey 58’) 


Belconnen Blue Devils 

(A Castro 11’, | Prenzoski 32°) 

Blacktown City Demons ........5 
(M Milligan 6’, A Kwasnik 23’, M Milligan 33’, 39',T Faria 43’) 
Rockdale City Suns 

(H Ryeol Ju 35’, 60, A Plesa 62') 


Bankstown City Lions ..........4 
(M Borg 34’, Z Babic 44’, G Nohra 74, M Borg 82’) 


St George Saints 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Blacktown City Demons 
Bankstown City Lions 
Penrith Panthers 
Sydney Crescent Star 
Rockdale City Suns 
Parramatta Eagles 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
APA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Central Coast United 
Canterbury Marrickville 


St George Saints 

(G Lagoudakis 69’, P Oliviera 73’) 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles 

(G Radmanovie 14’, A Dizdaric 38’, D Drea 46',M Wood 90’) 
Penrith Panthers 

(G Dowling 11’, T O'Connell 67) 


Central Coast United ..........0 


Canterbury-Marrickville . . . 

(M Cawley 10’, A Markopoulos 26’, A Amegashie 59’, 

J Tsironis 63°) 

Parramatta Eagles 

(B Gough 24’, P Downs 37, A Kabbara 80’, Chahda 90’) 


A.P.1.A. Leichhardt Tigers ...... 3 
(R Restuccia 48', B Jenke 68, 79!) 


Sydney Crescent Star . . 


Parramatta Eagles 
A.P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Penrith Panthers 
Blacktown City Demons 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Bankstown City Lions 
Canterbury Marrickville 
St George Saints 
Central Coast United 
Rockdale City Suns 
Sydney Crescent Star 


Belconnen Blue Devils .........0 


Blacktown City Demons ........5 
(D Storey 36’, 49’, 88’, L Newton 43', P Karbon 60’) 


Rockdale City Suns ............1 
(B Mate 30") 


waortaanaayynye 


Bankstown City Lions . 
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LEADING GOALSCORERS 


As of Sunday 7th March 2004 
Matthew Borg (BCL) 
ja Prenzosti (BBO) 
Bruno Beddoni (SG) 
Danial Macor (BED) 
Jason Connaly (PP), Steve Karavatakis (CMO) 
‘Anthony Gallozzi (BBD), Nathan Bym (CCU), Sean Babic (BCL), 
Danial Watkins (SG), Norman Tome (ALT), Aaron Burgess (BWE), 
Dominic MeGil (8CD), Tony du (RCS) 
Paul Uriovi [BCD), Ben Deighan (RCS), Denis Allovic (RCS), Ben Dalicata (PE), 
Luke Rooderiourg (BCD), Peter Haynes (CCL), Roger Galayini (PP), Flip Marzec (SCS) 
James Kovas (SG), Goce Trpaski (RCS), Marc Falzon (CCU), Simon Catanzaro (BCD), 
‘Ante Deur (SG), Sam Larocca (MO/BWE), Marcus Philips (BCD), David Arranz (BBD), 
Tory Faria (ECD), Mark Miligan (BCD), George Noha (BCL), 
Hakan Savgn (SCS), Manny Papageorgiou (BWE), Zlatko Arambasie (ALT), 
Demitri Nicolaou (BCL), Robert Mileski (BCL), Yavuz Ekinci (SCS), 
‘Alex Asanovis (BCL), James Monia (ALT), Vic Costabile (PE), Daniel MoCann (PP), 
Orhan Binoar (SCS), Aheleas Kotsopaulos (CMO), Raphael Bove (SG), Greg Collins (BWE), 
Michael Debono (PE), Anthony Hartshorn (SCS), Josh Maguire (BCD, Anthony Mitiga (PE), 
Tolcmy Ozbey (SCS), Jimmy Aschner (BWE), Nathan Rivera (PE). 


NEXT ROUND 


FIRST GRADE 
HOME TEAM 

Central Coast United 
Blacktown City Demons 
Rockdale City Suns 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
AP,IA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Sydney Crescent Star 
GRADE 20 
HOME TEAM 

Central Coast United 
Blacktown City Demons. 
Rockdale City Suns 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
A.P.I.A. Leichhardt Tigers 
Sydney Crescent Star 
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AWAY TEAM DATE KICK-OFF 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles Sat. 13th March 7.00pm 
Bankstown City Lions Sat. 13th March =7.00pm. 
Penrith Panthers Sat. 13th March 7.00pm 
Parramatta Eagles Sat. 13th March 7.00pm 
Canterbury-Marrckville Sun. 14th March 5.00pm 
St George Saints Sun. 14th March 6.00pm 


GROUND 

Pluim Park 

Gabbie Stadium 
Seymour Shaw 
McKellar Soccer Centre 
Lambert Park 
Lidcombe Oval 


AWAY TEAM DATE KICK-OFF 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles Sat. 13th March 5.00pm 
Bankstown City Lions Sat. 13th March 5.00pm 
Penrith Panthers. Sat. 13th March 5.00pm 
Parramatta Eagles _ Sat. 13th March 4.30pm 
Canterbury-Marrickville ~ Sun. 14th March 3.00pm 
St George Saints Sun. 14th March 4.00pm, 


GROUND 

Pluim Park 

Gabbie Stadium 
Seymour Shaw 
McKellar Soccer Centre 
Lambert Park 
Lidcombe Oval 


PAUL GOODWIN 
SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST 
BONNYRIGG 

DRAW 

ROCKDALE 
BANKSTOWN 

A.P.ILA. 

DRAW 


Points = 31 


TARYN ROCKALL 
NSW SAPPHIRES CAPTAIN 
CENTRAL COAST 
BLACKTOWN 

PENRITH 

BELCONNEN 


ANDY PASCHALIDIS 
ELITE SPORTS TRAVEL 
CENTRAL COAST 
BLACKTOWN 

DRAW 

DRAW 

A.P.LA, 

SYDNEY CRESCENT 


Points = 34 
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GREG STOCK 
SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST 
BONNYRIGG 
BLACKTOWN 
ROCKDALE 
BELCONNEN 

DRAW 

ST GEORGE 


Points = 34 


‘PEANUTS’ 
THE MONKEY 
DRAW 
BLACKTOWN 
ROCKDALE 
BELCONNEN 
CANTERBURY 
ST GEORGE 


Points = 32 


=o 


te AK 


Central Coast United 
vs 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


Blacktown 


City Dem 


vs 


Saturday 13th March at Pluim Park 
Kick-off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade 20 — 


[ Saturday 13th March at Gabbie Stadium 
| Kick-Off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade 20 | 


big game on the Coast is one both sides will be 

very keen to win. Bonnyrigg coach, Gordon Brown, 

is back in the country after missing his side's slender loss 

at home last Saturday to big improvers, Sydney Crescent 
Star. 

The team had just begun to look the part, with wins 
in its recent matches, such as a sound win at Lambert 
Park and a demolition job on Rockdale City Suns at The 
Serbian Centre. 

‘Then came this latest setback. The loss to Crescent 
Star brought to a stuttering halt the sides push for the top 
five. They now need to win almost all their remaining 
games to make it and that could be a tall order starting 
with this tough and tricky away game. 

Winning on the Coast has been possible for many 
teams, Blacktown the latest to return from Pluim Park 


with all the points. This Bonnyrigg side will be primed 
to win too. The strike duo of Jimmy Aschner and Aaron 
Burgess are beginning to form a good understanding and 
we should see some goals here. 

Central Coast showed by their second-half perfor- 
mance last weekend that they can take the game to any 
team and will be fired up to get back on the winning 
trail. In Nathan Bym they do have one of the league's 
higher scorers this season and once he gets some more 
support in the scoring department the locals might soon 
get back into a winning frame of mind. 

‘The big questions will surround team selection by 
both coaches. Gordon Brown, of Bonnyrigg, will have 
all week to pick his best team, but he picked the team 
last weekend and it was his absence rather than his 
selections that could have been the main problem. 


Rockdale City Suns 
vs 
Penrith Panthers if 


is battle between two of the form sides in the 
league at present is sure to be one to bring the 
crowds back to Gabbie Stadium. 

Both teams have recruited wisely following the com- 
pletion of the NSL with Adam Kwasnik and Mark 
Milligan already paying dividends for Brian Browa with 
a clutch of goals in the Demons 5-2 victory over the 
Central Coast last weekend. 

The inclusion of Anthony Doumanis from Sydney 
United into the Lions ranks has helped bolster a squad 
already brimming with talent, and with Mathew Borg 
regularly netting a high scoring affair could be on the 
cards. 


Tn round four the Lions won by the odd-goal-in-five, 


setting the stage for the Demons to exact some revenge 
on their fourth-placed counterparts. 


Parram 


Kick-Off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade 20 


Saturday 13th March at Seymour Shaw | 


Marcus Phillips may be a scratching for the Demons, 
but with John Crawley and Adam Kwasnik looking to 
start again, Blacktonwn are pretty much at full strength. 
‘Mare Hoenselaars will probably start from the bench for 
the Lions again owing to a recurring ankle injury. 

With the business end of the season rapidly approach- 
ing, this fixture may well have a bearing on the make-up 
of the top-five. 

Bankstown will have to watch their defensive play, 
they have conceded soft goals in the past and with 
Blacktown’s offensive line-up back to their high-scoring 
best it could just make the different on the day, 

Tn the match last week against Partamatta, 
Bankstown coach Andy Papoulias was well aware of the 
problem, “we went to sleep for ten minutes or so and let 
in two goals.” . 


vs 
tta Eagles 


Saturday 15th March at MeKellar Soccer = 


Kick-Off 7.00pm First Grade / 4.30pm Grade 20 


must-win game for both sides, who desperately 
jeed three points to keep pace with their fellow 
aspirants for the top five. > 

Rockdale’s last two results have been poor: a dra 
against Canterbury and a 5-1 loss against Bonnyrigg 
sees them outside the top five for the first time in a 
month, 

New signing Zenon Caravella had a promising debut 
last week but a reshuffle to their starting line-up is 
expected to accommodate new signing Ante Juric, back 
from an end of season trip to Thailand with Sydney 
Olympic. 

Penrith coach Tony Rasmussen will also be reshuf- 
fling his squad to accommodate the return from injury 
of left-sided midfielder Allan Wawi and utility Jason 
Sciberras. 


Having missed their 2-1 loss to Belconnen last week- 
end both players will be worthy additions for the 
Panthers as they attempt to get their season back on 
track after two straight defeats. 

“After our win over Blacktown we had a hangover 
the following week against Bankstown and then last 
Saturday night, we thought we were switched on but we 
weren't and we paid a heavy price,” said Rasmussen, 

“Qur second-half was a good as any half as we had 
played this year but Belconnen toughed out. Full credit 
to them, they took their opportunities nicely and defend- 
er well in the second-half, 

“The next eight matches are all going to be tough and 
if we value ourselves as a top five side we must put 
together some points and that includes this week against 
Rockdale.” 


Sydney Crescent Star — 
vs 
St George Saints 


Te Blue Devils are back at McKellar Soccer Centre 
for this potentially entertaining clash with 
Parramatta Eagles. 

Fresh from their successful visit to Cook Park St 
Marys where they completed a double over Penrith 
Panthers they will return here in an attempt to complete 
a double over the Eagles. Parramatta looked a strong 
side against Bankstown last Sunday and will test Chris 
‘Tansey's men here. 

Belconnen lost their third player during the week 
when Scott Conlon, a fringe first grade defender, sought 
and was given a release. Conion joins Clinton Larfield 
and Daniel Camara who left the club earlier in the sea- 
son. The loss of these players does not seem to daunt the 
club, with Hija Prenzoski close to being the leading 
scorer in the competition and Daniel Macor not far 


behind him. 

‘The team is playing well now and has some solid 
home form to boast about. The setback against Rockdale 
apart it has been quite a stronghold against Sydney sides 
this season, the Belconnen home ground and the Eagles 
will need to be at their very best to claim the points. 

Last week Andy Kane led the line well atid was 
rewarded with a goal. His partner Nathan Rivera also 
scored a beauty but it was the form of new signing 
Richie Cardozo that stood out the most in the 4-3 loss at 
Melita Stadium, Cardozo's free kick skills were demon- 
strated fully when he bent the ball around the 
Bankstown wall and into the top left comer of the net. 

If the Blue Devils are lax around the edge of the box 
then Cardozo may well have a box of tricks to show 
them how futile that policy really is. 


Sunday 14th March at Lidcombe Oval 
Kick-Off 6.00pm First Grade / 4.00pm Grade 20 


Kick-Off 5.00pm First Grade / 3.00pm Grade 20 


He these two sides will smile when they recall how 
y were so much under the shadow of Bonnyrigg 
and Rockdale in the Johnny Warren Cup before the sea- 
son got under way. 

Crescent Star coach Yasin Ozdenak said during that 
tournament that he did not expect his side to figure any- 
‘where in contention in the Premier League at the first 
attempt. He may well have been foxing. After all, he lost 
Tanju Balabanel to Wollongong and signed virtually no 
new players. 

He merely released some of the old hands and kept 
the young ones around to do the job for him. And do it 
they have been, in no small measure. From winning at 
A.PLA. on opening day to beating Bonnyrigg away last 
weekend they have exceeded the expectations of even 
their most demanding fans. In Tolgay Ozbey they have 


urearthed yet another player we had not heard of before © 


the season began. 

"This boy is good,” Ozdenak said, “I will recommend 
him to the Under-17 Turkish national team as he is eli- 
gible for that, He is a little headstrong at times and needs 
to listen more but he has talent and potential." 

Tf Ozbey and the other midfield workers perform well 
here then the Saints may be looking at their first loss 
since Round Taree. 

Itis hard to see the Saints losing, really, with so many 
big guns in the side. But at Lidcombe Oval Crescent Star 
has the support of its legion of fans and will give it their 
best shot. With a top five berth on offer Crescent Star 
may make this a day to remember. Their key defender 
Angelo Petralos would like nothing better than to put 
one over his old club this Sunday. 


-PLA.’s losing streak now stands at five and if body 
yguage is any indication, it could well be six this 
weekend. 

After scoring thirty-three goals between them last 
season James Moonie and Zlatko Arambasic have a 
combined tally of four this year and they will need to 
step up this week if they are to resurrect the clubs top 
five chances. Mathematically, A.PLA. is still in with a 
chance, two wins behind fifth spot But on body lan- 
guage and attitude those six points could well be sixty. 

Canterbury will be pinning their hopes for an upset 
on former A.PI.A. marksman Steve Karavatakis who 
has returned to form with a vengeance. After struggling 
with form for the first half of the season the former 
Golden Boot winner is back to his brilliant best and hav 
ing scored in five of the clubs last six games he could be 
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a teal handful. “There is no better motivation than play- 
ing against your old club and I am really looking for- 
ward to going to Lambert Park this week and play 
against A.PI.A.,” said Karavatakis, “I really enjoyed my 
time there and have a lot of good friends there so it 
should be quite willing.” George Souris has made a 
world of difference to the Berries back four, his experi- 
ence and presence helping the club shore up a leaky 
defence that had seen them go four games without a win. 

‘Two of the more traditional rivals of the game, these 
two clubs have been slugging it out off and on since 
1957, In 27 league matches at Lambert Park the honors 
are with A.PILA. with 14 wins and 7 drawn games. 
These games always produce excellent clashes and 
given the form of both sides a win either way would not 
surprise. 
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ae Continental Cup 
Congratulations to all the round three winners of 
the Continental Cup. While some of the results were 
a little lop-sided the competition has still generated 
| enormous interest amongst the soccer fraternity with 
excellent crowds turning out at some games to watch 
the action, Hats off to both Sydney University and 
Liverpool Bossy for beating higher ranked opponents 
and setting themselves up for ‘marquee’ games in 
round four against Canterbury-Marrickville and 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles respectively. We look for- 
ward to the next round of matches on Wednesday the 
17th. 


Disappointment an 
understatement: Sentas 

The fallout of the sacking of Berries coach John 
Sentas is still making an impact with rumours 
abounding that a handful of players could be on their 
‘way out of Henson Park. Sentas was sacked by tele- 
phone after the clubs 4-1 loss to Belconnen in a 
move, which he describes as “disappointing”. 

“While our results were still very shaky I thought 
we were improving as a team,” Sentas said after 
being informed of his removal, “the biggest problem 
was that we would concede cheap goals and I felt 
that we could tighten up in defence by signing 
George Souris and Nick Bolinatis to do a job. I did 
all the hard yards of getting the players fit and into 
the right frame of mind and then the club decides to 
go the other way. They called me on Saturday night 
after the Belconnen game and told me there was a 
meeting and then on Sunday I get the message that I 
was out. To say I am disappointed is an understate- 
ment.” 

After making a career of turning around poorly 
performing clubs, Sentas says the experience has not 
dampened his enthusiasm for the game, but rather 
made him hungry for another opportunity. 

“Tstill believe as a coach I have plenty to offer and 
would still relish an opportunity to coach’ in the 
Premier League, The Canterbury scenario was disap- 


pointing but that’s soccer and you move on. If anoth- 
er club were to make me an offer I’d be interested, 
without question.” 

As mentioned in last week’s FTS, goalkeeper Bob 
Catlin has taken over the coaching reins assisted by 
club stalwart Spiro Hantzis. 


Super Winter kicks off 

The Winter Super League kicked off last weekend 
with a number of high profile signings littering the 
league. A few of these include Paul Henderson, John 
Hutchinson and Brent Fisher from Northem Spirit to 
Manly-Warringah Dolphins, Omar Obied from 
Northem Spirit to Stanmore Hawks, Scott Baillie, 
Adrian Papaluca and Carlos Musumeci from Sydney 
Olympic to Stanmore Hawks, Joe Vrkic, Ivan 
Filipovic and Luke Glavas from Sydney United to 
Hurstville ZSC, Matthew Percy from Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles to Dulwich Hill. 

League newcomers Northern Tigers have also put 
pen to paper with former Wollongong City, 
Bonnyrigg and Fraser Park goalkeeper Steve 
Angelov. Angeloy takes over from Chris Sharpe who 
is flying over to the United States in April for trials. 


Pillemer brothers on a roll 
‘There must be something going on between the 
Piilemer brothers of Hakoah fame. Their coach Tony 
Dunn reports that John and his wife have just had a 


baby girl Aerim while his brother Russell and his 
wife have just had a baby boy Ryan. 

‘The third brother, Michael is also expecting a new 
addition to his family with his wife due any day now. 
Congratulations guys! 


Mossy’s new Dolphins 

Manly coach Phil Moss was a late scratching from 
the Dolphins line-up against Ryde City on Sunday. 
Mossy was phoned by his wife at just after 3pm to 
say she was going into labour and thus left the coach- 
ing duties to assistant Mark Gale. While the 
Dolphins got up over Ryde City two-nil, FTS still 
didn’t have any news at the time of going to press on 
how it all went for Mossy — but we will include an 
update in next week’s column. 


Lawrence’s league 

Former Fraser Park player and coach Steve 
Lawrence was an interested spectator at the St. 
George v A.PLA.-Leichhardt game on Saturday | 
night. Lawrence, who is currently playing and coach- 
ing with Eastern Suburbs Association club Glebe | 
Wanderers, is the new Saints Under-18’s coach and 
was at the match alongside Wollongong Wolves 
Assistant Coach John Calleja, who is enjoying a well 
earned break after the rigours of his first National 
League season. 


OUND ONE of the Winter Super 

League kicked off on Saturday night 

it Lynwood Park after the season 
opener between Sydney University and 
Sutherland at Seymour Shaw Park was 
washed out. The Rams versus Dulwich Hill 
clash went.the way of the home side after 
Dulwich Hill had goalkeeper Michael: Xuereb 
sent off in the 20th minute for handling the 
ball outside the area, 


On Sunday two games were “postponed, 
Fraser Park versus MSC Liverpool and 
Fairfield Bulls versus Northern Tigers, both 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 1: 

FIRST GRADE: Macarthur Rams 6 (B Evans 4m 
F Hanison 18m P Wither 44/76m N Vukosa 47m G 
‘Seymour 63m) Dulwich Hill 0, Sutherland Shire 
‘Sharks Sydney University Washed Out, Fairfield Bulls 
Northem Tigers Postponed, Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 2 (M Willams 25m 8 Fisher 49m) Ryde City 
0, Hajduk Wanderers United 2 (T Gledhill 29/81m) 
Hurstville ZSC 2 (A Jusic 39m E Adam. 72m), 
‘Stanmore Hawks Hursivile City Minotaurs Washed 
Gut, Frasr Park Dragons MSC Liverpool Wasted 


GRADE 20; Macarthur Rams 1 Dutwich Hil 2, 


Dragons MSC Liverpool Washed Out. 


STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: ROUND 1: 

FIRST GRADE: Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0 Mt 
Pritchard 1 (A Grubba 44m), Schofleld Scorpions 3 (D 
Lownds 22/51m A Earp 42m) The Wanderers 1 (F 
Garcia 52m penalty), Bathurst ‘75 0 Belmore 
Hercules 0, Camden Tigers Fairfield City Lions 
‘Washed Out, Westem Rage 2 (G Wakim x 2) Nepean 
Association 3 (S Rompes x 1G Orcajo x 2}, White 
City 0 Wollongong United 2 (A Salim 8m S Karovski 


42m). 

GRADE 20: Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0 Mt 
Pritchard 2, Schofield Scorpions 3 The Wanderers 1, 
Bathurst 75 0 Belmore Hercules 1, Camden Tigers 


falling foul of the wet weather. Up at Cromer 
Park, a new look Many-Warringah Dolphins 
engaged Ryde City and came away with a 
solid two-nil win. With vouch Phil Moss 
called away to attend the birth of his second 
child, his assistant Mark Gale did the honours, 
but Moss need not have worried as his side 
Tan rings around the hapless Gunners, 

Steve Baveas and Paul Nero had strong 
outings for Ryde, while Fisher and Williams 
did likewise for the home side. 

Over at the Rockdale Minden Sports 
Centre, the Minotaurs played host to a new 


Fairfield City Lions Washed Out, Westem Rage 1 
Nepean Association §, White City § Wollongong 
United 1, 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAQUE: ROUND 1: 

GRADE 13: Macarthur Rams 0 Newcastle United 
2, Wollongong Wolves 1 Marconi Stallions 1, 
Bankstown City Cubs 1 Sydney United 0, Hajduk 
Wanderers United 0 Parramatta Eagles 4, ARLA, 


2 
Suthertand Shire 0, Central Coast 


Postponed. 
GRADE 14: Macarthur Rams 0 Newcastle United 
©, Wollongong Wolves 1 Marconi Stallions 2, 
Bankstown City Cubs 1 Sydney United 2, Halduk 
Wanderers United 1 Parramatta Eagles 1, APA. 
Leichhardt Tigers 0 Sydney Olympic 0, Blacktown 
Gity Demons 2 Sutherland Shire 0, Central Coast 
‘United Norther Spirit Postponed. 
GRADE 15: Macarthur Rams 2 Newcastie United 
4, Wollongong Wolves 0 Marconi Stallions 1, 
Bankstown City Cubs 2 Sydney United 1, Hajduk 
Wanderers United 0 Parramatta Eagles 1, A.PLLA. 
Leichhardt Tigers 1 Sydney Olympic 1, Blacktown 
City Demons 2.Sutherland Shira 0, Central Coast 
United Northern Spirit 
‘GRADE 16: Macarthur Rams 0 Newcastle United 
1, Wollongong Wolves 0 Marconi Stallions 2, 
Bankstown City Cubs 3 Sydney United 1, Halduk 
Wanderers United 1 Parramatta Eagles 2, APIA 


look Stanmore side and in the final analysis 
probably should have tken more from a 
game which saw the Hawks reduced to ten 
men for the final twenty minutes. Midfielder 
David James was marched for a two-footed 
challenge in the 70th minute which took the 
wind out of the visitors sails and set up a pos- 
sible result for the Minotaurs. Dimitri Zakilas 
had two strikes well-saved by Con 
Anastasiadis during a frenzied last ten min- 
utes. But after the dismissal of James it was 
all Minotaurs, the Hawks lucky to escape 
unscathed at the end. Best players for 


‘GRADE 18: Macarthur Rams 3 Newcastle United 
2, Wollongong Wolves 0 Marconi Stallions 2 


Coast United Northem Spirt Postponed. 
‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 1: 


GRADE 13: Fairfield Bulls 1 Bonnyrigg White ~ 


Eagles 3, Frasar Park - Canterbury 2 Northern Tigers 
1, Hills United 2 St Gaarge 3, Schofield Scorpions 1 
Pengith Nepean United 3, Granville Rage 0 Manly 
3, Parramatta Star 1 Southem Branch 1, 

GRADE 14: Fairfield Bulls 1 Bonnyrgg White 
Eagles 2, Fraser Park - Canterbury 2 Northern Tigers 
2, Hils United 2 St George 3, Schofield Soomlons 2 
Penrith Nepean Urited 2, Granville Rage 0 Manly 
‘Warringah 1, Parramatta Star 1 Southern Branch 1. 
GRADE 15: Fairfield Bulls 0 Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles 7, Fraser Park - Canterbury 0 Northam Tigers 
2, Hills United 8 St George 1, Schofield Scorpions 3 
Penrith Nepean United 0, Granville Rage 3 Manty 
Warringah 2, Parramatta Star 2 Southern Branch 1, 
GRADE 16: Fairfie! Bulls 2 Bomnyriag White 
Eagles 3, Fraser Park - Canterbury 0 Northam Tigers 
0, Hills United 2 St George 0, Schofield Scorpions 2 
Penrith Nepean United 0, Granville Rage 0 Manly 
Warringah 2, Parramatta Star 2 Southam Branch 1. 
GRADE 18: Fairieki Bulls 4 Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles 1, Fraser Paik - Canterbury 0 Northen Tigers: 
1, Hills United 0 St George 4, Schofield Scorpions 3 
Penrith Nepean United 2, Granvile Rage 1 Manly 
Warringah 2, Parramatta Star 4 Southern Branch 0, 
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Stanmore were Maurice Soler, Perry 
Moustakas and Anastasiadis, 

At Hajduk Stadium, the new look Hajduk 
Wanderers United met newcomers Hurstville 
ZSC in a torrid game with both sides going 
home with an equal share of the spoils. With 
neither side that impressive, the draw proba- 
bly an apt result for both coaches, 

Jn Round Two, al! games are set down for 
Sunday with 3pm kick-offs. The ganie of the 
week looks to be the local derby between arch 
tivals Fraser Park and Dulwich Hill at the 
unlikely venue of Henson Park. MSC 


DIVISON ONE YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 1: 

GRADE 13: Bathurst 75 Western 2 Dubwich Hill 4, 
Mt Druitt Town 4 Sydney UnifEastem Lions 
1, Stanmore Hawks 1 Hurstville City Minctaurs 2, 
Belmore Hercules 1 Camden Tiger8-1, Rockdale City 
‘Suns 0 Wollongong United 2. 

GRADE 14: Bathurst 75 Wesiem 2 Dutwich Hill 0, 
Mt Drutt Town Rangers 1 Sycey Uni/Eastem Lions 
0, Stanmore Hawks 1 Hurstville City Minctaurs 1, 


GRADE 16: Bathurst 75 Westem 0 Dutwich Hil 3, 
Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0 UnifEastem Lions 
2, Stanmore Hawks. 0 Hurstville City Minoiaurs 3, 
Belmore Hercules 3 Camden Tigers 3, Rockcale City 
‘Suns 2 Wollongong United 1, 

GRADE 18; Bathurst 75 Westem 0 Dulwich Hill 2, 
‘Mt Druitt Town Rangers 3 Sydney Uni/Eastem Lions 
4, Stanmore Hawks 3 Hurstville City Minowaurs 2, 
Belmore Hercules 1 Camden Tigers 2, Rockcale City 
‘Suns 23 Wollongong United 3. 


‘S.S.L GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: POUND 1: 

GRADE 12: Blacktown Disticis 3 North West 
Sydney Koalas 3, Central Coast FO 1 Sutherland 
Assooiation 5, Wollongong Wolves Northern Tigers 
Washed Out, Southem Branch 2 Marenni 0, Nepean 
‘Association 0 Manly Warringah Dolphins 4, St George 
‘Association 1 Macarthur Rams 1. 


Liverpool will play their first league match on 
the new look Hammondyille Oval against 
Stanmore Hawks while Hugh McCrory’s 
Fairfield Bulls will open their season against 
Sydney University at Nineveh Field, 

Mn other matches, Hajduk Wanderers 
United joumey to the Rockdale llinden Sports 
Centre to meet Peter Surikalkis’ Minotaurs, 
first-up winners Manly play bost to John 
Gagro’s Hurstville ZSC, and Macarthur Rams 
play a rare Sunday home game against 
Northern Tigers as do Sutherland when they 


GRADE 14: Blacktown Districts 0 North West 


For all your Soccer accessories including boxed style 
goal nets, coaching hurdles, grides poles, training 
domes, fast feet ladders and the 2004 coaches diary, 
contact Bill, Roy or Norm at Soccer Wearhouse. 


Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 


= 
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Belconnen | 
Blue Devils 
vs 


MSC Liverpool 
By Greg Stock 


he Blue Devils progressed to the 
fourth round of the Continental 


Tyres Cup, after a convincing 
win over MSC Liverpool, from the 
NSW Super League. 

The Devils rested a number of regular 
first team players, electing to give no 
fewer than five of their youngsters a first 
team debut, an opportunity which they 
took with some style. 

‘The Devils tock an early lead, in the 8th 
minute, when in-form striker, Anthony 
Galliozzi, hit the top right hand corner of 
the goal from twenty-yards. 

‘The Devils continued to attack but did 
not have everything their own way. Tony 
Giannasca being forced to save at the feet 
of Eric Williams after he was given an 
opportunity after build-up work from 
Sasha Drea. 

The Devils. went further ahead, in the 
28th minute, when Matt Valeri was put 
through by Danny Macor, only to be 
brought down just outside the box. 

To everyone's amazement referee Bill 
Simeonovic awarded the Devils a penalty 
kick, which Danny Macor duly converted. 

‘The rest of the first-half was dominated 
by the Devils, who nearly extended their 
lead when Callum Beaton hit the post from 
outside the box, with MSC Liverpool goal- 
keeper, Steve Minovski, well beaten. 

The second half saw MSC Liverpool 
come out and dominate the first ten min- 
utes, but they were unable to convert this 
pressure into goals: 

The Devils then withdrew Danny 
Macor, Lee Pietrukowski and Anthony 
Galliozzi, leaving only captain, Tony 
Giannasca and substitute Oscar Zamora on 
the field from the: previous Saturday's 
starting line-up. 

The young Devils, however, continued 
to absoth the MSC Liverpool pressure and 
to create chances for themselves, 

Callum Beaton scored the Devils 3rd in 
the 65th minute after a back-pass went 
wrong and Beaton’ was able to dispossess 
Minovski in goal and finish from five- 
yards. 

David Brouwer added the fourth two 
‘minutes later when he knocked in a loose 
ball at the near post. 

Tn the 77th minute Matt Valeri found a 
gap in the Liverpool defence and was able 
to beat Minovski from ten-yards. 

The Devils’ sixth goal game in the 90th 
minute when Valeri beat the offside trap 
and was then able to get the ball past 
Minovski and into the goal, off the far 
post, 

Blue Devils coach, Chris Tanzey said 
he was “delighted with the result, and par- 
ticularly happy with the performance of 
the youngsters who had taken their oppor- 
tunity well’ 


By Paul Goodwin 


he Cup began one day earlier for 
Hakoah and Canterbury 
Marrickville, 

Four fine goals from former Golden Boot 
winner, Steve Karavatakis, propelled strug- 
gling Canterbury-Marrickville to a simple 
five-nil win over Second Division Hakoah at 
Henson Park on Tuesday night. 

‘Squandering countless first-half opportuni- 
ties The Berries, with caretaker-coaches Bob 
Catlin and Spiro Hantzis pulling the strings, 
made amends in a second-half that they con- 
trolled effortlessly from the restart. 

Karavatakis' partner, Allan Picken, was the 
main culprit in front of goal during the first 
forty-five minutes and missed a few more 
after the break, as did the four-goal man him- 
self, but poor marking and sloppy defending 
made Canterbury's task easier as the game 
‘wore On. 

Tt was an open and entertaining game for a 
disappointingly small crowd, but a great 
workout for Hakoah, who could not have 
asked for a better pre-season preparation than 
the one the Cup rounds provided. 

The quality of the finishing by Karavatakis 
belied his earlier misses, right in front of goal, 
when it appeared easier to score than miss, but 
the class of the Berries told in full measure 
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- ROUND THREE 


and Hakoah, three divisions below their oppo- 
nents and just preparing for the start of their 
‘own season, were pleased to have held their 
‘opponents to a single goal at the interval and 
not to get hammered by a bigger margin. 

"To keep it down to five goals was okay as 
far as I was concerned. The players didn't see 
it that way, but they needed to see the chasm 
in class between teams we play each week and 
the top flight,” explained Hakoah coach Tony 
Dunn after the game. 

"We played football and did not resort to 
playing the long ball and therefore it was a 
good exercise for us and a chance to measure 
ourselves against a side with many experi- 
enced NSL players in their ranks." 

Canterbury paid Hakoah the highest com- 
pliment by fielding a ful-strength side, includ- 
ing new signing George Souris. 

Alex Leris was a notable absentee, but all 
the regulars were there and it was a good 
workout for the side ahead of Sunday's home 
game against Rockdale City Suns. 

In the opening period Ben Price headed 
against the Hakoah bar, the keeper had to palm 
away an effort by Karavatakis and Chad 
Karpes had to boot another shot from the same 
player off the Hakoah line, ail in the first 
eleven minutes. 

Karavatakis opened the scoring in the 38th 
when he tapped in at the far post from an 
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Home Team 
Blacktown City Demons 
Penrith Panthers 
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Away Team 
Hajduk Wanderers United 
Fairfield Bul e 


Aheleas Kotsopoulos ball, cut back from the 
left byline. 

Four minutes after the restart Picken had a 
shot saved by the legs of the keeper but from 
the ensuing comer he was able to sneak in a 
header at the far post between sentinel defend- 
er Eran Rimmer and the right hand upright. 

Karavatakis made it three-nil in the 57th 
and tallied up a fourth three minutes later. Ben 
Price did some good work on the right to set 
up Karayatakis for his fourth of the night in 
‘the 85th, the ace marksman turning smartly in 
the box before beating Adam Sonnabend eas- 
ily. Blacktown City Demons took on the local 
Blacktown Association team at the Gabbie 
Stadium in a game that was widely promoted 
in the district, 

Lorenzo Granata opened the scoring for the 
Association side in the 26th minute and an 
upset looked possible. 

But an equaliser for The Demons arrived in 
the 37th, through Tony Faria, following a 
strong build-up on the right involving Paul 
Uslovic and Luke Roodenburg. 

Faria finished nonchalantly and then 
Dominic Magill was able to give the home 
side the lead in the 40th, again after good 
work on the right from Urlovic, who sent the 
ball to the far post where it was put back in to 
the centre for Magill to finish off nicely. 

In the 61st Blacktown's new signing from 
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Bankstown City Lions 
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Central Coast United 
Sutherland Sharks 


Leichhardt Tigers 


FIXTURES 


Venue 
Gabbie 


2004 CONTINENTAL TYRES CUP 


Northern Spirit, Mark Milligan, scored with 
almost his first touch, after coming on as a 
substitute, with a superb twenty-five-yard 
effort. 

‘Then, the other man joining the club from 
Spirit, returning to the Demons after a spell in 
the NSL, Adam, Kwasnik, got on the end of a 
good build-up in the 64th to make it 4-1. 

Farther goals to Faria in the 84th and the 
87th, for his hat trick, and an own goal from 
Dominic Ziliotto, in the 80th minute, rounded 
off the scoring for the night as The Demons 
romped home 7-1. 

Hajduk Wanderers United, the club formed 
when the former AC United and Hajduk teams 
combined during the off-season, met newly 
promoted Northern Tigers at the recently 
floodlit Hajduk Stadium, 

Tt was a good tight game and apart from 
one offside goal for the home side, who had 
new signing George Issa warming the bench 
after putting pen to paper the same day, 
chances were created but not put away. 

Tt was ten minutes into the second half 
when Cameron Jones opened the scoring for 
Northern Tigers but inside a couple of minutes 
‘Tim Gledhill had levelled for the home side. 

The game moved into extra time with 
scores still level at one-all at the ninety minute 
mark. 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Sydney Universi 
A.P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 


To Be Advised 
Lambert Park 


19:30 


Sutherland Sharks 19:30 


With 2004 Winter Season approaching contact Bill, 
Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 
Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 

Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 


>» SOCCER NSW <p 


www. soccernsw.com.au 


Coordinator 


An exciting opportunity is available for a 
highly skilled, motivated and well organised 
person to work for Soccer NSW, based at 
Valentine Sports Park, Glenwood NSW. 


The successful applicant will be responsi- 
ble for the coordination of events and sporting 
tournaments to include but not limited to the 
National Talent Identification Championships 
and Friendship Games as well as tours for 
representative teams and special purpose 
groups. 


This full time position involves the following 
duties and responsibilities; 
@ Assist in researching and identifying 
new prospects for events and 
‘sporting touraments, 
@ Administration of events and touma- 
ments, 
@ Be in attendance at all events and 
tournaments, 
@ Maintain existing and assist in devel- 
oping new client relationships, 
@ Liaising with the Various departments. 
of Soccer NSW, and 
@ Co-ordinating external suppliers, con- 
tractors and management of 
intemal resources associated with the 
position. 
Essential Criteria; 
® Initiative, autonomy and creativity. 
@ Excellent organisational and project 
management skills, 
@ Excellent written and verbal communi- 
cation. 
@ = Excellent computer skills. 
@ = Strong attention to detail. 
@ Soccer and/or sports interests pre- 
ferred, and 
@ Relevant tertiary qualifications and 
previous professional 
experience. 


If you believe you match the requirements 
of this role please address the essential crite- 
ria and provide evidence of previous event 
management experience in your resume. 
Recent references are also required. 


This is a Child Related Position and will be 
subject to a Working With Children Check. 
Prohibited Persons need not apply. 


Remuneration will be commensurate with 
qualifications and experience. For further 
information contact Linda Christie - Human 
Resources, on (02) 8814 4400 or email 
linda@soccemsw.com.au 


Applications Close March 18 2004. 
Forward your resume marked Private & 
Confidential to: 


Linda Christie - Human Resources 
PO BOX 6146, Baulkham Hills BC 2153 
linda@soccemsw.com.au 
P 02 8814 4400 F 02 9629 3770 


Blacktown District to tackle sport 
rage in a state first 


Blacktown designed to address sport rage, it 

was announced on Saturday 
at a media conference at Francis 
Park, Blacktown. 

‘The NSW Minister for Sport and 
Recreation, Sandra Nori, outlined the 
Blacktown pilot, which will mn 
throughout the 2004 soccer season, 
targeting four groups including par- | 
ents, coaches, referees and adminis- 
trators. 

"If successful this program will be 
expanded to include other sports,” Ms 
Nori said. 

"This tremendous initiative came 
about following a sport rage seminar 
on the Central Coast in September 
2003. 

"The seminar brought together more than 140 par- 
ticipants wanting help to deal with the problem of anti- 


S occer NSW is undertaking a pilot program in 


(Continue from page 25) 


‘Tony Rassmussen rested Allan Wawi, Ryan Noble was 
suspended and ace midfielder Darren McCann was left on 
the bench, though he did come on later. Jason Sciberras and 
Danny Wells came into the side, along with Peter Bennett 
and Danny Hinton, 

Tt was not until substitute Marty McCaffery came on and 
scored with almost his first touch in the 77th minute, after 
good work from Hinton, Connolly and McCann that the 
deadlock was broken at last. 

Bennett crossed smartly from the right so that a good 
chance could be put away well by Hinton in the 81st to 
make the game safe. 

In the 87th Shane Cevenini deceived keeper Chad 
Taylor, who had almost gone to sleep by that stage. But it 
‘was largely down to Taylor that Cevenini was able to make 
it 2-1, 

The custodian had sent a lazy clearance that the scorer 
picked up on the half-way line and then used his skill by 
chipping the diminutive Taylor, who could not get back to 
guard his goal in time. 

Another pair of neighbours, Greystanes and Parramatta 
Eagles enjoyed an interesting tussle at Melita Stadium. 

It finished 7-1 to the Eagles who needed the confidence 
booster after a run of ‘outs’, 

Matthew Clowes in the Sth and the 65th, Andy Kane 
with a hat-trick thanks to goals in the 58th, the 63rd and the 
90th and others from new signing Richie Cardozo in the 
1th, Nathan Rivera in the 60th cancelled out Greystanes' 
lone strike from Michael La Grazzia at the half-hour mark. 

Sydney Crescent Star were back at Lidcombe Oval for 
the visit of First Division Belmore Hercules where Ross 
Anton was having his first stint in charge of the club, hav- 
ing previously been involved with nearby Stanmore 
Hawks. 


Goals in the 25th and 28th from Totgay Ozbey, thanks to 
good crosses from Filip Marzec, had the Star side well in 
control by the half-hour stage, 

Marzec himself, this time with Ozbey providing the 
cross from the left to the far post, had the Premier League 
side two-nil up with his own goal sandwiched in between 
the others. 

Orbey also had a 38th minute goal to bring up his hat- 
trick, after Joe Bruni's effort had been deflected back and 
the talented youngster's first time shot found the top comer 
from a wide position at the edge of the box 

Tt finished five-nil when, in the 74th, Ozbey did the 
spade work allowing substitute, Hakan Sevgin, to net nice- 
ly. 

‘There were some familiar names in the Belmore ranks, 
but they may be better served by the pace of the Super 
League at this stage of their careers. 

Premier League hotshots, St George and Macarthur 
Rams turned up at St George Stadium three days ahead of 
the Rams’ first engagement in the Super League for the 
winter season. 

Evergreen striker Bruno Beddoni was among the goals 
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social behaviour on the sporting field."Everyone knew 
what sport rage was, but we discovered very few peo- 
ple knew how to handle [, and that’s 
why with Soccer NSW we have 
developed a guide book for each tar- 
get group. 

"The Blacktown and District 
Soccer Football Association 
(BDSFA) was selected for the pilot 
because the Association has been so 
| pro-active developing policies to 

address sport rage. 

The BDSFA represents 26 clubs 
covering 1,700 families, 130 refer- 
ces, 150 coaches and 100 sports 
administrators. 

Ms Nori said that the pilot will 
include a kit that encourages parents 
to sign an "Anti-Sledge Pledge" 
Code of Conduct at Registration 


again, finding the net in only the 54th second. 

Beddoni also had another goal disallowed for offside in 
the 30th minute after Gabriel Mendez had beaten the keep- 
er before setting Beddoni up nicely, The linesman's raised 
flag, however, denied Beddoni his second. 

New signing Stuart Young came on for Beddoni at the 
break, after the 

latter had suffered a knock just prior to the interval. 

Almost immediately after the restart, in the 46th minute, 
Raphael Bove put away a penalty to give the Saints a tgwo- 
nil cushion after Mendez had been brought down by the 
Rams’ keeper, Philip Zabaks, 

Young later had a fine shot knocked onto the post by 
Zabaks before Daniel Watkins smashed the rebound 
against the bar as the Saints made life hard for the Rams. 

Watkins then got on the end of a nice through ball before 
drawing the keeper and tucking away his sixth goal of the 
season to make it three-nil. 

Zabaks saved the Rams from a heavier defeat with a 
good save following a break from Mendez. 

‘Young had a further chance to make it four, in the 80th 
minute, after some poor defending had set him clear, 

Despite rounding the keeper, Young slightly delayed his 
finat shot giving Jeff Suzor time to cover and then clear a 
well-taken effort off the line. 

Ivan Zelic made his first start for St George who also 
played Phil Weston in goal, instead of Ricardo Patrizi, who 
had suffered a training mishap. 

Macarthur Rams, for the most part , were limited to 
shots from outside the box and were rarely able to threaten 
the Saints’ goal, 

A well-hit shot by Richard Harrison in the 22nd minute 
‘was the only direct attempt at goal for the Rams in the first 
half. 


While there was a slight improvement in the second 
period, they were limited to long-range shots which never 
really threatened Weston. 

‘They defended in numbers with, at times, nine players 
behind the ball which made it difficult for the Saints to 
break them down, despite their early goal. 

Zabaks was always comfortable in the air and took most 
high balls with ease. 

‘St George managed to hit the post or the bar on a num- 
ber of occasions throughout the game and the score-line 
could well have been greater, 

‘Towards the end, Bove even took to juggling the ball a 
few times near the sideline before releasing a pass, 
Macarthur were content to admire the skills of the Saints’ 
players by that stage, 

Belconnen Blue Devils had another late kick off when 
visiting M.S.C. Liverpool came by the McKellar Soccer 
Centre for a midweek evening in Canberra. 

It finished six-nil, the scoring being opened in the 9th 
minute by Anthony Galliozzi with a long range shot before 
Daniel Macor put the Blue Devils two up when he took a 
penalty after a tackle outside the box on Matt Valeri in the 
29th had seen the referee point unexpectedly to the spot. 
‘The other goals were spread around the team. 
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A fuller report of this game is included below. 

Liverpool Bossy from the First Division were aiming to 
provide Premier League free scorers, Bankstown City 
Lions, with a tough task at their Ernie Smith Reserve head- 
quarters. 

Mile Todoroski, former Bankstown player and coach 
came back to haunt his old club as did another former 
Lions' player in Leo Carle. 

Bankstown found themselves a goal down early and 
then two-nil. - - 

High balls pumped into the box did most of the damage 
for the home side, 

In The 19th Samer Nicola got on the end of a high cross 
from the left by Leo Carle to give Liverpool the lead and 
then one time Rockdale man, Anthony Adamo, made it 
‘two-nil in the 40th, this time benefitting from a high cross 
from the right, again from Carle, set up both goals. 

Borg did have a goal disallowed when the Lions were 
one-nil down, when he was brought down but picked him- 
self up to stab the ball home only to be pulled back by an 
earlier referee's whistle fora free-kick, 

An Alex Trpkoski header narrowed the deficit and from 
that moment on it was backs to the wall from Liverpool- 
Bossy as they tried to frustrate the Lions. 

Despite haying very little of the play and merely defend- 
ing doggedly for the rest of the half it was a typical Cup tie 
with the underdogs getting the win and advancing to the 
next round. 

Andy Papoulias was disappointed but also critical of the 
lights at the ground which he felt did not allow his players 
to stretch out due to the risk of injury. 

Granville and District side, Lidcombe Waratahs, met 
last season's Super League runners-up, Fraser Park 
Dragons, at the freshly painted and spruced up Garside 
Park. 


‘The Dragons won five-nil, with newcomer Zia Younan, 
Mark Guerrera and David O'Han with a brace apiece being 
the scorers for the Super League side. 

Ambitious Fairfield City Lions and Rockdale City Suns 
were opposed at Popondetta Park, 

‘The Suns were two-nil up thanks to strikes from Goce 
Trposki in the 14th minute and Daniel Kukucka in the 24th, 

‘Trposki added the third in the 52nd before Kukucka got 
his second in the 83rd and then Costa Miric made it five- 
nil. 

Sydney University and Central Coast United travelled to 
distant Cromer Park and the students drew first blood. 

Inevitably it was goal-scoring machine, Rob Smithies, 
who broke the deadlock and his lone goal -was all that was 
needed to settle the issue at the finish. 

Hurstville City Minotaurs and Sutherland Sharks had 
Jensen Park to themselves, while usual hosts, Bankstown, 
were in action at Emie Smith Reserve. 

‘The Sharks raced to a 4-1 lead by the 30 minute mark 
before going on to win 5-3. 

Goals in the 14th and 31st to Salamakis, to Phil 
Badalatto in the 20th and to Jan Macdonald in the 30th and 
53rd saw the Sharks home comfortably. 

After Panl Paras had given the Minotaurs the lead in the 
6th minute the Sharks took over with a five goal blitz that 
stunned an ineffectual Hurstville side, missing the steady- 
ing influence of veteran defender George Kalogeras. 

Tt was enough when Jason Stipicic scored for the 
Beverly Hills based side in the 40th minute for Minotaurs 
mentor Peter Sarikakis to tell his boys at half-time that they 
could still win the game. 

While they didn't do that it was a far better second half 
showing and Modar Sultan's goal in the 76th minute was 
the reward for some hard work in that period. 

‘The Minotaurs' men found it hard to find the net on this 
occasion, but they did hit the post a number of times. 

"We never really got into gear until the second-half," 
Sarikakis said, who believes his side played far better 
against Manly six days earlier and can still improve. 

Earlwood Wanderers and APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 
completed the night's proceedings at Lambert Park. 

By half time it was five-nil to the Tigers in a very one- 
sided contest, with Norman Tome claiming a hat trick. 

By the finish it was a thirteen-nil whitewash with 
Andrew Clark claiming two, Tony Alilovic and Zlatko 
Arambasic the same and Michael Galluzzo, John-Paul 
Boutros, James Monie and Paul Bilokapic weighing in with 
the other goals, 


‘Bonnyrigg White Eagles and Hurstville ZSC locked 


horns at the Serbian Centre in an intriguing contest. 

John Gagro's Hurstville are of course the new kids on 
the block in Super League after many years in the lower 
divisions where they have enjoyed continuing success. 


___ With 2004 Winter Season approaching contact Bill, 
Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 
Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 
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tjust gets worse for Roma. Last Wednesday in Italy as 

club was playing for a place in the last 16 of the UEFA 
Cup, the daughter of club president, Franco Sensi, was meet- 
ing with two banks in Rome to try and save the financially 
embattled club and probably her father’s reputation Italian 
football has been littered with financial disasters from some 
big name clubs. 

Remember Fiorentina, Lazio and, more recently, Parma. 
Roma is just the latest in this long and sorry saga. Sensi 
received further bad news last week when magistrates ordered 
him to appear before them in May over the false Italian pass- 
ports given to two former Roma players; Cafu the Brazilian 
and Gustavo Bartelt the Argentinian. 

The Taxation Department Auditors had spent some ten 
hours in Sensi’s office in Rome just a few days earlier and had 
taken possession of documents relating to the club’s finances 
in the last five years. The club was supposedly for sale to a 
Russian billionaire, just like Chelsea in England, but that fell 
‘through as well. Sensi was quoted as saying that he had had 
enough and wanted out. One cannot blame him especially, if 
newspaper reports are true, since he needs to raise some 150 
million euros just to keep the club alive, 

Sensi has offered the banks land, some of his hotels and 
even his oil rig off the coast of Italy, as collateral for the money 
needed to save Roma. However, what Roma really needs is a 
‘white knight’ with deep pockets who is prepared to spend a lot 
of money to keep the club going. All this drama makes it terri- 
bly hard for coach Fabio Capello to keep the players, motivat- 
ed. There are a Jot of murmurs in the dressing room and players 
are not happy about their lack of payment and the uncertainty 
surrounding their long-term future at the club. Players such as 
Lupatelli, Lima and Zebina, whose contracts expire in June, 
seem certain to leave. Emerson, who is contracted for another 
year, is said to be considering joining his Brazilian friend and 
former Roma teammate Cafu at AC Milan and there is no 
secret that Real Madrid’s prime summer target is Francesco 
Totti, Totti’s departure would be by far the biggest blow but, 
given the financial realities of Roma at present, there may be 
no other choice, 

kkk 

‘no the UEFA Cup quarter-finals Roma take on Villareal 

‘and Inter Milan face Benfica. Alberto Zaccheroni, coach 
of Inter, will not have been too pleased to see his team face the 
once great Portuguese club. Inter, who at the moment have 
reached one of the lowest points in their recent history, would 
face either Liverpool or Olympique Marseille in the semi- 
finals should they overcome Benfica. 

Roma on the other hand would face either Barcelona or 
Celtic in the other semi-final should they overcome Villareal. 
However, in both cases, it may be a case of counting chickens 
before they hatch. 
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upert Murdoch is set to sign the remaining Serie A clubs 

to his Sky television network which has the rights to 
matches in the Serie A. It is a rather strange situation in Italy 
with regards to pay television. The rights to the whole league, 
like the English Premier League, are not sold as a block to Sky. 
Rather individual clubs are left to negotiate their own deals 
with pay tv operators who are usually only interested in the 
bigger clubs. 

The pay tv market in Italy is not as big as it is in England 
and therefore RAI, the state owned major broadcaster on free- 
to-air, is still the ‘major player in the television rights stake in 
Italy. Murdoch will not be satisfied unless he is the major play- 
erin the Setie A television rights market and his company is 
certainly not going to leave any stone untumed. At this stage 
most homes do not have pay tv jn Italy because the subscrip- 
tion is expensive and there is very little choice. 

‘There are only a few channels and they are really.just dedi- 
cated to covering soccer on-weekends. It is the bars and cafes 
that usually have the subscription to pay tv because it has 
become a Sunday afternéon or evening custom to go there and 
watch the games live. There is no live coverage on free-to-air 
tv. Murdoch’s Sky Network will really need to look after the 
minor Serie A clubs as well_as the Serie B clubs in order to 
make it viable, Furthermore, there needs to be a lot of work 
done in reducitig subscription fees to pay ty. 

’ chek he 


‘SW readers can tune into 98.5 FM on Sunday nights at 

10.00pm for all the latest soccer news locally and 
abroad with myself, Joseph Carlucci, Mark Stavroulakis, 
Robert Scarselletta and Stuart Jones. 


AC MILAN ........3 
SAMPDORIA .......1 


AC Milan retained their six-point lead at the 
top of Serie A after an entertaining 3-1 victory 
over Sampdoria at the San Siro. 

Both Milan and Samp had a plethora of chances 
to score though there was no doubts that the home 
team fully deserved the three points. 

It took a stunning effort from Andrea Pirlo to 
open the scoring and hand Milan the lead. 

Samp hit back thanks to a Chistiano Doni strike 
but the Serie A leaders moved back into the lead 
just minutes later when Filippo Inzaghi found the 
net 

A second-half strike by Kaka made the points 


safe for the European Champions, 
AS ROMA .........4 
INTER MILAN ......1 


Roma had three efforts ruled out before 
Antonio Cassano put them ahead on the stroke 
of halftime with a composed finish after latching 
on to a brilliant pass from his strike partner 
Francesco Totti. 

Brazilian Mancini doubled Roma's lead in the 
63rd minute with a superb solo goal, racing on toa 
Cassano pass and bursting into the area before fir- 
ing home. 

Inter were back in the game 10 minutes later 
when Obafemi Martins' shot took a deflection and 
looped to Christian Vieri at the back post, who 
volleyed past Ivan Pellizzoli. 

Alberto Zaccheroni's side were caught out at the 
back again though, when Cassano broke free of 
Ivan Cordoba and the Colombian defender pushed 
him in the back conceding a penalty and receiving 
ared card. 

Totti fired home the spot kick and Cassano had 
time to produce another a moment of skill, turning 
Thomas Helveg and sliding the ball across the goal 
to Mancini who converted from close range, 


BRESCIA .........2 


JUVENTUS .......3 
A goal from Payel Nedved sealed a remark- 
able comeback by reigning Serie A champions 
Juventus from two goals down to a 3-2 victory at 
Brescia. 
Nedved's 75-minute shot sealed all three points 
for Juventus after they had been trailing 2-0 at half 


time. 

Albinoleffe 2 ERI 0, Genoa 1 Venezia 0, 
Livorno 3 Napoli 0, Messina 3 Avellino 2, 
Palermo 2 Como 1, Torino 2 Pescara 0, 
Treviso 0 Fiorentina 0, Triestina 1 Atalanta 
1, Vicenza 2 Catania 0, Salernitana ys 
Piacenza ~ Suspended, (Ascoli ys Bari, 
Ternana ys Cagliari — Tuesday AEDT). 


DL F A Pts 
27 54 
26 53 
27 50 
33 49. 
32 49 
25 49 
33 48 
34.46 
39 43 
33 42 
37 41 
32 40 
41 38 
31 38 
40 38 
SIRS? 
31 36 
37 35 
38 34 
33:33 
38 33 
37 31 
41 30 
4522 


1-Palermo 
2.Atalanta 
3.Livomo 
4.Casliari 
5.Messina 

6 Piacenza 
7.Temana 
8.Torino 

9 Triestina 
10.Catania 
1LFiorentina 
12.Vicenza 
13.Verona 
14.Salernitana 
15.Albinoleffe 
16.Treviso 
17.Napoli 
18.Ascoli 
19.Pescara 
20.Venezia 
21.Genoa 
22.Como 

23 Bari 
24.Avellino 


Parma's striker Benny Carbone (left) 
and Modena’s midfleider Omar Milanetto 
challenge for the ball. 

Brescia got on the scoreboard after three minutes 
following a slipup by Juventus goalkeeper 
Gianluigi Buffon which allowed Stefano Mauri to 
hit into an empty net, and Andrea Caracciolo 
tapped in a short pass from Roberto Baggio after 39 
minutes. 

After the break the champions got on the score- 
board after eight minutes when Fabrizio Miccoli 
converted a penalty and just a minute later Marco 
Di Vaio found the equaliser from Nedved. 

Juventus’ comeback was sealed when Nedved 
himself smashed home a comer kick. 


MODENA .........2 


PARMA  .... 2005502 

Modena were forced to settle for a 2-2 draw 
after Parma twice battled back from a goal 
down in the Emilian derby. 

Matteo Pivotto gave Modena a 43rd-minute lead 
only for-Alberto Gilardino to equalise from the 
penalty spot in first half stoppage-time. 

Maurizio Domizzi restored Modena's lead on the 
hour mark but then Matteo Ferrari scored again for 
Parma three minutes before the final whistle. 


UDINESE .........1 


PERUGIA ......+.:1- 

Udinese missed the chance to step up their bid 
for a UEFA Cup spot and Perugia failed to 
record a win that would have boosted their sur- 
vival hopes in a 1-1 draw that was of little use to 
either side. 

After a goalless first half, Vincenzo Taquinta 
headed the home side in. front straight after the 
break following a poor piece of goalkeeping from 
Aussie Zeljko Kalac. 

But Udinese failed to capitalise on their advan- 
tage and they were pegged back in the 57th minute. 

Brazilian full-back Ze Maria swung over a free- 
Kick and defender Marco Di Loreto was on the end 
of it to tum home from close range. 


CHIEVO ..........0 
EMPOLI ..........0 


‘Ten-man Empoli hung on for a point against 
mid-table Chievo after defender Stefano 
Lucchini was given his marching orders. 

Chievo could not make their man advantage tell 
and Empoli even managed their best moments of 
the match without Lucchini. 

Federico Cossato did find the net after turning in 
Santana's header but his effort was ruled out for 
offside. Simone Perrotta also went close for Chievo 
when his free-kick brushed a post. 


LECCE ....... .0 


SIENA .........+.0 

Despite their best efforts Lecce could not 
break down the Siena defence and had to settle 
for a point after a goalless draw on home soil. 

Lecce defender Sebastiano Siviglia missed a 
golden opportunity to score, heading Haoulis Axel 
Konan’s 11th minute corner agonisingly wide of 
the post. 


This was followed by an incredible volley from 
Javier Chevanton which was somehow punched 
away from the top corner by Siena keeper Marco 
Fortin. 


ANCONA oof 
REGGINA .........1 


Ancona scored only their ninth goal of a dis- 
mal Serie A season but they are still waiting to 
record their maiden victory after being held 1-1 
at home by fellow strugglers Reggina. 

Maurizio Ganz put the rock-bottom club ahead 
after fust 10 minutes but Reggina were back on 
level terms by the break when David Di Michele 
netted in the 40th minute. 

Ganz was then harshly sent off following a sec- 
ond booking after the much-travelled hitman was 
deemed to have deliberately handled the ball but 
subsequent replays showed that no illegal contact 
had been made. 

That left Ancona having to play out the last 40 
minutes with a man down and although they man- 
aged to avoid defeat, a draw has hardly helped 
them. 

Serie A survival is now looking increasingly 
bleak for the Marchegiani as they are 11 points 
adrift at the bottom of the table. 


AC Milan’s Kaka’ (right) is chased by 
Sampdoria defender Mirko Conte. 


Roma 4 Inter Milan 1, Modena 2 Parma 
2, Brescia 2 Juventus 3, Ancona 1 Reggina 1, 
Chievo 0 Empoli 0, Lecce 0 Siena 0, AC 
Milan 3 Sampdoria 1, Udinese 1 Perugia 1, 
(Bologna vs Lazio - Postponed). 


—] 
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Milan 
2Roma 
SJuventus 
Lazio 
SParma 
6Udinese 
‘Tinter Milan 
8Sampdoria 
9Chievo 
10Brescia 
I1Lecce 
12Bologna 
13Modena 
14Siena 
15Reggina 
16Empoli 
17Perugia 
18Ancona 
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Manchester United's Cristlano Ronaldo (right) dives in on Fulham’s Adam Green. 


MANCHESTER UTD .2 
FULHAM 


Ruud van Nistelrooy's second successive FA 
Cup double saw Manchester United advance to the 
semi-finals for the first time since 1999, 

‘The champions overcame the concession of an 
early penalty to reach the final four by finally beat- 
ing Fulham at the third attempt this season. 

Fulham eamed a penalty after 20 minutes when 
United captain Roy Keane failed to usher the ball 
out of play and was dispossessed by Brian 
McBride. The American forward passed to Luis 
Boa Morte who was upended by Wes Brown, and 
Steed Malbranque calmly converted the spot kick. 

The visitors’ lead lasted only two minutes, how- 
ever. 

Ryan Giggs found space down the left and his 
whipped cross was turned high into the net by 
Dutchman Van Nistelrooy from close range for his 
25th goal of the season. 

United's pressure finally told on 63 minutes 


when Ronaldo burst down the right and crossed for 
Yan Nistelrooy to finish again from close range. 
United survived a few anxious morfents, goal- 
keeper Tim Howard diving full length to tip the ball 
away from three onrushing Fulham forwards: 


PORTSMOUTH 
ARSENAL 


sa neel 


Arsenal striker Fredrik Ljungberg scores past Portsmouth keeper Shaka Hislop. 


Defending champion Arsenal reached the FA 
Cup semi-finals with a 5-1 rout of Portsmouth. 

Arsenal is trying to become the first club for 118 
years to win the cup three straight times. It is in the 
semi-finals for a record 24th time, 

Jose Antonio Reyes cracked the crossbar in only 
the third minute and, despite Pompey's bold efforts, 
Arsenal never looked back after Frenchman 
Thierry Henry opened the scoring in the 25th 
minute. 

Swede Freddie Ljungberg and Kolo Toure tre- 
bled the advantage for the Cup holders with further 
goals in the last few minutes of the first period. 

And the 3-0 half-time scoreline soon became 5- 
Q just 12 minutes into the second half. 

Henry grabbed his second and Arsenal's fourth 
with a curling shot from the edge of the box before 
Ljungberg made it a double of his own by firing 
home in the 57th minute. 

Portsmouth, who had struck the woodwork 
twice, deservedly grabbed a last-minute consola- 
tion through Teddy Sheringham who seems to have 


a knack for scoring against the ‘Old Enemy”. 


TRANMERE . +20 
MILLWALL . Poona. 0) 


Goalkeeper John Achterberg was the Tranmere 
hero as his penalty save secured the Second 
Division club an FA Cup quarter-final replay with 
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Rovers were bidding to make it third time lucky 
after losing at this stage to Liverpool and 
Newcastle in the last five years, and they still have 
a chance to reach their first semi-final thanks to the 
Dutchman. 

Achiterberg was back in the starting line-up after 
a knee injury and had already pulled off a string of 
excellent saves before he deflected Kevin Muscat's 
77th-minute spot kick over his crossbar following a 
Ryan Taylor's foul on Tim Cahill, 


SUNDERLAND .....1 
SHEFF UTD ........0 


FA Cup specialist Tommy Smith struck again to 
fire First Division Sunderland into their first semi- 
final for 12 years. 

The 23-year-old striker, who dumped the Black 
Cats out of the competition in the fifth round last 
season with a twice-taken penalty and redeemed 
himself in the fifth round this year with an extra- 
time doubie in a replay at Birmingham, settled a 
tense tie with a superb 15th-minute effort to leave 
the Wearside faithful thinking back to 1973 and the 
possibility of an unlikely repeat. 

Simply reaching the last four is a huge achieve- 


Tranmere players thank goalkeeper John 
Achierberg after a superb save from the 
penalty spot to deny Australia and 
Millwall defender Kevin Muscat. 


ment for Mick McCarthy's men after the trauma of 
telegation to the Nationwide League. 

What is more, they thoroughly deserve their 
place in the semi-finals after out-playing Sheffield 
United in front of a crowd of 37,115, the bulk of 
whom left celebrating an achievement which was 
beyond their wildest dreams a few short months 
ago. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


irmingham City 2 Bolton Wanderers 0. 


Arsenal 
Chelsea 
Man Utd 
Newcastle 
Birmingham 
Charlton 
Liverpool 
Asten Villa 


Southampton 
Middlesbrough 
Everton 
Blackburn 

Man City 
Portsmouth 
Wolverhampton 
Leicester 
Leeds 


RST DIVISION 


Burnley 1 Preston 1, Crystal Palace 2 Reading 2, 
Gillingham 2 Notts Forest 1, Rotherham 1 Bradford 2, 
Stoke 3 Watford 1, West Bromwich 3 Coventry 0, West 
Ham 0 Walsall 0, Wigan 2 Crewe 3, Norwich 3 Ipswich 1. 
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Norwich 
West Brom 
Wigan 
Sheff Utd 
West Ham 
Millwall 
Ipswich 
Reading 
Sunderland 
Crystal Palace 
Preston 
Stoke 
Coventry 
Cardiff 
Crewe 
Rotherham 
Watford 
Burnley 
Gillingham 


Wimbledon 


SECOND DIVISION 


Bamsley 0 Luton 0, Blackpool 2 Port Vale 1, 
Bournemouth 1 Wycombe 0, Colchester 1 Hartlepool 2, 
Notts County 0 Plymouth 0, QPR 1 Oldham 1, Rushden & 
Diamonds 0 Peterborough 1, Stockport 2 Bristol City 0, 
Swindon 2 Brentford 1, Wrexham 3 Grimsby 0, 
Chesterfield 3 Sheffield Wed 1. 


Plymouth 
Bristol City 
QPR 


Rushden & D'monds 
Blackpool 
Colchester 
‘Tranmere 
Grimsby 
Oldham 
Chesterfield 
Peterborough 
Notts County 
Brentford 
Stockport 


eague leaders Real Madrid slipped up in 
their title challenge when they were held to 
a 1-1 draw by Racing Santander. 

Racing's El Sardinero stadium is proving to be an 
unhappy ground for Madrid, who found themselves 
on the wrong end of a 2-0 result there last season. 

And luck once again deserted Madrid as Yossi 
Benayoun cancelled out Santiago Solari's opener to 
give the hosts a welcome point after losing four of 
their last five matches. 

Madrid played without Raul because of an ankle 
problem, and Ronaldo limped off in the second half 
with a thigh injury which is expected to keep him out 
of action for up to three games. 

Winger Vicente Rodriguez fired Valencia to an 
important 3-0 win over Deportivo La Coruna at the 
Mestalla to close the gap on Real Madrid. 

Vicente scored two goals, made the third and also 
hit the woodwork twice on a night when he tore 
Deportivo apart as Valencia claimed a well-deserved 
win. 

The result leaves Valencia six points behind 
Teague leaders Madrid and all but ended Depor's 
‘hopes as they have fallen 10 points behind, 

Honours were even in the Basque derby as 
Osasuna and Real Sociedad drew 1-1. 


erder Bremen maintained their 

seven-point lead at the top of the 

Bundesliga with a vital 2-0 win 
against a spirited 1860 Munich side at the 
Olympic Stadium. 

However, it was the red card for 1860 midfielder 
Roman Tyce that proved the game's pivotal moment 
when he received his marching orders from referee 
Jurgen Jansen after only 22 minutes with the game 
still goalless. 

Tvan Klasnic put Bremen on their way to three 
points with the opening goal after 37 minutes but 

i} they had to wait until 11 minutes before the end for 
| Angelos Charisteas to seal the win. 

Bayern Munich kept their title hopes alive with a 
3-1 win over Bayer Leverkusen at the BayArena. 

Two goals from prolific Dutchman Roy Makaay 
and one from playmaker Michael Ballack helped 
Bayern reduce Bremen's lead to four points. 

Makaay scored for the third-successive game, net- 

|} ting in the 40th minute and again 12 minutes from 


Deportivo la Coruna's Jorge Andrade (14) lands 
on his goalkeeper Jose Francisco Molina In front 


of Valencia's Miguel Angel Mista. 

Osasuna looked to be on course to pick up a vic- 
tory when Achille Webo gave them the lead after 15 
minutes but Real Sociedad battled back and got their 
reward when Darko Kovacevic levelled the score 
four minutes from the final whistle. 

Celta Vigo were thrashed 5-1 at home by relega- 
tion rivals Espanyol. > 

By the time that. substitute Edu had scored Celta's 
solitary goal in stoppage time, Espanyol had rattled 
in five to boost their hopes of staging a'second mira- 
cle escape from the drop in consecutive years. 

‘Two goals from Raul Tamudo - including a penal- 
ty - and one apiece from Mustapha Hadji, a 
Femandez Sergio own goal and Gregory Vignal 


Bayern Munich's Michael Ballack (left) is 
embraced by teammate Roy Makaay as they 
celebrate a goal against Bayer Leverkusen. 
target just before the hour mark to secure Bayem's 
fifth away win in the league this season. 

Bernd Schneider scored an injury-time consola- 
tion for Leverkusen, who remains without a 
Bundesliga victory in 2004. 

Third-placed Stuttgart came away from the impos- 
ing Westfalenstadion with a 2-0 win against Borussia 
Dortmund that keeps alive their slender hopes of lift- 
ing the title. 

Schalke had been held to three goalless draws in 


ensured a comfortable win for the Catalans. 
Careless defending almost allowed Real 
Mallorca to grab a point against Barcelona at 
the Nou Camp but the home side managed to 
hang on for a nervy win that leaves them just a 
point behind third-placed Deportivo. 

Barca were in control from the start and took 
the lead on two minutes through Luis Garcia, 
who also scored the third goal with Luis 
Enrique netting in between. But Barca relaxed 
too much in the final 10 minutes, allowing 
Mallorca to strike back first through Samuel 
Eto'o and then Delibasic, 

Sevilla supersub Carlitos hit a double strike to 
sink Villarreal 2-0 and move the Andalucians to 
within two points of a UEFA Cup place. 
Carlitos replaced Gerardo Torrado at half-time 
before netting twice as the home side sealed 
their 10th victory in the league this term. 

‘The former Mallorca frontman broke the dead- 
lock in the 57th minute and added a second 14 
minutes from time to leave the home fans con- 
templating European football next season. 
Real Valladolid sprang a Primera Liga surprise 
with a comprehensive 1-4 victory at high-fliers 
Athletic Bilbao. 

Goals from Oscar Gonzalez, Jesus Japon and a 
brace from Roberto Losada stunned the San 
Mames crowd as Athletic slumped to an unexpected 
loss at the hands of their relegation-threatened oppo- 
nents. 

Athletic did manage to pull a goal back with 10 
minutes to go when Julen Guerrero netted but it 
proved to be nothing more than a consolation for the 
Basque side. 

Albacete claimed a vital victory in their fight 
‘against relegation by beating Real Betis 1-0. 

Antonio Pacheco’s first-half goal was enough to 
give them three precious points as they continue in 
their attempt to preserve their Primera Liga status. 

‘The Uruguayan striker scored with a fine volley in 
the 27th minute after he had been set up by good 


their last four Bundesliga outings but hit the goal trail 
against Freiburg to claim their ninth win of the sea- 
son, 

The victory also went someway to gaining 
revenge for the 7-3 hammering that Freiburg inflict- 
ed on Schalke in a cup game earlier this season. 

Sand put Schalke in control with two goals either 
side of half-time before Eduard Glieder completed 
the scoring in the 63rd minute. 

Hansa Rostock extended their unbeaten run to five 
matches with a comfortable 3-0 win over Hamburg. 

‘The hosts made a flying start, taking the lead after 
just six minutes when an unmarked Gabriel Melkam 
slotted home from close range for his first 
Bundesliga goal. 

Magnus Arvidsson extended the lead on 19 min- 
utes after running half the length of the pitch before 
unleashing an unstoppable shot from 16 yards. 

Hansa put the result beyond doubt in the 79th 
minute when Italian Antonio Di Salva fired home 
from just three yards out, 

Hertha Berlin slipped back into the relegation 
zone after failing to hold onto their lead against 
Bochum. : 

Borussia Monchengladbach edged out Hannover 
1-0 ina crucial relegation six-pointer, 

Igor Demo scored the only goal of the match after 


25 minutes, heaping pressure on the already-belea-" 


guered Hannover boss Rolf Rangnick. 

Another dogfight at the bottom saw Kaiserslautem 
edge Eintracht Frankfurt 1-0 thanks to an injury-time 
goal from Stefan Malz, 

Malz scored his first goal for the club and only his 
second in the Bundesliga. 

Malz disputed a ball in the box with Frankfurt sub- 
stitute Nascimento and then he netted with a low shot 
to spark joyous celebrations in the Fritz Walter 
Stadion. 


work from Pablo Redondo, 

Striker David Villa's second-half goal was enough 
to move Real Zaragoza further away from the 
Primera Liga relegation zone and end 10-man 
Malaga's three-match winning run. 

Portuguese midfielder Sergio Duda was given his 
marching orders just before half-time after picking | 
up a second yellow card and Villa compounded 
Malaga's misery by scoring the 78th-minute winner, 
his 11th league goal of the season. 


Wolfsburg returned to winning ways with a 2-0 
victory over rock-bottom Cologne, 

Wolfsburg can consider themselves somewhat 
unlucky to have lost to Bayern Munich last weekend 
after producing a superb performance but they made 
no mistake against struggling Cologne. 


Scottish FA Cup 


CELTIC 1 RANGERS 0 

Henrik Larsson completed a sea- 
son of woe for Rangers with Celtic's 
winning goal in the Tennent's 
Scottish Cup fifth round tie, 

‘The Swedish marksman struck 10 
Minutes into the second half for a 
goal that separated the two Glasgow 
tivals. 

Trailing by a wide margin in the 
SPL, Rangers needed to stay in the 
Cup to give hard-pressed Ibrox fans 
something to cheer. 

But a scrappy encounter was 
decided by Larsson's predatory 
instincts. 

Rangers were better after a dismal 
first half and Ronald de De Boer 
would have gone clean through but 
for a superb last-gasp challenge by 
Balde. 

But the Dutchman put his side 
under pressure in the 54th minute 
with a challenge on Petrov which 
cost his side badly. 

Stefan Klos got caught among a 


The Bell's First Division side 
booked their place in the semi-final 
thanks to a single Barry Wilson goal 
after just 11 minutes at Fir Park to 
stun their hosts. 


PARTICK THISTLE 0 
DUNFERMLINE 3 

Dunfermline eased through to the 
semi-finals with a comfortable 3-0 
win over hapless Partick Thistle at 
Firhill. 

‘The Pars had never been beaten 
by the Jags in six previous meetings 
in this toumament and, when 
Trishman Richie Byme: fired them 
into a 10th-minute lead with his first 
goal for the club, there was no way 
that record was going to be spoiled. 

‘A goal from Barry Nicholson 
before the break and a second half 
strike from veteran Craig Brewster 
put the seal on what was an impres- 
sive display by the Fifers who could 
even afford to miss a late Nicholson 
penalty. 


Celtic's Henrik Larsson (right) celebrates scoring the 
winner against Rangers with teammate 
Stephen Pearson. 


ruck of players from Alan 
‘Thompson's floated free-kick. 

But he managed to return to his 
feet to save Joos Valgaeren's shot but 
could only watch as Larsson fired 
into the back of the net from close 
Tange. 

Klos made further saves from. 
Larsson, Thompson and Craig 
Beattie to keep Rangers from going 
further behind but it's still Celtic who 
go through into the quarter-finals, 


MOTHERWELL 0 
INVERNESS CT 1 
Invemess Caledonian Thistle 
lived up to their impressive 
‘Tennents Scottish Cup reputation by 
dumping Bank of Scotland Premier 
League side Motherwell out of the 
competition in round five. 


ABERDEEN 1 
LIVINGSTON 1 

Substitute Scott Muirhead spared 
the blushes of Aberdeen captain 
Russell Anderson as he earned a 
replay against Livingston following 
al-l draw. 

Defender Anderson had gifted 
Livi a 51st-minute lead when he 
prodded the ball past his own goal- 
keeper, David Preece. 

But Muirhead unleashed a 30- 
yard drive six minutes later to keep 
the quarter-final tie alive for the 
Pittodrie side, 

However, the game was marred 
for the home side by an injury to 
defender Alexander Diamond, who 
was carried off in the 13th minute 
aftera clash of heads with team-mate 
Markus Heikkinen. 


PA Cup - Quarter Finals 
Celtic 1 Rangers 0, Aberdeen { Livingston 1, Motherwell 0 
Inverness C,Thistle 1, Partick Thistle 0 Dunfermline 3, 
Scottish Premier League 
Kilmarnock ! Hearts 1 
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ast season's runners-up 

Celtic FC were paired 

with FC Barcelona in 
UEFA’s draw for the fourth 
round of the UEFA Cup. 

A Spanish side will also meet a 
British one in another tie after RCD 
Mallorca were pitted against 
Newcastle United FC, while 
Valencia CF, twice UEFA 
Champions League runners-up in 
recent years, will _ play 
Genglerbirligi SK. The Turkish 
challengers will be hopeful of 
another major scalp after eliminat- 
ing the 1999 winners Parma AC 4- 
0 on aggregate last night. 

Another intriguing fixture brings 
together SL Benfica, European 
champions in 1961 and 1962, and 
FC Internazionale, the club who 
prevented them from winning a 
third crown in the 1965 final at the 
San Siro. Liverpool, four times the 
champions of Europe and UEFA 
Cup winners on three occasions, 
most recently in 2001, will face 
Olympique de Marseille. 

The only team remaining from 
the UBFA Intertoto Cup, Villarreal 
CE, ousted Galatasaray SK in style 
Jast night and will hope for an 
equally impressive “performance 
when they play AS Roma at home 
inthe first leg of their fourth-round 
tie. Belgium's sole representative in 
European competition, Club 
Brugge KV, take on FC Girondins 
de Bordeaux of France, while AJ 
Auxerre and PSV Eindhoven will 
also square up. 


2003/04 UEFA 


Cup fourth round 
First-leg matches: 11 March 
Second-leg matches: 25 March 


*Celtic FC (SCO) v Barcelona 
(ESP) 
*Genolerbirligi SK (LUR)¥ 
Valencia CF (ESP) 
‘Bordeaux (FRA)y Club 
Brugge (BEL) 
* Newcastle United FC (ENG) 
v Mallorca (ESP) 
*AJ Auxerre (FRA) y 
PSV Eindhoven (HOL) 
*Benfica (POR) v Inter (ITA) 
*Liverpool FC (ENG) v 
Marseille (FRA) 
*Villarreal CF (ESP) v AS 
Roma (ITA) 


Matchday 8 


‘Tuesday 9th March 
Chelsea - Stuttgart 
Juventus - Deportivo 
Lyon - Real Sociedad 
Man. United - Porto 
Wednesday 10th March 
Arsenal - Celta 
Milan - Sparta 
Monaco - Lokomotiy Moskva 
Real Madrid - Bayern 
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Barcelona players rejoice 


aiter their UEFA Cup In over 


Danish side Brondby. 
Third round second leg 


Brondby (DEN) 1 — Barcelona 
(SPA) 2 Agg 1-3 

Levski Sofia (BUL) 2 (Ivanov 
27, Simonovich 40) Liverpool 
(ENG) 4 (Gerrard 7, Owen 10, 
Hamann 44, Hyppia 67) Aggregate 
26 

PSV Hindhoven (NED) 3 
(Hofland 22, Kezman 31, 48) 
Perugia (ITA) 1 (Ze Maria 88) Agg 
3-1 


Real Mallorca (SPA) 0 Spartak 
Moscow (RUS) I (Samedoy 44) 
Agg 3-1 

Newcastle (ENG) 3 (Shearer 19, 
Ameobi 47, 89) Valerenga (NOR) | 
(Hagen 25) Age 4-2 

Inter Milan (ITA) 0 Sochaux 
(FRA) 0 Agg 2-2, Inter Milan win 
on away goals 

Panathinaikos (GRE) 0 Auxerre 
(FRA) 1 (Kalou 72) Agg 0-1 

Besiktas (TUR) 0 Valencia 
(SPA) 2 (Angulo 12, Sanchez 57) 
Agg 2-5 

Debrecen (HUN) 0 FC Bruges 
(BEL) 0 Agg 0-1 

Bordeaux (FRA) 4 (Planus 40, 
Chamakh 42, Mynar 64-03, Riera 
‘74-pen) Groclin Grodzisk (POL) 1 
(Wieszczycki (92) Agg 5-1 

Teplice (CZE) 1 (Masek 35) 
Celtic (SCO) 0 Agg 1-3 

AS Roma (ITA) 2 (Emerson 23, 
Cassano 43) Gaziantepspor (TUR) 
(0 Age 2-1 

Dniepropetrovsk (UKR) 0 
Marseille (FRA) 0 Agg 0-1 

Genclerbirligi (TUR) 3 (Daems 
37-pen, Ferrari 80-og, Alii 
‘Tandogan 94) Parma (ITA) 0 Agg 


Remaining Champions League 


fixtures: 


*Quarter-finals Ist leg - 23 & 24 
March 2004 
*Quarter-finals 2nd leg - 06 & 07 
April 2004 
*Semi-finals Ist leg - 20 & 21 
April 2004 
*Semi-finals 2nd leg - 04 & 05 
May 2004 
*Final - 26 May 2004 


jax survived a late scare 

against RKC Waalwijk 

before winning 1-0 to 
maintain its lead at the top of the 
table. 

Having suifered two defeats in a 
Tow, the Amsterdam club were 
keen to get their title challenge 
back on track and it was a welcome 
three points against RKC. 

‘The visitors' pressure paid off on 
40 minutes. when an inswinging 
comer from Van der Vaart bounced 
off the knee of unfortunate RKC 


defender Steve Olfers and into the 


net, 

Having lost their last two match- 
es PSV Eindhoven leapt out of this 
shaky spell by thrashing Utrecht 4- 
0. 


Tt was not until two minutes 
before the interval that PSV opened 
the scoring when Jean-Paul de 
Jong's corner was headed in by 
Wilfred Bouma. 

Mark van Bommel quickly dou- 
bled PSV's lead as he fired in on 
the stroke of half time, 

In the second half Park Ji-Sung 
got the third before Kezman com- 
pleted the rout in the final minutes. 

Heerenveen threw away a two- 
goal lead to allow Feyenoord to 
sneak a point in this battle between 
two of the Eredivisie's high-fliers. 

Heerenveen took the lead when 
Stefan Selakovic was brought 
down in the area by Hossam Ghaly. 
The Swedish striker immediately 
stepped up to convert the penalty 
and silence the Feyenoord fans. 

Knopper then powered home 
Daniel Berg Hestad's cross after 66 
minutes to double the visitor's 
advantage. 

However, an injury-depleted 
Feyenoord side responded well 
with two late goals from Thomas 
Buffel helping them stay on course 
for a UEFA Cup spot next season. 

AZ Alkmaar boss Co Adriaanse 
gained a memorable 3-2 comeback 
victory at the expense of the club 
that once sacked him when his men 
snatched a Jast-gasp win against 
ADO Den Haag. 

‘The match was deadlocked at 1- 
| at the interval after AZ’s Barry 
van Galen had equalised Roy 
Stroeve's opener for Den Haag. 


Tn the second period Romeo 
Castelen put ADO back in front but 
then Peter Wijker headed AZ level 
with four minutes remaining. 

Deep into stoppage time, AZ 
snatched the winner through 
Martijn Meerdink to remain on 
course for a place in Europe next 
season. 

Willem If struck twice late in the 
game {o earn all three points from 
their clash with Groningen. 

Romano Denneboom netted the 
contest's opening goal seven min- 
utes from the end before Anouar 
Hadouir added a second in injury 


time. 

Roda JC's hopes of claiming a 
UEFA Cup place suffered a blow 
when they were held 1-1 at home 
by bottom-club Zwolle, 

It took a while for Roda to 
breakthrough the second-leakiest 
defence in the division but when 
debutant Iwan Redan put them 
ahead in the 53rd minute a victory 
looked the only logical outcome. 

But Zwolle, who had won just 
two games, were behind for just 11 
minutes before Ivar van Dinteren 
equalised. 

RBC Rooseéndaal staged a fine 
second-half performance to come 
away from Nijmegen with a 2-1 
win after trailing at the interval. 

The hosts took the jead in first 
half stoppage time through Mike 
Zonneveld however RBC equalised 
within 12 minutes of the restart 
when 2 Pius Ikedia comer from the 
tight was headed in by veteran 
defender Robert Molenaar. 

Daelemans scored what proved 
to be the winner four minutes later 
when he turned in a free-kick from 
Sidney Lammen, 

An early goal from Blaise 
N'Kufo was enough to give Twente 
their third away win in the league 
this season and move them into an 
impressive sixth place in the 
Eredivisie. 

NKufo struck after only six 
minutes, taking advantage of a mis- 
take by NAC's Are Slot to fire an 
early shot from the edge of the area 
which goalkeeper Gabor Babos 
could only parry. 

The ball fell kindly for the pow- 
erful striker who slotted home at 


NAC Breda 0 Twente Enschede 1, Willem I Tiborg 2 


gen 0, Roda JC 1 Zwolle 1, RKC Waalwijk © Ajax 

1, ADO Den Haug 2 Atkmaar 3, NEC Nijmegen I 

RBC Roosendaal 2, Utrecht 0 PSV Findboven 4, Volendam 0 
Vitesse Arnhem 0, Feyenoord 2 Heerenveen 2. 
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Portuguese French 
ties Beckham extends cienea 


2 
Adi d a S d e al Femando Morientes scored Monaco with just 11 matches 
= twice as Ligue 1 leaders _ still to play their title hopes 
fer een Sota Fa Monaco fought back from the  looktto be virtually over. 


shock of conceding an early In-form Lille owed their 
goal to beat struggling win to Matt Moussilou whose 


avid Beckham unveiled his new 


another four years. bookable offence. Moldovan grabbing two goals 
Lyon kept up the pressure either side of an own-goal 
with a4-O thumping of hapless from Rennes midfielder Cedric 

Ajaccio at the Stade-Gerland. Barbosa. 
‘The scores were level until Metz's relegation worries 
David Terter put through his increased with a 2-0 defeat at 
own net three minutes before home to Lens who owed their 
NGLISH champions Manchester _ list with an income equivalent of $265.4m. the break, and, incredibly, victory to Nigerian John Utaka 
United have again topped the rich Premier League leaders Arsenal, who have Rodrigo Ferrugem repeated and Senegal's Pape Bouba 
list of soccer clubs based on last sea- _ finally confirmed plans to move to anew sta- | the blunderinthe 48th minute. Diop in a match where Metz's 
caimiscome: dium to boost revenue, were named as the Lyon striker Giovane Elber Stephane Morisot was ted 

The list, produced by accountants Deloitte, _ seventh richest club. eae mars = carded. oy 

revealed that United’s income was $41.0mil- The club has secured funding for a 60,000- | !#tet, before recent French cap Siasbonre ideo) sal 


lion last term, well ahead of nearest rivals seater stadium, which they expect to be open ae seeds ee tees oe ea aa 


2 


f = Nene he, Guingamp 3-1 and retain their goal earned Les Dogues their 
foe Sy Aes and manne Be G feurgoint aGraiage over fit in in si maths tit 
« yon. them into the top half of the 
German shoe company until 2008.» Beli Moumouni Dagano table. 
WDL FA Pel The logo was inspired by the free kicks of hhad given Guingamp-a 20th- Toulouse gained a priceless 
20 0 36 15 65 the English captain — one of the trademarks of minute lead, but Morientes 1-0 victory away to fellow 
B34 3 7 8 his game, along with the accuracy of his cor- levelled up five minutes later strugglers Montpellier. 
5 4 48°25 «51 ner kicks. Tt will be used on a specially- and strike partner Dado Prso Achille Emana's goal lifted 
Q 9 43 28 a0 designed collection of Adidas products. be peta ae a ed Les wes fon of Be drop 
ti 7 28 2% 39 “The logo is totally me and something that a penalty spot after 28 min- ie wi i - are Sie 
emia eaymeeacte | 00 conlateto ‘said Beckbam ina press /comtlitieeen PU wibiro enone 
9 6 24 09 REE UE Ee Gna SE as after 38 minutes calmed the point from a possible 39 in 
10 6 9 34 33 36 ea aoeecamat ak aah nerves, and Monaco were able theirlast 13 Ligue 1 matches, 
= to keep hold of their two-goal ‘Nantes produced a second- 
; ms a = develop it.” a. likin the fal whee: half nateras fo bruh sede 
2 12 2 U1 29 Adidas said the logo is designed to catch Guingamp fought hard until Rennes 3-0. 
9 34 % the angle of his body upon impact as he steps surrendering, with Auriol Following a goalless first 
th 29 % into the free kick, familiar to many soccer "TT" — Guillaume sent off 12 minutes half, Nantes went to town after 
Ree ae fans, ‘Beck’s has signed with Adidas for from full-time for a second the break with in-form Viorel 
15°23, 22. 
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Juventus. for the 2006/07 season. from time. 2-0 through Romain Pitau and 
Juventus, owned by the Turin-based Fiat Arsenal raised $600m for the Ashburton | Paris St Germain and Oliver Eetocme 
car firm, earned $356.2m. Grove project via a senior loan facility from a Sochaux had to settle for a 1-1 ‘Two second-half goals from 


European Champions League winners AC _ stadium facilities banking group, and added draw at the Parc des Princes in Ulrich Le Pen, the first from 
Milan, owned by Italian prime minister Silvio  $180m themselves through major sharehold- a result that did little for the the penalty spot, gave the 
Berlusconi, were the third richest club with ers Granada TV, sportswear giant and club | title prospects of either club. Alsatians a point 
an income of $326.6m, sponsor Nike and the sale of land near their Prolific Portuguese forward Bottom club Le Mans were 

Spanish giants Real Madrid are fourth , Highbury base. Pedro Pauleta gave PSG the also cast further adrift thanks 
bi Fl a lead but the visitors from to the 2-0) defeat at Bordeaux 

iggest earners with $314m. They earned $226.6m last season. ares a 
2 f < Montbeliard hit back through — who prevailed thanks to goals 

Manchester United also come out on top ‘Their west London rivals Chelsea, backed | Francileudo Santos, the from Albert. Celades and 

against the biggest sporting franchises in the hy the financial muscle of Russian billionaire | Brovitian-born forward whose Mathieu Beda, 
US, where the New York Yankees head the Roman Abramovich, are 10th with $218.3m. | goals helped his adopted coun- ‘Bastia dampened 
try Tunisia win the African Marseille's European hopes 
Nations Cup earlier this year, with a 4-1 defeat. 

The only other team in con- After a sluggish start, the 


a ‘ tention for the title - fifth- Corsicans opened the scoring 
placed Auxerre - ~ were after 22 minutes courtesy of a 
defeated 1-0 at Lille and with headed goal by Florian 


12 points to make up on Maurice. 


IVERPOOL manager Gerard 


Houllier has received a death threat 
in the post, the English Premiership Monaco 3 calgam 1, Yon ¢ AC Nc 0, ie 
club confirmed last week. ‘St Germain. 


Ina statement, a Liverpool spokesman said 
the Frenchman had received the letter three 
weeks ago and that it had been referred to the 
police, 

“Tt was considered to be worrying enough 
for us to involve the police. They are still 
investigating,” said the spokesman, who 
added that Houllier had opened the letter 
himself, 

Houllier has been under pressure following 
the collapse of Liverpool’s challenge for the 
Premiership title, 

But the kind of criticism managers’ rou 
finely expect from fans moved to an all- 
together more sinister level when insults were inci 
daubed on the wall of Liverpool’s trainin; Fi 
ground following last cont stounise FA received a death threat in the post 
Cup defeat at Portsmouth. last week. 

However, the letter was received before We have involved the police in the situation. 
Liverpool’s 1-0 replay reverse at Fratton Park © We do not want to over-dramatise the inci- 
and was kept under wraps as police began dent, but such letters cannot be ignored.” 
their inquiries. Houllier, a popular figure with Liverpool 

Liverpool’s spokesman added: “A letter Supporters for most of his nearly six-year 
was, received about three weeks ago and feign even had to listen to verbal abuse from 
operied by the manaver hard-core fans in the Kop at their Anfield 

“Tt was very unpleasant and because of that ground. 
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quate rf PARRAMATTA POWER v PERTH GLORY 


, Sis PARRAMATTA STABIUM © SUNDAY 14 MARGH © GATES OPEN 2.40PM © NOL KICK OFF 3.45PM | 
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